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thinking—T am bleſt with a daughter who 
will inherit from me an ample fortune; 
the care, perhaps I ſhould ſay vanity, of 
a parent is therefore gratified in that point; 
my ſolicitude is now directed to the im- 
provement of her mind, without which, 
Eugenio, what is wealth but an empty 
poſſeſſion : * 


Here ſpoke both the philoſopher and 
parent Clarkſon, and though I muſt ſen- 
ſibly feel the loſs of your ſociety, I can- 
not act ſo intereſted a part as to oppoſe 


your going to England, for the purpoſe of 


educating your child, and I earneſtly hope 
that ſucceſs will crown your zealous 
wiſhes.” 


Mr. Clarkſon, having long meditated 0 


on the above deſign, found no difficulty i in 
prevailing on his lady to accede to the 


mealure, 


as 


BENE DIC TA. * 
meaſure, who was indeed a moſt amiable 
woman, and, though ſhe had ever moved 
in an affluent ſphere, yet thought the mater- 
nal duties ſo ſtrictly incumbent on her, 
that no conſideration could relax her 
attention to the care of her only and belo- 
ved child —as ſoon, therefore, as affairs 
could be adjuſted, Mr. and Mrs. Clarkſon 
bade adieu to the Iſland of Antigua, 
where they had many years reſided on a 
valuable plantation of their own, and ac- 
quired a very ſplendid fortune with uni- 
verſal honour and reſpect. 


Benedicta Clarkſon, on whoſe account 
the voyage was undertaken, was then 
in her twelfth year, tall, ſprightly and 
handſome, — her temper was generous 
and candid in the extreme, though blendid 
with all that high ſpirit which often cha- 


racterizes the natives of a warm climate 
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accuſtomed from infancy to the abject 
ſubordination of atte ndant ſlaves, yet, to- 
wards thoſe who merited her love or reſ- 
pect, ſhe diſcovered. ſo amiable a docility 
as rendered her infinitely endearing— the 
education of this young lady being the 
E principal object of her parents concern, 
they, on their arrival in England, ſettled in 
the vicinity of the capital for the better 
convenience of proper tutors to facilitate 


that important taſk — both were averſe to 
the idea of placing her in a public ſchool, 


and therefore engaged the beſt maſters to 
attend at their own houſe nature hav- 
ing endowed their amiable pupil with a 
fine underſtanding, the improvements ſhe 
made under their care were ſuch as fully 
anſwered the moſt ſanguine expectations; 
. and bid'fair to render her one of the moſt 
accompliſhed women of the age. | 


Mr. 


his notions reſpecting the preſent ſyſtem 
of female education, it is calculated (he 


not only the. exterior; but even the tem- 


with our Benedicta accompliſhed in every 
thing which is truly polite, but at the ſame 


BE NED 0 TA "hp 


Mr. Clarkſon was > Grevihat ae in 


would ſay) to form an artificial woman 


per and ideas receive a bias different from 
what nature intended, and your women of 
faſhion, looks, ſpeaks, and even thinks as 


mechanically as a clock ſtrikes — I would 


time I would have her to be herſelf — to 


poſſeſs that noble independent ſpirit, which, 
while it continues nicely jealous of every = 


female decorum, ſhould yet have the cou- | 


rage to follow nature and right reaſon in 


da of all the 2 wich which modern ; 
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5 Surely, my Ga you [wot not have 
our r'gir | prove an eccentric character 4 * by 1 1 
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: SENEDICTA. 

Les — if to deſpiſe affectation — to 
confeſs her ſentiments with honeſt boldneſs, 
and to dare being ſingular when reaſon 


happens to run contrary to the mode; be 


- eccentricity, I would, Mrs. Clarkſon, wiſh 
her to be ſuch.” 


« But the world has opinions.” 


True, but there are occaſions when a 
woman, my dear, who poſſeſſes the reality 
rather than the ettiquette of virtue may 
laudib] y Ceſpiſe thoſe e 


Notwithſtanding this 8 claſhing 
of ſentiment, both parents firmly agreed 
in one point—namely, that it was impoſ- 

| ſible to inſpire their daughter with too 
exalted an idea of female honour and dig- 


nity and for the reſt, in compliance with 
her father's humour, ſhe was ſuffered to 
follow 


BENEDICTA % 

follow the bent of her own inclinations. 
Her education was by no means to be con- 
fidered by her as a taſk, and therefore Mr. 

| Clarkſon, in his zeal to awaken her dili- 


gence, always avoided the terms of ne- 


ceſſary accompliſhments : he only recom- 
mended an acquaintance with the Belles 
Lettres, merely as a ſource of pleaſing 
amuſement to herſelf. Once in particu- 
lar, it was obſerved, that ſhe appeared 
rather diſguſted with the ſtudy of lan- 

guages ; which, though her father diſco- 
vered with real concern, he avoided every 
kind of remonſtrance on the ſubject. One 
day, when ſhe happened to be preſent, he 
took up a French author, and obſerved to 
his lady, that it was a moſt entertaining 
work. Benedicta, who was extremely 
fond of reading in her native language, 
deſired him to explain to her the ſtory :— 
« It is impoſſible, (he coolly anſwered) 
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BENEDICTA. 


to 4 it juſtice i in Engliſh, and for your 

- own fake, my dear, I am heartily ſorry 
vou cannot enjoy its beauties in the ori- 
ginal.“ Piqued at the inti mation of her 
-1gnorance, and hurt at the mortification | 
her literary curioſity was forced to ſuſtain, 
Miſs Clarkſon briſkly declared, that it 

* ſhould: not be long before ſhe. would at- 
. tain that ability and indeed ſhe kept her : 
1 i . word, for, from that day, ſhe ſo ardiquſly . 
wplied herſelf both to the ſtudy of French 
: \ — ; -and Italian, that in a ſhort time ſhe had 
1 ee . oth * . 


- f * 2 


- The 3 of her vacant hours | 
1 ( was left entirely to her own choice, ei- 
ther to ramble the, fields, -or entertain 
uch young companions as the” ap- 
proved; the ſelection of whom was left 
= -wholly to herſelf; for ſhe had never been 
WS {acc ſtomed to hear the circunignets of 
. rank 


42 *. 
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BENE DICTX 9 
rank or fortune ſpoken ofany otherwiſ e than 
as adventitious qualities, which could give 
no intrinſic worth to the poſſeſſor.— It 
company were at the houſe ſhe was neither 
confined with a childiſh ſtrictneſs to the 
nurſery, noryet compelled to appear'in the 
drawing room, with the formality of a wo4 
man of thirty, ſo that it was nothing uncom= 
mon for her mother's viſitants, to ſee the 
young Benedicta one moment building pi- 
geon-houſes at a vacant card table, and che | 
next ſcampering over the lawn in purſui 
of a deer, or running a race with pigs 
mate.—On which occaſions ſome would 
tacitly conclude, that Miſs would prove a 
very hoyden, in which, however; they were 


groſsly miſtaken; nobody moved in a mi- 
nuet, or entered a room with more grace. 
fulneſs ;' and, as to the accompliſhments of 


mind and underſtanding, few ladies, even! 
of a ſuperior age, .could vie with here! 
ON Bs... a 


ro BENE DICOTA. 
Mrs. Clarkſon had carefully inculcated in 
her daughter the ſtricteſt attention to neat- 
neſs of apparel, but never hinted to her 
the neceſſity of a faſhionable ſcrupuloſity 
in the form of i it nor was her woman ever 
ſuffered to tell her, that one colour be- 
came her complexion more than another 
by ſuch a conduct, Benedicta was in 
reality the child of Nature, but at the 
ſame time one of her moſt finiſhed pieces; 
and plainly evinced, that the Goddeſs is 
rather hurt than benefited, by the aſſiſt- 
ance of art, which, at beſt, ſerves only to 
obſcure the beauties of her beſt perform 
ances ; and in her more indifferent ones 
renders every defect the more conſpi- 


A CUOUS. 


Amid the ineffable ſatisfaction which 
"Mr Clarkſon enjoyed in ſeeing his be- 
loved child daily improving in mind as 


. K n 


BENEDICTA 
well as in perſon, ny, any preju- 
dice to the charming naivetfe of her man- 
ners, or the noble ſimplicity of her heart; 
he had the misfortune to loſe his lady 
| whom he tenderly loved, and with all the 
philoſophy he was maſter of, the fatal 
ſtroke fell too forcibly on his ſocial af- 
fections for him ever to be able to recover 
the wonted cheerfulneſs of his temper— 

he ſunk under a depreſſion of ſpirits, and 
ſcarcely had he ſurvived that unfortunate 
event twelve months, when his amiable 
daughter was left totally an orphan. 
+ 7 8 
The perſon whom Mr. Clarkſon by his 
will appointed to the guardianſhip of his 
child, was a Mr. Butler, with whom he 
had long been on the moſt intimate terms, 
and of whoſe honour and probity he. 
had ſo high an opinion, as to conclude both 
her perſon and fortune ſafe under his care. 
| As 


* 


* 


Y gentleman was 
6. e of his fr 
| : =” or rather forced, 
= oe, to reſide in his family, wiſely 
= no aſylum, ſo proper, for a 


Sa 
£4 
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X 
> teenth year, when by. the demiſe 
r father ſhe became the heireſs of a 


fortune, ee at e 
more that ſeventy thouſand pounds. Her 
perſon (it has been already hinted). even 
in childhood, indicated an uncommon de- 
gree of lovelineſs—it . now appeared, the 
perfect. mode]. of beauty: | we: intend Nap 
to attempt a minute deſcription of it— 
ſuffice it to ſay, that her figure Was tall 
and majeſtic—, ſhape, the moſt exact ſym- 
metry — feature ſo. Perfectly regular, that 
it would have-been difficult to affix a 4 95 
perior idea of beauty on either of them; 
had not the uncommon expreſſion of hey 
eyes truck the beholder with ſomething 
more than the admiration of a handſome | 


face, and taught h him to read therein : 


a mind, ennobled by every great nd 
+ ſhining quality. There was A Vivacity, 
a frankneſs in her manners, which entirely 
baniſhed | aue reſerre. wherever kg 
appro. 3 
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appeared; yet, at the ſame time, mingled 
with ſo much dignity, as always ſecured 
her the reſpect of thoſe ſhe converſed 


With. The natural good underſtanding 


of which ſhe was miſtreſs, having receiv= 


ed the higheſt improvement from every 


literary aid ; her converſation was intereſt- 
ing, ſprightly and entertaining, nor was 
ſhe ever driven to the mean ſubterfuge of 


detraction, by che want of ſomething to 
ſay; a neceſſity, which often drives thoſe 


to the commiſſion of that vice, whoſe 


hearts in their more private hours ſeve- 


rally unite them for the crime : thus cal- 
culated to ſhine in company with every 
advantage, ſhe alſo found in the polite 
arts that exhauſtleſs fund of | amuſe- 
ment, which enabled her to endure 
a lonely hour without laſſitude, and | 
to lock with indifference, or rather 

contempt, 


© 
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contempt, on every ſpecies of faſhionable 


diſſipation. 


Such was Miſs Clarkſon when compel- 
led to quit the charming villa of her late 
dear parents, for Mr. Butler's. houſe in 
Cavendiſh-ſquare, in which ſhe was now 
become a reſidentisy, and where we ſuf. 
pect ſhe found nothing congenial to her 
taſte, or the mode of life ſhe had hitherto 
E enjoyed: but as it is time to give ſome 
account of this family, we refer the reader 


to the next chapter. 
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LTHOUGH it is cuſtomary in this, 
and perhaps: in all other countries, to i 
give the lead to the maſculine gender, let 


it not be a matter of ſurprize that moſt of 

8 the tranſactions ir in this family appear under 

; government of the feminine, and probably, 

for the ſame reaſon which aſcribes pre-emi- 

nence to every character in common life, 
namely, a preponderation of the purſe. 
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MI. Butler, though de wended of agood 
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my, ound his finances but very medio- 


cie, when he happened to attract the at- 
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BENEDICTA 7 
tention of his lady, the daughter of a fa- 
mous Contractor for the. Navy, who con- 


trived ſo well to make his bargains, that 


he realized a fortune of an hundred thou- 
ſand pounds which he bequeathed to his 


daughter — The beauty of the moral, as 
well as natural world, depends on a juſt 


equilibrium — The balance of power — — 


The balance of trade — In ſhort the ba- 


lance of every thing properly adjuſted, 
makes the wheels of ſocial life run glibly 


on — And ſo perhaps this lady concluded. 


when ſhe deviſed the ſcheme of uniting 


her large fortune with Mr. Butler's ſmall 

one, and of concealing her own defect of 
anceſtry, by tlie. long genealogical line of 
Viſcounts, Knights, and Eſquires, which 
ſhe well knew he had a right to enumerate. 
Thus the marriage was ſolemnized, in 
vhich both parties, we Preſume, chapel 
f all ** PR they ſeverally deſired. 5 
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18 B EN E DIC TA. 


Mr. Butler perceiving his family ſeat 
riſing from ruin, his table well covered — 
his coach-horſes plump and fleek, and 
his carriage rolling perfectly eaſy, was as 
well ſatisfied, as if his bride had been as 
f beauteous as Helen, though on the contrary, 
ſhe chanced to be much deformed with a 
face furrowed by the ſmall pox, and was 
beſides many years older than himſelf — 
She, on her part, being of opinion that 
the royal profile on a bit of ſterling gold, 
was as good, if not better than a whole 
length portrait on a piece of canvas; and 
finding in this reſpect the advantage of 
numbers ſo much on her own fide, re- 
ſolved to commence Madam Paramou nt, 
in ſpite of all the family pictures in the 
hall The domeſtic code of laws, drawn 
up by herſelf, were uſually couched in the 
abſolute form of ſpeech, and ran in the 


firſt * * will not, indeed, 
aſſert 


* 
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aſſert that the balance of power was here ſo 
nicely poiſed as could be wiſhed; how- 


ever, as for reaſons before mentioned, the 


other party was entirely acquieſcent; we 


preſume he concluded all differences pretty 


equally adjuſted, or at leaſt ſeldom gave 


himſelf the trouble to conteſt the point. 


Mrs. Butler aſter the poſſeſſion of her 


ample fortune, had mingled with genteel 
company, and thence had acquired the ex- 


terior, though not the eſſentials of good 
breeding: Indeed, ſne carried her imaginary 
acquirements to a ridiculous extreme; and 
ſo rigidly adhered to thoſe frivolous punc- 
tilios which ſhe miſtook for politeneſs, 
that no familiarities of friendſhip could 


prevail on her to recede a ſingle Iota from 


them — Her manners were formal — Her 


air ſtiff and forbidding — Every act and 
motion was regulated by what ſhe deemed 


the 
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the mode, and there was a ſolemnity i in . 
carriage, which by ſome as well as herſelf 


was miſtaken for real dignity — Not only 


her actions but even her opinions were go- 


verned wholly by faſhion; and on no oc 
cCaſion would ſhe expreſs admiration or 


diſlike, where it had not been precedented 


by the mode — Her mind being totally 


uncultivated, of courſe her converſation 
could only be ſupported by common place 
topics; however, as ſhe was extremely de- 
voted to cards, the defect of her converſa- 
ble talents was the leſs diſtinguiſhable — - 
To complete the character, this lady poſ- 


ſeſſed a temper at once irraſcible, proud 


and implacable, unſoftened by a ſingle 


| particle of that humane affection, which 
has been expreſſively termed the milk of 


human kindneſs— And though | in the deco- 
ration of her houſe, equipage, and table, 


due was even profuſe in her expences, in 


8 : e 
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every other reſpect, ſhe diſcovered the | 
moſt ſordid parſimony — Of courſe it iſ 
could not be expected that Miſs Clarkſon '- | L 2h: 
ſhould feel any very warm attachment to KR 
the ſociety of a perſon ſo much unlike her- 
ſelf, or the amiable model on which her 
ingenuous mind had been formed. 

As ſoon as ; the .coach-arrived at the 
houſe, Mr. Butler conducted his fair ward 
into a ſplendid apartment, in which his 
lady was fitting, who, at the appearance 
of her new gueſt, moved three paces from 
her ſeat, and no more, ſuch being the pre- 
ciſe limits her condeſcenſion was allowed 
to proceed, expecting, no doubt, the young 
lady to advance with the uſual decorums 
on ſuch occaſions — But in this ſhe was 
diſappointed: Benedicta, with a heart 
averwhelmed by ſorrow, . and mw Þ I 
Vith tender ſenſibility over the dear idea i 


„ BENEDICTA. 


of her deceaſed parent, as though ſhe per- 
ceived no one in the room, inſtantly flung 


herſelf into a chair, and without uttering 


a ſyllable, remained with her eyes-intenſely 
fixed on the floor — Mrs. Butler infinitely 
ſurprized, retreated again to her ſeat, and 
as the only expedient, in what ſhe thought 
a very aukard ſituation, rung for chocolate, 
which, Miſs Clarkſon, when offered to 


not once taking her eyes from the ſpot on 
which ſhe had fixed them at firſt — After 
ſitting about ten minutes in that abſent 
poſture, ſhe ſuddenly ſtarted from her 


ſeat, deſired to be ſnewn to her apart 
ment, and quitted the room with the ſame 
inattention ſhe had entered it. 


. «Bleſs me, cried al of the houſe, 
what have you brought us Mr. Butler, is 


4 this the Miſs Clarkſon, in whoſe praiſe I 


have 
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have heard ſo much — The git I am ſure 
is abſolutely an 1 idiot. » 


Quite the reverſe, he replied, but I 
judge her mind is at this time too much af- 
flicted to allow her to be attentive to the 
rules of good manners. W 1 


« A poor excuſe indeed — But perhaps, 
cried ſhe diſdainfully, it might beadmitted. / 5 . 
i ih thoſe who know little of the world. nt. 


« And: thoſe, madam, who refiaſs to 
admit it, I ſuſpect know but little of the 
feelings of an amiable heart.” 


« The heart ſir, ought to be modelled 


by the indiſpenſible 2 of po- 
liteneſs. A 


« When the heart poſſeſſes but a ſmall 
ES, . ſhare 
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are of ſenſibility, that m * _ 
De. done, FFP 


As this was a quality which nature had 


but ſparingly. e endowed . Mrs. Butler with, 


che expreſſion was not very intelligible to 
her; and Mr. Butler, to avoid altercation, I 


"retired to his ſtudy purſuant to the pacific 


plan he had laid out to himſelf, and ne 


adopted with om: . 

„„ 33 5. econ, e {ay renal 
But it is now time to return to the 
- afflicted Benedicta, who was no ſooner 
got to her apartm nt, than ſhe threw 


= herſelf into a chair, and gave full 
vent to the ſorrows of her heart; the 


tears which for ſome hours had been 


forded ſome ſmall alleviation of her feel- 
ings — Her affection towards her valuable 
Parents, had ever been of the moſt 
1 ___ exquiſite 


repreſſed; now plentifully flowed, and af- 


my P a val wth 


ti 
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exquiſite kind— It was not merely the in- 
ſtinctive impulſe. of nature — It. was that 
ſenſation exalted - by conviction of their 
characteriſtic merit; for her judgment 


had taught her early to diſcover their-per- 


ſonal virtues, and at the ſame time ſhe ho- 
noured them in a parental light ; ſhe alſo 
loved and valued them as the firſt and beſt 
of human beings — deprived of their ſo- 
ciety, the world appeared, in her eſtima- 
tion, a gloomy chaos, which preſented no- 


thing to her imagination as dear or valua- 


ble. It was now near five in the evening, 


and ſhe had received no other ſuſtenance 
during the preceding twenty-four hours, 
than a glaſs of jelly, ſwallowed with dif- 
| bet f the vhs before. 


. was almoſt ms to be ſerved 


up, when Mr. Butler, entering the 


room, enquired of his lady if ſhe had 


. C 
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ſeen any thing of Miſs Clarkſon; on her 
replying in the negative, his countenance 
ſtrongly reproached her inhumanity — he 
inſtantly diſpatched a footman to requeſt 
the company of his ward, who returned 
for anſwer, that ſhe begged to be excuſed, 
not perceiving in herſelf the leaſt inclina- 
tion for food. 


„ You will ſtep up ſtairs, my dear, I 
ſuppoſe, (ſaid he) and ſee whether your 
arguments cannot moderate this exceſs of 


ſorrow.” 

To which his lady gravely replied, that m 

Miſs Clarkſon might be ſure of receiving te! 

every civility from her, but as for any un- he 

due ſubmiſſions ſhe knew too well what arr 
| belonged to her own character to comply Ia 


with them. Exceſſively hurt at this un- | fic 
feeling ſpeech, he abruptly left the room, tid 
| -+ - and | 


he has intruſted to my care. Yes, my 


ſider me as a friend — nay as a father, 


NE _* 
and went himſelf to the door of Miſs 


Clarkſon's apartment, which being open- 
ed by her woman, diſcovered the lovely 
mourner, reclining on one arm of the 
eaſy chair, with her face covered by her 
handkerchief. In polite and tender 
accents he attempted to conſole her grief, 
and to prevail with her to accompany him 


to the 8 n in a moſt 


oothing js 


\ ad » 
* * 1 5 


* You, my dear Benedicta, mourn the 


beſt of parents, I the moſt valuable of 
friends , whoſe memory I think 1 cannot 


more eminently reſpect, than by my pa- 
ternal aſſiduities to the beloved daughter 


amiable girl ! { tenderly preſſing her hand) 
I am duly ſenſible of the importance of 
ſuch a charge, and do entreat you to con- 


Cu: Who 
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who ſincerely loves you, and whoſe con- 
ſtant endeavour it will be to ſupply, as far 
as poſſible, that loſs you have ſuſtained.” 


a Not the genial beams of the ſun on an 
April day darted on the chilly boſom of 


the froſted earth, are more kindly felt by 


univerſal nature, than was this ſoothing 


addreſs by the grateful girl. She with- 
drew her handkerchief from her eyes, ſhe 


looked up towards her friendly guardian, 


but in vain attempted to expreſs her feel- 


ings; however, they were forcibly de- 


monſtrated by a ſoft preſſure of that hand, 
which till held one of her's then ſilent- 
ly yielding to his entreaties, ſhe ſuffered. 
him to conduct her to the dining-room, 
where they found dinner ſerved up, and 
Mrs. Butler ready to take her ſeat at the 
head of the table :—ſhe made a formal 
curtſey at the * oy appearance. 
| » which 
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which was returned in a reſpectful man- 


ner, and, in compliance with the entrea- 
ties both of that lady and Mr. Butler, en- 
deavoured to ſwallow a few mouthfuls, 


though not without viſible pain. Soon 


after dinner, company being announced, 
Benedicta, in a low voice, deſired Mrs. 
Butler's permiſſion to retire, who, ſome-. 
what better pleaſed than ſhe had been in 
the morning, condeſcended to attend her 


to the door of the room, and then in a 


whiſper, bade her not indulge a fruitleſs 
ſorrow, very wiſely obſerving, that it could : 
not recall the paſt. The poor young lady 
was ready to reply with the Roman Em- 


peror, to a ſimilar remonſtrance, that 


it was he very reflection which aggravated 


the ſorrow. 


— 


Mrs. Butler, as well as her huſband, 
had long known Mr. Clarkſon and his 
G59 worthy | 
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_ diſcern real merit, ſo her boſom was not 


very ſuſceptible of its impreſſions. On 


the news of that gentleman's deceaſe, ſhe 


profeſſed herſelf ſorry, and when ſome of 
her viſitors warmly expreſſed a concern on 


the ſame ſad occafion, ſhe became exce/- 


ſively ſorry ; nay, ſhe even put her hand- 
kerchief to her face on ſeeing ſome re- 
ſpectable perſons ſhed tears on mentioning 
the ſubject: and thus the tribute of eſteem 
and regret was paid — at leaſt, all ſhe 
was capable of paying. 


CHAP. 


CHAP. IV. 


A FTER ſometime had abated the vio- 


lence of her grief, Miſs Clarkſon | 


began by degrees to recover the habitual 
cheerfulneſs of her temper, and her inno- 
cent vivacity would now and then break 
forth, as the rays of the Sun will ſome- 
times penetrate the thick clouded ſky of a 
winter's day. Mrs. Butler, who, of all 


company, could leaſt endure that of her- 


ſelf, found a very deſirable companion in 
her young Ward, who, poſſeſſing an infi- 


nite fund of natural benignity, could never 
ES fuer 
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ſuffer any little offices of attention from 


another to eſcape her, unpaid with grati- 
tude ; and conſequently, every demonſtra- 


tion of this ſort, which ſhe received from 
that lady, excited her to return it with 
the moſt aſſiduous reſpect. From her 


5 guardian, indeed, theſe attentions flowed 
from a friendly heart, expreſſed by a 


frankneſs and ſincerity, which gave them 
a value independent of politeneſs; and ſhe 
read in his lady a real intention of a ſimi- 
lar nature ; but then the act was always ſo 
obſcured by. ceremony, that none but the 


eye of candour would have diſcovered 


any intrinfic value in them. 


Miſs Clarkſon was now in a ſcene of 


life altogether new to her — her mother's 
viſitants had been a ſelect number, valua- 


ble for their own perſonal merit — but 
here the found the houſe perpetually 
«ö;Üꝑ -- ens 


BENEDICT 2. 
crouded with an inundation of company, ; 
promiſcuouſſy accepted without any diſ- 
| erimination, but the rank they were ſup- 
poſed to hold in genteel life. Benedicta 
: was therefore often tired with a torrent of 
frivolous. diſcourſe, which ſhe would have 
thought characteriſtic of the kitchen, ra- 
ther than the drawing-room of a woman 
of faſhion : formed by nature of a ſocial 
diſpoſition, ſhe was in reality fond of com- 
pany, but then it was the ſelect circle in 
which good ſenſe, frankneſs, and vivacity, 
had room to exert their enlivening pow- 


ers a promiſcuous aſſembly, though of 
what is called genteel company, was, in 
her eſtimation, little better than a mob. 
The homage of flattery which ſhe daily 
received from the beaux and pretty fel- 
lows who frequented Mrs. Butler's houſe, | 
(the number of which was perhaps aug- 
mented by the report of her beauty and 
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fortune, ) did not tend to the gratification 
of her taſte, for which two reaſons might 
be aſſigned: firſt, and principally, we con- 
ceive flattery to be chiefly acceptable 
where there exiſts an eager defire of pro- 
feſſing the qualification extolled, which 
conſequently is attended with occafional 
diffidence on the point — here flattery 
ſoothes the beating heart into ſelf-com- 
placency. Now, Miſs Clarkſon, the te- 
nure of whoſe education as well as native 
underſtanding, had taught her to place no 
ſupreme value on external advantages, Was 
in truth ſo well fatisfied with her perſon, 
ſuch as nature made it, that ſhe never 
troubled herſelf with enquiring whether 
any lady poſſeſſed a greater ſhare of beauty; 
nor did ſhe feel any anxious care concern 


ing the improvement or preſervation. of 

her own. The other reaſon which led her 

to receive this adulation with/indifference, a 
pe * was, 


7 
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was, the mean opinion ſhe — con- 


ceived of the characters of thoſe who of- 
fered it. It muſt be acknowledged, that 


praiſe of any ſort is grateful from a per- 


ſon in whoſe affections we wiſh to be in- 
tereſted; but as our heroine had hitherto 
met with no one of this deſcription, the 
compliments ſhe received were to her ra- 


ther diſguſtful than pleaſing. 


- Having lived in the vicinity of the Ca- 
pital, the Theatre and the Opera were fa- 
miliar to her, and from both entertain- 


ments ſhe had been accuſtomed to receive 
an elegant and rational pleaſure, but in 
her attendance at thoſe places, ſhe now 


found. a diſagreeable embarraſſment. It 
had been the cuſtom of her parents, or 
thoſe intelligent friends who had accom- | 


panied her to public places, to enliven 


the intervals or heighten the pleaſur ures cf 
CS — the 
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the performance by judicious remarks on 
the exquiſiteneſs of the muſic, or the beau- 
ties of the drama; but ſhe now found her 
attention to the piece perpetually inter- 
rupted by the inſignificant beings around 


her, who ſeemed to have been brought | 


thither ſolely with the intention of obſerv- 


ing the number, or the dreſſes of the au- 


dience. A gay young fellow who fat by 
her fide, obſerving her one evening to ap- 
pear remarkably attentive to the play, ex- 
claimed in a tone of n 


oo — 3 it ee my ee Miſs 


Charkſon ! you can beſtow ſo much atten- 
tion to thoſe mere machines on the Stage, 


who at this very 


regardleſs of the numbe 


moment are dying by the power of ons 


divine r * 
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e aſſure you, (cried ſhe, laughing 

heartily at the ridiculous turn of the com- 

pliment) I feel myſelf infinitely more. in- 

tereſted in the diſtreſs of the heroine of 

the piece, than in twenty ſuch exits as you 
deſcribe.” 


« Ah, cruante !- my deareſt creature, 

leave thoſe antiquated notions to ak old 
and ugly. Beauty, ſo divine as yours, was 

formed for different engagements. —_ 


« T have too much of the amour propre 
(returned ſhe) to follow your advice, and 
as great a deference as I have for old age, 
I cannot prevail on. myſelf to reſign to it 
the ſole enjoyment of the moſt rational 
and refind pleaſures — which I beg you 
will leave me at liberty to imbibe fro, n. 
the talents of the inimitable, Siddons.“ 7 


— 


CHAP: 


<2 a6. 


CHAP. V. 


* 


OWEVER deſireable Mrs. Butler 
might have eſteemed the ſociety of 


16 Miſs Clarkſon, as well from her compa- 
nionable talents, as the native ſweetneſs and 


benevolence of her temper, it was not 
long before ſhe difcovered fome traits in 


her character, which ſhe could not help 


conftruing as a reproach on her own; and 


here it will be proper to remark, what per- 


haps will appear ſomewhat outreq, in the 
character of a modern belle; namely, that 


with all her fine accompliſhment Bene- 


* 
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dicta poſſeſſed a lively and refined ſenſe of 
religion: — this taſte her parents had 
early impreſſed on her, and as ſhe 
grew up, the turn of her mind, added to 
the livelineſs of her imagination, had im- 
proved it into a ſentiment at once the 
| moſt ennobling and productive of the 
pureſt ſatisfactions.—She had now been 
ncar three months in the family without 
being able to diſcover in it the remoteſt 
traces of a- belief in a Supreme Being. 
The Sundays were paſſed, as all other 
days, in a round of impertinent viſits 
or dull parties at cards — as ſhe was known 
to have no paſſion for the laſt mentioned 
amuſement, ſhe on ſuch occaſions avoided 
play without being noticed for ſingularity, 
or ſuſpected of declining it from. conſcien- 
tious motives — the mornings; at leaſt. of 
that day, ſhe regularly ſpent at church, 
which ſeldom failed of drawing on her the 
85 raillery- . 
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raillery of Mrs. Butler, who once thought 


proper very gravely to demand, in preſence 
of half a dozen viſitors who happened to 
be there at her return, « what ſhe could 


poſſibly think of herſelf for affecting ſo 


ridiculous a piece of ſingularity as that of 


going to church. To which Benedicta FS, 
replied in a lively manner — 

* Nay, my dear Madam, the ſingularity 
ſeems to be with thoſe who abſent them- | 


| ſelves therefrom — luckily for me, cuſtom 
has thrown the advantage of numbers on 


Þ» 


A fi de i in this py EY 
Ves, of the vulgar, I allow.“ 


It ſhould: ſeem then, that the vulgar” 


. have the beſt "oy of ne. Pen 
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« e — why child, do you really 
go to church with the view of obtaining 


PEE: a p . 
pleaſure ? | yg 
\ 
« Indeed I do, Madam.“ 


Here a general laugh ſucceeded, on 
which occaſion our heroine diſcovered a 
fine effect of that independent ſpirit, which 
her education (as has been intimated be- 
fore) was calculated to inſpire—undaunted 
by their raillery, ſhe reſumed the ſubject 
with a firm, yer Prong air. 


« Come, come, (cried ſhe) I will not 
pay any of this company ſo ill a compli- 
ment, as to ſuppoſe you do not all enter- 
tain the ſame idea. 5 


« Truly, (ſaid a young gentlemang ot 


the clerical order) I can affirm, that BY 
| have 
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have not been in a church but once theſe 
fix years, and that was on occaſion of be- 

ing inducted into a living.“ bj 


« It is actually a pity, (returned Miſs 
Clarkſon, ſarcaſtically) that you conſented 
to do it then.” 


| « Why, ſo it was, Madam, for I thereby 
miſſed a glorious opportunity of dineing 
with my Lord R 


, at a veniſon feaſt.” 


And fince you have no notion of a 
more exalted enjoyment, I ſincerely re- 
'gret, * that oy did not leave you 
to. 1 | 


The divine, who had not before diſ- 
covered the ſarcaſm, felt a little cha- 
 grined:—in order to give him time to re- 
cover, Mrs. Butler reſumed — 


« J aſſure 


—— | 
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. « I aſſure you, my dear, that you muſt 
abſolutely forego theſe old faſhioned opi- 
nions, if you would maintain a reputation 
5 amongſt well-bred people. Lady Betty 
here is abſolutely in pain for you.“ 


_ +, 4, vey han! ladyſhip, (returned ſhe 
. ſmiling) would ſpare fo fruitleſs a con- 
cern; and, ſince it appears that I have 
diſcovered ſomething in the arcana of 
pleaſure, to which you avow yourſelves 
ſtrangers, I muſt inſiſt on enjoying my 
own ſecret, without moleſtation.” | 


| Whether it was, that Mrs. Butler was 
convinced that the beſt of the argument 
lay on the ſide of Miſs Clarkfon, or 
(which is more probable) dreaded the 
weapon of raillery would at laſt recoil on | 
herſelf, ſhe ſuffered the ſubje& to drop, 
and the converſation took a general turn. 


« ＋ LY 
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"I Some time after this, that lady having diſ- 
A covered, that Sunday concerts were be- 
8 come the 7n, reſolved on having one per- 
'Y formed at her own houſe — determining 
33 5 alſo that it ſhould not only be the beſt in 


its kind, but that the company ſhould be 
entertained with a diſplay of pecullar 
taſte on the occaſion. . 
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Jo this end, a magnificent ſuit of rooms 
on the firſt floor were thrown into one — 
the ceiling painted of a deep azure, from 
which were ſuſpended a vaſt number of 
ſmall cryſtal lamps, reſembling ſtars; in 
che middle was one of a larger ſize, re- | 
preſenting the full moon in all its ſplendor 
- _ —the walls of this ſpacious apartment were 
covered with artificial vines, in the inter- 
tices of which were ſeen various birds of 
beautiful plumage ; and ſeveral little muſi- 
cal inſtruments were ſo contrived, as to 
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Here it vas deſigned, that the company 
ſhould retire to a moſt elegant collation 
as ſoon as the muſic was over. 


a 


© 


2 
* 


nant to the taſte of Miſs Clarkſon, than 


ſuch an entertainment, had it been fixed 
on any other day chan that, which, ſhe, 
had eyer been accuſtomed to eſteem ſa- 
cred :—but here it ſtruck her as ſo flagrant 


a violation of the Fourth Commandment, 


for (we mention it as a ſingular piece of 
learning in a young woman of faſhion) 
| the had the decalogue all by heart—that 
ſhe really felt herſelf under a diſagreeable 
| embarraſſment. To act the rigid Cenſor 


or ſevere Moraliſt, was a character ſhe 
naturally ſhunned — to comply with a 
vicious faſhion was a weakneſs her good 


ſenſe deſpiſed :. — what then ſhould ſhe 


* 


il iitate the notes of the airy ſongſters.— 


Nothing could have been more conſo- 


5 * 
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don — del iberation determined | 
were Ie" to arrive, ſhe paſſed 

- unnoticed through the front door, and 
took a hackney coach to convey her to 
Twickenham, at which place ſhe recol- 
lected that an old acquaintance of her 
mother's reſided, with whom ſhe deſign- 
ed to paſs the afternoon in a manner 

more agreeable to her reaſon, if not to 
her inclinations, than the mode 2 
in * cc 


CHAP. VI. 


188 CLARKSON, who only knew 
2 that this lady reſided in ſuch a 
part of Twickenham, vas not a little diſ- 
appointed at finding her in a ſmall lodging, 
9 . up 
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up two pair of ſtairs, rather than in 
poſſeſſion of a handſome houſe, as from 

the largeneſs of her fortune ſhe had reaſon 
to expect. | 


Mrs. Barclay was a widow of abour 
ſixty, had ſpent ſome years of her life in 
Antigua, where ſhe had been well known 
to Mr. and Mrs. Clarkſon, who both en- 
tertained for her a peculiar reſpect. At 
the death of her huſband ſhe returned to 
England, where ſhe lived in a very retired 
manner, keeping only one ſervant, though 
her fortune was not leſs than two thouſand 
en 


At the appearance of Miſs Clarkſon, 
| ſhe expreſſed the greateſt ſatisfaction, and, 
after ſome converſation, ſaid ſhe hoped 
ſhe felt herſelf comfortably fituated in her 
guardian's family. To this, Benedicta 
replied, 


= „r* E DIC TA. 
repl TY < though ſcarcely without 8 

chat ſhe could not boaſt of her r th 
- In this TIE: | 


„L always thought, (ſaid Mrs. Barclay) | 
that Mr. Butler was a worthy man.“ 


„I really think him ſo, Madam, but 
unfortunately he is but the ſecond len | 
in his own e | 


=_ | alias lady is ——” 


Exactly the reverſe of that excellent 
woman, for whom you, Madam, had ſo | 
"Juſt and lively a regard. In ſhort, the 
world. is with me turned upſide down — 
we ſeem to live at the Antipodes, where ? 
the ſucceſſion of day and night is inverted. 
E for we ſleep when other people wake, 
15 and we Re they fleep—inſtead of the 

"+6" WIR 9 rational 


* IT 


— 


— 


lack Fee . which 


you ſo oſten met with at my dear father's 
Villa, hear nothing but impertinence from 


a ſet of beings whoſe faculties ſeem but 
one degree above the irrational ſ pecies — 


I know not whether I am moſt diverted or 
chagrined at hearing people deſcant for an 
hour together with the utmoſt ſolemnity 


: + 
on a petticoat or a ſword-knot ; and I 


own it ſurprized me to hear a deviation 


from the mode cenſured with all the ſeve- 


rity due to che moſt Na vice,” 3 


« Why i its very well child that the cen- | 


ſorious ſpirit plays on this point, without 
leveling its aim at the character | 


ce Indeed Madam, I cannot tell whether 
they are clear of this propenſity, as I know 


Jo little of the perſons they ſpeak of — but | 
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I obſerve, that nobody, except the com- 
. pany re has any merit or virtue.” | 


BENE DIC FT A. 


« Mrs. Duchy ſi miled at this remark— 


. Go, go, (cried ſhe) you are a ſilly puſs I ſee, 
and will know the world better in time.” 


The tea things were then brought in, 


conſiſting of a very plain ſet of china, if 
indeed china it could be called—nothing 


of plate was to be ſeen, and indeed the 
whole furniture of the apartment was diſ- 
tinguiſhable for the moſt perfect neatneſs ; 


but nothing bordering on expence was 
viſible. Yau they were drinking tea a 
perſon came to requeſt Mrs. Barclay' A 


ſubſcription to a public charity, to which 


| the ſternly replicd, — 


4% 52 led I ſhall | ſubſcribe 
nothing — I wonder how they came to 
apply to me” ! 


Benedicta 


— — 1 
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| Benedict had inſtinctively her h; 
in her pocket, and would certainly * ; 
given a guinea, had it not occurred to 

her that ſuch a ſtep would be conſidered | 
as a tacit reproach of the old lady's par- 
ſimony, who, as having been her mo- 
ther's friend, ſhe on no account —— 
to offend. | COPE BHT: 


Soon after, Mrs. Barclay leaving the 
room, Miſs Clarkſon could not ayoid in- 
dulging a ſoliloquy to the following pur- 
2 poſe It is ſurely a moſt unaccountable 
thing that my worthy parents could haye 
conceived ſo high an opinion for a wo- 
man, whoſe diſpoſition is unqueſtionably 
ſordid in an uncommon degree. How 
was it poſſible that their judgment could 
have been ſo groſsly deceived : a perſon 
Jn, the clear paſſeſſion of two thouſand a 
year to live in a ſtyle ſcarcely ſuperior to 
%  -—m_ 
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indigence, without a heart either to en nj oy 


| wealth herſelf, or part with a ſhilling of 


it to others, and all for the poor ſatisfac- 
tion of hoarding a uſeleſs maſs of treaſure, 

- which ſhe has no children to inherit after 
- her.” In the midſt of a reverie ſo unfa- 


vourable to that lady ; ſhe returned to 


the room and propoſed the taking a walk. 


I will take you to a place faid ſhe) 
Which, if I miſtake not, will afford you a 
full equivalent for the pleaſures you have 
- quitted at home — but how ſtands your 
ome” — have you u money about "Ol: oy 


0 at the abruptneſs of the . 
tion, Benedicta replied, that ſne had a few 
e about her. 


*. That i is very well ( reſumed Mrs. Bar- 
e ak 1 don't intend to treat you, child, 
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aſſure you — pleaſi ure, we know, muſt 
be paid for.“ 


Shocked at ſuch apparent coarſ eneſs of 
manners, Miſs Clarkſon replied, that pg 6 
ſhould think herſelf very rf rN in bring: 
allowed to treat FN“ 


rr 


r 


No, no, young lady, you ſhall only. 

buy your own ſatisfactions — come get « on : 

7 your cloak — it is not above a mile and a 
half chat we have to g0 1 


ce Shall we not ney a coach, Madam, 
if 1 it is that diſtance!” 


« A coach, — a coach truly — no, L 


know better what to do with my money— 

I have not been in a carriage, let me tell 
you, above once theſe two years; yet I go 
out gray much too.“ | 

D 3 Dtietermined 
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Determined henceforth to let the ola : 
lady have her way, BenediQa filently fol- 
towed her down ſtairs, not without ſe- 
cretly wiſhing that ſhe had not made ſo 
diſagreeable a viſit, which, however, ſhe 


reſolved ſhould be the laſt of the kind. 


After a tedious walk through a variety of 


intricate. lanes and alleys, Mrs. Barclay 


” 898 


ped at a mean habitation, which they 


had no ſ6oner entered than a lad of about 
ten years of age appeared, with a face 
much ſwoln wit weeping. Surely, 
| thought the young lady, theſe are not the 


| veltiges of pleaſure; ſhe however concealed 


her cogitations, and being much tired, 3 


threw herſelf into a chair, the furniture of 
which had once been ſplendid, but was 
no ſo much daubed and worn, as ſcarcely 
to leave its quality diſtinguiſhable. 


ce Well 


3 


BENEDICTA. oY 
« Well, . cried Mrs. Barclay to the 


lad) how is it above ſtairs 3 7 


The hs burſt into tears, and ſobbing. 


replied, that all was now over. 


« How — is not your father better ?” ꝰ 


e He Was, Madam, through your kind 
aſſiſtance, mending very faſt, but this is 
too much for him.“ 


1 Come, (ſaid Mrs. Barclay, fitting. 


down and taking the poor youth by the 


hand) come, tell me child, what has 


| happened. * 


« Oh! Madam, we were all yeſterday 
morning as happy as could be, in the 
proſpect of my poor father's getting well 


again — when juſt as my ſiſter had 
9 carriet 


; 
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= BENEDICTA.” 
carried him a baſon of tea, and a ſmall 
bit of toaſt, which he ſaid he thought he 
could eat — in comes that Saghtlul 
man — that bailif,” Eh SLRS 


Go, go, (cried the old lady inter- 
rupting him) and defire your mother 
to Nr hither.” 


* 


yg 
_ i 


The eee and in a few- 
minutes a middle aged female appeared, 
whoſe figure ſtill diſcovered the traces of 

elegance, though evidently decayed by 
ſorrow — the materials of her dreſs were 
rich, though it appeared that they had 
long ſince been new — the would have. 
1 Wen. * could not. 


2 * ; 5 C 1 > i 1 » 


Mrs. Barclay, without 8 on any 
preliminary diſcourſe ſaid, „ You muſt 
0087 me immediately Mrs. Martin, the 
Binn „„ particulars 
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particulars of this . and how 1 can 
ſerve _—_— „ 


e You have already ſerved us, Madam, 

more — much more, than oratitude itſelf 
can expreſs ; — but I will not waſte your 
time by acknowledgments, which you 

have already forbade. Yeſterday- morn- 
ing, then Madam, my poor dear huſband 
was arreſted for the ſum of two hundred 

and fifty pounds, and to-morrow morn- 
ing muſt be carried to priſon, where his 
miſeries will ſoon put a welcome period 
to his wretched 3 


a Two hundred and fifty pounds ſay 
you — what more does he owe Mrs. | 
Martin.” 


Nothing, Madam, thank heaven, in 
the whole world — and this debt he would 


* 
. & 
o 
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not have contracted, had it not been with 
a view to ſerve an ungracious brother.” 


Well, do not give way to deſ- 


pondency.” ” 


Ah! (cried ſhe with lation) what 


elſe is left the to do — fortune has now 


' wreaked the utmoſt of its malice on us— . 
| we have nothing left us but to ſuffer and - 
to periſh together, beneath the wel _ of 


irremidable woe.” 5 * 


* 1 am afraid, Mrs. Martin, that you 
| have not a proper confidence 1 in the ow 
| neſs of Providence.” 


« Tt has been my only — my ineffable 
ſupport through a long ſeries of affliction | 
— I have depended on its fuccour in the 
common courſe of its benevolence, but I 
5 dare 


- 


= 
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dare not Madam preſumptuouſiy * for 
a miracle 3 1n our favor.” 


« Why, ſurely th there are people in the 
world who have ſuch a ſum to ſpare. 


The means abound indeed — but 
where, alas! is the will. | | 


« I dare anſwer I e wiens — pray 


be ſo good as to ſend for the perſon who , 
is employed 1 in this affair.” 


The poor gentlewoman looked as if ſhe 
doubted the teſtimony of her auricular 
organs, and Mrs. Barclay was obliged to 
repeat her deſire of n with the ; 
attorney. 


MS. Martin, with an air which expreſ- 
«ſed that ſhe rather obeyed with a view of | 
Ws obliging 


6 BENEDICTA 

. obliging ar benefadreſs, than from any 
hopes ſhe herſelf could. entertain, left —_ £ 
room. As ſoon as ſhe -was gone, Mrs. is 
Barclay, turning towards Benedicta, who 

was diſſolved in tears, thus addreſſed 


her n 


* 
* 


Sod 


« You muſt know, my dear, that this 


is as worthy a family as ever the malice 
of fortune ſingled out for its object: the 
poor man who is now ſick in bed, was 
| four years ago an opulent merchant in the 
- | City ; and, according to the beft accounts 
M I have received, remarkable for induſtry, 
integrity, and abilities. By the loſs of 
ſome ſhips in their way home, he found 
himſelf reduced to very indifferent cir- 
| eumſtances, on which, like an honeſt 
| man, he determined on calling together 

his creditors, and offering to them his ef- 
ws as. far as they. would go.— which 


70 however 


* 
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however appeared on eſtimate to be fully 85 
ſufficient to ſatisfy every one. The ge- 
nerality of theſe people were ſo charmed 
with the openneſs of ſuch a conduct, that 
they all declared their readineſs to. aſſiſt 
him; but one, an artful, avaricious vil- 
lain, deſigning to enrich himſelf at the 
expence of all the reſt, immediately went 
and took out a Statute of Bankruptſy 
againſt the good man, by which it hap- 
pened, that except this perſon, nobody 
received more than half- a- crown to the 
pound: — as it was well known to the 
reſt of the creditors, that there had been 
effects to a valuable amount, reports were 
ſoon ſpread that ſome fraudulent practices 
had been uſed, which, though they could 
not be proved, operated ſo far as to be 
the means of preventing Mr. Martin from 
ever obtaining a certificate. Conſequently 
the means of ſubſiſtence were totally cut 
off, 
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olf, and Himſelf, with a wife and two 
children, caſt abandoned to the ſcorn or 
fruitleſs pity of an unfeeling world. They 


| ad long buffeted the waves of adverſity, 
hen chance diſcovered them to me, op- 


preſſed with ſickneſs, worn out by ſorrow, 
and actually pms in the extremeſt 
. 1 


Here Mrs. Martin returned, with the 


attorney, who entered the room with a 
careleſs air, and ſcrutinizing Mrs. Bar- 


4 


perſon, from whoſe figure, being 


that of an old woman, rather plainly ha- 
bited, it is probable he conceived no very 


favourable expectations, abrubtly demand- 
ed on what occafion he had been _ for. 


« 1 wiſhed Sir, faid Mrs. Barclay, to 
know, if nothing can be done f for this dif. 
treſſed 42 * | 


* | * No 


15 they muſt go to priſon as far as ay 


— 
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0 No, to be ſure, ( returned he peevi viſh- 


thing I can ſee.” 


But, will the creditor give no time, 


think you, to make up the affair — con- 
ſidering that the debt is · not ſtrictly Mr. 


Martin's own.“ 


Not his own — Yes, yes, it is — he 


| became bound for a brother who is lately 


gone off, ſo of courſe the payment de- 


| volves on him. Time — no, no, 1 am 
ſure my client will = no farther 


time.“ 


« But, could not you prevail ſome- | 
thing with him.” 


. 
SS » 
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ith the 74g Rp — A. prey notion 
truly.“ 5 r . 


7 


No — but it will ſatisfy the law.” 


« A poor ſatisfaction truly; — I pre- 
| ſume you e knowledge pf, me. LILY 


: la « No, indeed — I never favs you "ih 
fore that] recollect.” FIRES PR, ad 


* * 
2 


= My name is Barclay - Ron live at 
Twickenham. ; 


— 
* "de 
| 8 


M. Barclay, (exclaimed the attor- 

ney, whoſe features now began to ſoften 

into civility) I beg your pardon Madam, 
but really I did not recognize you.” 

F « Perhaps, F 


65 
4. Per haps not; . pray 1 Martin 
Pi me with a pen, ink, and paper.“ 


BENEDICTA. 


Mrs. 0 then wrote a draft on. her 


i 


banker for the ſum of two hundred and: 
ty ann . 11104 | nl id Aon i 


1 4 BS 


cc There Sir, ( aid ſhe ) take this paper 
and give your full diſcharge for the 
debt; — whatever charges may, be farther 
due; you will be ſo good as to favor me- 
with an account of to-morrow morning, 
at * lodging. 1 


; * 


5 rn low) ms in the name of- Mr. ; 


Martin, allow me to admire ſo * a 
benevolence. 


« That Sir, is an affair between this 
family and myſelf; you may therefore 
a ſpare 
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66 BENEDICTA 
ſpare your animadverſions on the ſub- 
ject. 


The attorney ſomewhat chagrined by 
. wrote a receipt in form, and 
then took his leave. Mrs. Martin, wirk- 


out being able to articulate a word, 


* 


dhe, bases (laid Mrs. Barclay) 
g to your huſband and tell him he muſt; 
ger hirafelf well for the ſake of you all.. 


* 


_« May he not be allowed to ſpeak his 
gratitude — but, why do I ſay /peak it — 
no, — no, * never can. : 


8 
„ 


ic Stuff. uff I cannot - hy ode per- 
haps I may call on you in a day or 


_ two.” 


- _ 


Dt Benedicta 
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Benedicta, unable to ſupport her feel- 
ings on the affecting occaſion had quitted 
the room, — on the ſtair caſe ſhe ſaw a 

lovely girl, ſomewhat older than the youth 
who at firſt received them: her heart 
melted by compaſſion, felt the full force 
of that benevolence which nature had 
interwoven in her frame ; ſhe drew out 
her purſe which contained about eight 
guineas, and, ſlipping it into the hands of 
the girl, ſaid to her - You muſt” take 
this, my pretty creature, and buy yourſelf . 
a new gown agent the next time 1 


ſee you.” 


The child looked down on her habit: 
it was tattered in ſeveral places: ® No, ſaid 

ſhe, I will not have a new gown while my | 

poor mother wants aue 


The 


8 
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The girl was counting the money in her 
hand with a countenance of ſurprize and 


Joy, when Mrs. Barclay came out of the 


Parlour and taking Benedicta by the arm 
hurried out of the houſe— * What 1 is the 
matter (cricd the, perceiving her emotion) 
12 tears, my dear W x 


* 


x 


415 « Oh, Wan 1 cannot tell you * 


bs © feel — — but ſurely I was never ſo happy 
| before. py 


* -- 3 — * 
7 * 


- P 


12 Did al not. tell you, you. or er- | 


chaſe your own pleaſures!” | 


On their arrival at Mrs. Barclays 


lodging, they found ſupper prepared in 


the ſame frugal ſtyle as the former repaſt, 


| which Miſs Clarkſon was now ſo far from 
conſidering in the light ſhe had done 
5 8 ; mo ore, that the n eſteemed it as the 


triumph 
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triumph of the nobleſt ſentiments, an | the 
moſt exalted ſoul. * 


* Oh! Mrs. Barclay, cried ſhe, how 
happy I ſhould think myſelf had I been 


left to your care, inſtead of Mrs. Butler's, 


Whoſe character, though no ways eſtimable 
in my opinion before, now ſhrinks into a 
mere nothing. How trifling — how con- 
temptible is the life of a mere woman of 
faſhion.” 


No compariſons. my dear — though 
you cannot live with me, as indeed I could 
ſincerely wiſh were poſſible — I ſhall at 
all times rejoice to ſee you, and muſt 


entreat you will thus oblige me, as often 


as Propriety will give you leave: to, be : 


: : 
abſent from * mt mu A 


"I fine, Bened ita had now. „en 


ſo exalted an opinion of this good lady, 


that 


* 
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% BENEDICTA. 
that the parted from her with tears, 


4 I» 


x 


ring her with the ſtricteſt truth, that 
ſhe ſhould think it her greateſt happineſs 


-in being permitted to renew her viſits. 


* 


CHAP. VI. 


LEVERAL genteel families preparing 
to leave London as the Spring began 


to advance, was a ſufficient hint to Mrs. 
. chat the mode required her to 
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reſign the buſtle of the town for the quiet 
of a country retirement, though of all 
things in the world ſhe deteſted the coun- 
try, and had the faſhion permitted it, 
would certainly have preferred the heat of 
July in the metropolis, to the refreſhing 
coolneſs of the moſt verdant retreat in 
nature. On her expreſſing herſelf to 


that purpoſe, Miſs Clarkſon one day re- 


plied, For my own part, I think a 


country retreat particularly deſireable in 


the ſummer; but, ſince Madam you are 
of ſo different an opinion, I cannot but 
be ſurprized at your quitting town ſo 
much againſt * own inclination.· 


« Bleſs me, child, do you think I ck 
 fignalize myſelf by a conduct different 
from that of all the world.” 


«. Indeed, 


> 4» -BENEDICTA. 
Indeed, if I liked one place better 
than another, I would not quit it merely | 
becauſe other people did ſo.” | 


we - ? 


„ You certainly ſee things in a very 
ridiculous light — one are obliged to 
do as the faſhion would have one.” 


Then for ought J ſee, our ſervants 

poſſeſs full as much independence as our- 
ſelves, if we are thus to ſubmit our wills 
- to other ole.” " 


» us 
} 


« 0 talk eee Benedicta, 
and I confefs I almoſt deſpair of * 
any a oh a wm 
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MIS Clarkſon . fince the viſit men- 
ing i in the laſt chapter, had often ſpent 
an afternoon with Mrs. Barclay, now 


OE 5 


ben 2 5 5 called 
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called on that lady in order to take leave 


of her for the ſummer. mH 
i ee * 1025 


„I am vaſtly en you my 
. ( faid Mrs. Barclay) though I am 
not quite alone this afternoon but I be- 


lieve * will have no objection; to the 
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« I am certain of meeting nobody here, 


Madam, to whom I can make the leaſt 
| objection.” 51 7077 \$10: 


— = © 


, Mi: have invited the Martins to drink 
tea with me — poor man, it is only a few 
days, ſince he was "—_ — to 
85 out.. | 


k , > i 
2 F x 


1 Juſt then the door opened, and Mr. 
Martin entered with his lady — he was a 
tall, genteel perſon, with a face which 
0 Nen. I. E 


once 
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7 BENWEDICTA. 5 
once might have been deemed handſome, 

though now pale and meagre, through the 
accumulated force of ſorrow and afflic- 
tion: his Figure was extremely intereſting, 
it poke to the heart — fenſibility inter- 
Preted the pathetic” tale. Mr. Martin's 
addreſs was perfectly genteel, he advanced 
to Mrs. Barclay with a look, in which 
were painted the noble feelings of a grate- 
Ful foul,” but without any of chat embar- 
raſſmment in his air, which a perſon of 
narrow education would have betrayed in 
ſuch circumſtances. After ſome general 
Aiſcourſe, in which he evidently diſco- 
vered the man of ſenſe and breeding, he 
acquainted his benefactreſs, that he had 
fortunately met with great ſucceſs in an 


application for a clerkſhip to an eminent 
houſe inthe city, the emoluments of which 
(he added with a cheerful wy would 
i * his . 25 


1 1 "ON 


(faid Mrs. Barclay) exactly as I expected 
from a perſon of your character ut 
come, confeſs the trüth, will there be no- 


Upon my honour, well ſpoken Sir, 
but you have children, for whoſe future 


85 
” 
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. vou have then exerted yourſelf, Sir, 


thing galling in a ſubordinate department 


to one-who has been accuſtomed” to a * 
perior ſtation i in life.” 21 27611 HOU MAW 


« Ah! Mata be aſſured the cup 1 


have drank of, has been effectual to expell 
thoſe ſeeds of falſe pride you- allude to — 


it has taught x me to make a juſt eſtimate 


of human happineſs, and to value a 
decent competency as ſufficient therets.” 


N 4 * 
1 . 


well-being in the world, your falary will 


not enable you to provide — — v muſt | 
think of trade once more. $5 
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e Vo 4-484 dee Madam, an inſol- 
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428 i . - 2 . a | 
r eee come, ( facetiouſſy) you ſhall, 
ſuppoſe you buy a ticket in the lottery, 
and it comes up a prize of — What 


wall you have i it, Sir?“ 


(e *. thouſand Pound Ming: he, in 
the fame tone. | | . 


* 1 WS 


e well, Sir, it is done — and pray: now 
tell u how aged mean to proceed.” 1 


15 


M. Martin add Wien joined it in 
the laugh at this piece of "WI" and 
Mr. Martin, with an air of agreeat | 
. thus mi ne 28 


in 


M4 


_ « Well, _” yOu are now to Ring 
me in poſſeſſion of this fortunate ticket. 


1 the firſt Place, as . credit has ſuffered 
N 
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= home, I would go abroad, perhaps to 
Holland; there I would embark once 


more in commerce; — you Betſey, (to his 
| wife) ſhould learn the thriftineſs of the 
Dutch houſewives, and I the cool indefa- 


tigable diligence of -the huſbands. Our 


capital being confined, would prevent me 
from indulging a ſpeculative humour, 
(the bane of many an honeſt trader) our 
pro! firs „if not Ereat, would be propor- 


tioned to the new ideas we are ſuppoſed to 


have imbibed,; our children, bred up in 
habits of frugality and induſtry, would be 


5 content at my deceaſe with che fund 1 
ſhould | have. in my power, to bequeath 
them, and moſt probably would tread the 


path of life with leſs hazard, and more 
co mfort, than their father has done be- 
fore FFF 1 N 
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© Mrs. Barclay filing at the little plan, 
ſar down to the tea-table, at which the 
Whole company entertained each other 
with a view of ſprightly and innocent 
ration ; indeed, had it not been for 
a ſigh * now and then eſcaped Mrs. 
Martin, we would have thought that this 
unfortunate couple had fo long medirated | 


on their ill-fate, that they had forgot to 


_ it — though neither of them was 
l ſtapidly infenfible as not to feet, or fo 
— proud, as abſolurely to deſpiſe - 
their misfortunes — they felt them, in- 
deed, but it was with the philoſophy — 
| 5 mild reſignation of a chriſtian. - | Aſter 
| , Mrs. Barclay, making an apology, 
witharew for about ten minutes to her 
cloſet, ſhe then returned, and ſeating her= 
ſelf with a countenance enlivened by the 
moſt agreeable emotions, ſaid, 


3 
LO 
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In order, Mr. Martin, chat you mey 
1 2 much ſurprized, or inde d incredu- 

lous at what I am going to advance, I muſt 

inform you, that ever ſince the death 
of my huſband I have been of opinion, 
that two thouſand a year was 4 vaſt deal 
too much for the uſe of one old woman, | 
who had no children, nor any buſineſs 
with the vanities of life — . fornewhat leſs 


than a quarter of that income I have 
found ſufficient — the reſt 1* conſi- 
8 der as the fund of unfortunate merit. offs 
i therefore propoſe accommodating you 
with ſuch a ſum, as may be ſufficient to 
enable you to carry on trade for the ſup- | 
port of your Ge — - will a r 


e 
Tov! 3's 38% 15 


« Tt would Madam, for Jam ſo happy 

yer as to have ſome credit left me in the 

eſtimation of a few — but what ſecurity 
om Be can 
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n A R ue eircumſtanced offer r for fo 


ms” 


0 « Your bond, Sir, I will rake.” : 


4 4 . 


« PO. will you, moſt noble Mrs. Bar- 
. day, accept the bond of a Poor fellow 


who has not a ſhilling ! oY 


111 


a4 You Nas me — uch & 2 
would l be ridiculous in the eyes of com- 
n fend, nor does it enter at all into 


my. plan; the bond 1 mean, is to be in- 


ſcribed. on your own heart, and the con- 


4 
2 
Ya 


anz are, — that when it pleaſes heaven 


priate the intereſt to the | relief of thoſe, 
who like. yourſelf, ſhall have traverſed 
the vale of adverſity. 


"Here DN meſſenger arrived to deſire 
Mis Clarkſon's immediate attendance i in 
Cavendiſn Square. Surprized at ſo 
nd unexpected 
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abort; though totally at a loſs to conjec- 
ture the cauſe — but ſhe had conſtantly 
made it a point to pay the ſame: obedi- 


ence to Mrs. Butler, as if ſhe had beer 


inveſted with the maternal character reſ- 


pecting her: ſhe therefore took a tender 


leave of Mrs. Barclay, and of the Mar- 


tins, and then hurried in tears to the car- 
riage, which waited for her. On her ar- 
rival in Cavendiſh-ſquare, ſhe found her 


attendance at home had been required on 


occafion of Mrs. Butler's having ſuddenly 


taken a whim into her head to leave town | 
early the next morning, inſtead of that 
day ſe*nnight, which had been at firſt 

Ea, „ 


On the next day, Miſs Clarkſon, with 
her guardian and his lady, fat off for their 
| E OOO _ fat 
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2 © NA ran , 
3 f 

ctfhire. It was 


a pleaſant valley, at the diſtance of about 


- 


| tiventy miles from Bath. The ſtyle of 


o 
> 


* - 


LS 


was of the 
e pile, and now kept in ex- 
50d repair; the park, which ſur- 
ded it, was ſpacious, adorned with rows 
of venerable elms, and oaks, which gave 
an air of folemnity to the ſcene, not al- 
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liberal a nature as to afford her amuſe- | 

ments of the moſt elegant kind in 

hours, when the abſence of company re- | 

| | 

<1, 
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l I Clarkſon's mental reſources were of ſo 20 
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j . 85 the verdant ſcenes ee con- 
| ſpired to gild, | 


w : The wit devious Morning Walk.” N 
OF > > . 2 929-3 AY 


. Yet, could not Mrs. Butler condeſcend 
to the unfaſhionable mode of riſing before 
noon. Bei edi. ho was an early riſer, 
had uſually the c company of her guardian 
at breakfaſt about eight o'clock, aſter 

which, as Mrs. Butler commonly rode out 
on horſeback, ſhe was at leiſure to attend 


11 maſte r5 Maes for _— 


— to . "EY own n with 
er muſic, books or works of * 


27 yoromo? to nnd 211 


1 One ſhe was 1 
5 ficho ra White's alc dn the ikſtrument f ſtood 
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affixed ſo low, that had jt 
predomi inant paſſion, ſhe might without 
moving her head have contemplated the 
lovelieſt image in the three kingdoms, 
herſelf reflected in the ſpacious mirror: 
the door of the room being in a direction 
exactly oppoſite to the glaſs, ſhe chancec 
to glance her eye on the figure of a youth, 
in profound attention, leaning againſt the 
poſt of it as it ſtood half open; little ſuſ- 
pecting ſhe had had any witneſs of her 
morning amu ſement, - ſhe fi uddenly turned 
her head juſt time enough to-perceive-him 
vaniſh as quick as lightning. She aroſe, 
faſtened the door, and again ſat down to 
her muſic, yet not ſo entirely regardleſs 
of this little incident, as not to feel her 
curioſity excited to diſcover who it was 
that had paid her that ſilent attention; ſhe, 
therefore, took the firſt opportunity of in- 
"ny her maid, concerning the 
_ perſon 


4 
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perſon ſhe had ſeen, whom ſhe deſcri | 
a.genteel young man, of a moſt agreeable 
figure; light brown hair, and florid com- 


. OE Ni 1 11 1710 
| * 4 „ my > : J 1144 
* As ſure as any thing, madam, it was 
' ie "$614 | : : N 
il 2 : L ft f 
1 838 oy . o . E | 7 5 : 
3 La, madam, it is a wonder you have 
not ſeen him before, and yet I do not 
Know how you ſhould, as he always keeps 
| himſelf in che little parlour behind the 
Kitchen, except when he is at the curates. 
| Bat c oho is heb ſomewhat impati- 
| Eo | 141 
| A nephew of Mr. Butler's, madam, 
und a ſweet young gentleman he is; every 
| 110: 2 1 | | | | ſoul 
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ſoul of the family adores him, except his 
aunt, who will not ſuffer him in her 
5 We | 7 


cc A notion of Mr. Butler rn 
Miſs Clarkſon gravely) and yet ſecluded 
from the table; ſurely, I thought my 


He is very fond of Mr. Frederic, 
madam, I believe, but you know every 


thing in this family is managed juſt 2 
his lady pleaſes, and His, it Dr cannot 


endure him.“ 


Nothing farther paſſed on the cubje 
at that time; Bened ücta, however, could 
not help muſing on what the had heard; 
her goodneſs of heart led her ever to ſym- 
pathize with the oppreſſed, and to be un- 

of e negledted was a certain claim 
on 


J F e | 
oo Si: he we * * 0 * 5 - | 2 & 1 — 
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permitting a relation of f his denen ae a 
treated, through the pride or caprice of 
Bis wife; it was hot! long before ſhe be- 
came — with e fame par 
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Frederic Mou nt ford was Reſtinded 3 
an only ſiſter of Mr. Butler, whoſe nar- 
row fortune was rendered ftill more in- 
adequate to the purpoſes of genteel life 
cher marriage with a gentleman, who, 


ke herſelf, inherited the name, though 


but a ſmall portion of the once ample poſ- 
ſeſſions of an ancient family. The death 
0f Captain Mountford, not only deprived 


; 1 bee of one of the beſt of huſbands, 


put involved. her, together with an infant 
ſon, in very diſtreſſed eircumſtances; ; ſhe 
did n Feng ſurvive g, a Frederic, 


. 110 1 "WT 


BENEDICT. 8 
at the time of his mother's death, was 
ſcarcely five years old. Mr. Butler hav- 


ing recently married his preſent lady could 
not refiſt the natural impulſes of the ſocial 


affections, which immediately pointed to 
himſelf as the proper patron of the orphan 


boy, whom he took into his family, and 


intended to educate as his own ſon; but, 
in this benevolent deſign he was ob- | 
ſtructed by the unamiable temper of his 
wife; ſhe had a rooted averſion to indi- 
gence, and that, alas! was the poor lad's 
natural inheritance: no arguments could 


prevail with her to treat him with any de- 

gree of kindneſs, and, though ſhe per- 
mitted him to be in the houſe, he was 
placed ſolely under the care of the houſe- 
keeper, with ſtrict orders never to ap- 
proach the parlour; it is probable the ir- 


riſiſtible power of infantile innocence, 


would have meliorated even her callous 
e Fo breaſt, - 


90 B EN E DIC TA 
breaſt, had it been ſuffered to exert its 
charms in her preſence, but ſhe ſeldom 
faw him, and, as he grew up he was ſent 
every day to a ſchool in the village, 
where he learned to read, write, and caſt 
| accompts, and moſt likely this would have 
been the ultimatum of his learning, had 
it not been for the good - nature of the cu- 
rate of che pariſh, who, obſerving him 
to be neglected by tchoſe to whom he 
ought to have been an object of attention 
and regard, naticed him in a oy —_— 
manner. 


7 Dr. Curtis Was a perſon of great learn- 
ing and judgment, though endowed with 
two large a ſhare of modeſt merit to ac- 


ceelerate his aſcent in the road of pre- 
ferment ; he was therefore content to take 
the care of two extenſive (pariſhes ' for a 


—_ — I yet if the 


love, 


n 
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love, reverence, and eſteem of his pariſh- 
oners could conſtitute wealth, he was cer- 
tainly a far richer man than moſt of the 
ſuperior dignitaries of the church; this 
worthy gentleman: ſoon diſcovered both a 


genius and underſtanding in young Mount- 


fort, which led him to regret the little 
care that had hitherto been taken of his 
education, and determined him to repair 
that deficiency himſelf; he, therefore, in- 
ſtructed him in the claſſics, moral and na- 
tural philoſophy, with various departments 


of the Belle Lettres, and ſuch was th e pro- 
greſs the youth made in theſe ſtudies as to 


qualify him in a time for filling che moſt 


conſpicuous ſtation in life, and certainly 
rendered him the moſt elegant compa- 
nion the doctor had met with ſince his 


reſidence in the Weſt; theſe advantages, 
however, which Frederic had the good' 


forrune to acquire from the benevolence of 


Dr. 
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Dr. Curtis, were wholly unknown to Mr. 


Butler, who, in compliance (with the in- 


clinations of his wife) ſpent but little time 


at his country ſeat, and ſcarcely knew 
whether his nephew had even learned the 


firſt rudiments of his native language; Mr. 


Mountford, from his confinement ſolely 
to the country, wanted, indeed, that aſ- 
ſured air which marks a public educa- 
tion; but he poſſeſſed, what is certainly 


more valuable, i. e. a native urbanity of 
ſoul, together with that frankneſs of heart 


which is the natural reſult of a good tem- 
per, and a ſound mind; fond of ſociety, 
and, indeed, formed for its higheſt en- 


i Joyrnents ; he ſpent the greateſt part of 


his time with his good friend the curate, 
and, when at home amuſed himſelf with 


thoſe books with which that gentleman's 


library ſupplied him, for though his be- 
haviour was aftable to all, he inherit ed 
mz from 


f 
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from nature a certain delicacy which pre- 


vented him from aſſociating with thoſe, 


his refined ſentiments led to conſider as 
the algar. ir hd e & 


* 2 » * 
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Some days after the above adventure, 


Miſs Clarkſon accidentally met the ſame 
young gentleman in the garden; he was 
reclining on a foreſt chair, with a book 
in his hand ; rather diſconcerted at the in- 
terview, he aroſe, with a genteel air, and 
politely bowing would have retired. 


« Good morrow, Mr. Mountford, 
(cried ſhe, in accents of the utmoſt good 
nature) I am ſorry for thus having inter- 
rupted you.“ b Hr, 


. — 


It is I, Madam, (he replied) who 


ought to apologize, and ſince I have hap- 


pily | this opportunity alloy me ſo to do, 


for 
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for what I fear you cannot but deem an 
impertinent intruſion.” 


A modeſt bluſh overſpread his face as 
he ſpoke — Benedicta immediately com- 


prehended his meaning, and returned — 


Indeed, Sir, I readily excuſe the in- 
cident you allude to, nee 1 furiey ws 
are fond of muſic. 


S-- 


© Paſfionately Madam.“ 
4 : ou P ay t n. 
| x No. 


That monyſyllable was uttered in a 
tone, which to the young lady at once 


expreſſed the plaintive regret of genius 


nn, as all her ideas were en 


not only with clearneſs- but celerity, in 
one moment ſhe had formed a little plan 
which ſhe conceived: nught be productive 
of advantage to him and of pleaſure to 
herſelf. 


I have been told (reſumed ſhe) that 
emulation is the ſoul of improvement, and 
I dare ſay I ſhould make a more rapid 
progreſs in that ſcience had I ſome one to 
conteſt the palm of excellence with. 
You ſhall take leſſons, Mountford, of the 


maſter who attends me, and we will ſee 


which of his Pupils ſhall beſt excell, 7 


The propoſal uttered whh fo pleading 


an air of ſincerity and good humour, was 


heard with grateful ſatisfaction :—he now 
ventured to turn his modeſt eye on the 
amiable perſon who had made it, and 
thought he ſaw female ſweetneſs clothed 
1011 in 
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held. To prevent che! n 
he was about to make, Miſs Clarkſon care- 
leſsly aſked what ſubject he had been 


* * 


| m— 


e Abtrinfarion of Lale Madam.” 


* You do not read it in the Italian, 


A feeling look replied in the negative, 


c Well, e that ſoon ſee which of us 


two ſhall moſt admire the poet in his own 
language, but 1 muſt haſten to dreſs for 


dinner, — adieu — - be ſure you attend in 


the muſic parlour t. to-morrow morning at 


| ren. 


| 
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From this time an innocent and 3 agree- 
able intimacy was formed between the 
young couple ; they mutually felt their 
ſituations in ſo retired a place, enlivened 
by the ſociety of each other, and as there | 
was a ſtriking ſimilarity i in the ſentiments 
and diſpoſition of both, they were led by 
a kind of inſtinct to facilitate all oppor- 
tunities of being together. Sometimes he 
ſung while ſhe played — ſometimes read 
to her as ſhe fat at work, and was gene- 

rally the companion of her rambles over 
the park or fields which ſurrounded the 
| houſe. At length, that ſort of friendſhip 
began inſenſibly to ſubſiſt between them 
which could truly boaſt the platonic na- 
ture — neither of them dreamt of love — 
yet they were always happieſt when t6ge- 
ther, and were accuſtomed to expreſs their 
ſentiments to each other, with the: frank- 


"— the confidence, of a fraternal relation. wy 


Vox. I. F CHAP. 
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X /FISS CLARKSON was ſo perfectly 
4 ſatisfied with the poſture of affairs 
at Butler-place, that ſhe really felt herſelf 
much more comfortably ſituated than ſhe 
had ever been fince the death of her pa- 
rents. Mrs. Butler, however, could per- 


* ceive nothing attractive in the retirement 
of her ſplendid manſion, and therefore, as 
ſoon as ſhe ſuppoſed the company were 
- afſembled at Bath, determined on remov- 
ing thither. Benedicta, was by no means 
e elated. 
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elated at the ſcheme, but propriety al- 
lowed her no excuſe for declining the 
jaunt, and ſhe ſat out for that city in 
company with her guardian and his lady. 
On their arrival, Mrs. Butler ſelected for 
| her companion a young lady of her ac- 
quaintance, whoſe perfect knowledge of 
the etiquette of polite life, ſhe preſumed, 
would be of infinite advantage in correct. 
ing the taſte of her ward, for ſhe was not 
without ſtrong apprehenſions „that the 
lingularity (as | ſhe termed it) of Miſs 
Clarkſon's humour, would draw on them 
the ridicule of the company. N 


Miſs Fordyce was handſome, genteel, 
and ſprightly, with a pretty ſtrong daſh of 
the coquette in her diſpoſition: Benedicta 
was charmed with the livelineſs of her 
manners, there was in it ſomething re- 

ſembling her own humour, but ſhe had 
. „ not 
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not yet made the diſcovery, that what in 


herſelf was pure uncorrupted nature; in this 
lady originated ſolely in affectation, and, 


was in fact, nothing more than coquetry 


in diſguiſe, and ſupported only . by the 


adulation with which her vanity” was fed. 
Miſs Clarkſon appeared ſo well pleaſed 
with her companion, that Mrs. Butler 


began ſecretly to applaud herſelf in the 
ſucceſs of her ſcheme ; when, alas! as the 
novelty of the objects around began to 
wear off, the young lady again diſcovered 

ſymptoms of the ſame refractory turn 
which had given her ſo much vexation in 
London. One morning, being juſt about 
to ſet out for the pump-room, Benedicta 
told her ſhe ſhould not * thither that 
morning. 


« And what, pray, is your r reaſon my 
dear. * 


ö 


| 
| 
1 


« As I do not feel myſelf at all diſ- 


poſed, Madam, I will wait here your 


n 


« Pſhaw! — did you really ſuppoſe. 
child, that people go thither Pu. for 


the benefit of the water.“ 


« If not, I own I am puzzled to ac- 


count for their invariable appearance 
there.” 8 


cc Why, they go for the ſake of conver- 


ſation, to de ſure.” 


« Truly, Madam, I ſhould. not have 


ſuſpected it fo, as I never could hear any 


thing uttered there, but a confuſed jargon 


of unmeaning exclamations, or common 


place compliments — and I confeſs I 
am tired of it.. | 
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It was to no purpoſe, Mrs. Butler 
frowned, and deſired her to lay aſide ſuch 
ruſtic opinions — ſhe ſtill perſiſted in the 
liberty of following her own choice, in- 
dependent of that of other people.” 


Shortly after, ſome gentlemen of their 


acquaintance requeſted their company at 


the play that evening : Mrs. Butler 
readily affented, but Benedicta declared 
ſhe could not think of it, as the piece, 


| intended to be performed, was, of all 
1 others, her averſion, 


7 My dear Ma'am, (replied a ſmart 

young fellow) give me leave to ſay, that 
can be a point of no moment, the Play 
irſelf ; is no object.“ 


Fc And, pray v * then conſtitutes the 


object: bs 
_ Tho 
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« The company, undoubtedly - beſides, 
Ma'am, to night is for the benefit of 
the celebrated M——, all the world 
will be there — he has a large family, and 
one ought to reward merit.” | 


Jou are right, Sir, and therefore I 
will take half a dozen tickets, though 
without impoſing on myſelf the taſk of 
being preſent at a piece I deteſt.” 


3 proteſt, Miſs Clarkſon, ( faid Mrs. 

Butler) you wall abſolutely render your- 
ſelf ridiculous, and I ſhall be actually 
aſhamed in being ſeen with you.” 


| Benedicta could not avoid cling: at 
the gravity of this ſpeech. — © Fear not, 
my dear Madam, (returned ſhe with an 
air of pleaſantry) the world is too much 
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engroſſed by its own concerns, to be 
offended with a poor inſignificant girl.“ 


40 Nay, Ma' am, reſumed the beau ) 


you muſt not expect to be confounded 


with the undiſtinguiſnable group, Miſs 
Clarkſon is too conſpicuous an object; 
but, yet Madam, even you, though born 
to keep the Univerſe in awe, muſt ſome- 


times bend to the laws of faſhion.” 


I do not to Idols,” be ſhe 
farcaſtically. 


| | Mrs. Butler | ſeverely frowned, ſome 0 f | 
the company ſhrugged their ſhoulders, 


but the reply was heard with a look of 
ineffable approbation by a young gentle- 
: man, who had been an auditor of the 
| above debate, from which he had enter- 
tained the higheſt © opinion of Mifs 


Y _ Clarkſon! 8 


 BENEDICTA: my 
Clarkſon s underſtanding and ſentiments; 

he had before ſeen and admired her per- 
ſon, but this ſpecimen of her turn of mind 
excited in his breaſt ſome very intereſting 
feelings; to ſay truth the frankneſs and 
independency of her ſpirit were very 
nearly allied to his own — they conſtituted 
the deſirata which he had in vain ſought 
to meet with in the various beauties of 
his acquaintance ; it was his ſettled opi- 
nion that moſt of the errors and miſcon- 
duct of life have their origin in a baſe ſer- 
vility to the opinions and faſhions of 
others — Many a man and woman too 
(he would ſay) might have paſſed their 
days in felicity, had they not weekly re- 
ſigned their own taſte to the arbitrary con- 
troul of the world; — © the perſon who 
in the poſſeſſion of youth, rank, and for- 
rune, ventured to entertain ſuch obſolete 
ideas, was no other than, Lord\Davenport, 
F 5 only 
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largened by ed 


only fon of the earl of S to a per- 
ſon the moſt elegant he united a mind en- 
ion, and a knowledge 
of the world ; at the ſame time, he poſſeſſed: 
the utmoſt ſweetneſs and generoſity of 
of temper; as he had himſelf no inclina- 
tion for the play that evening, he would 
have thought it a moſt fortunate circum- 
ſtance to have paſſed it in a tetẽ- a- tetẽ 
with Miſs Clarkſon; that, however, did 


not appear practicable; but fortune, when 


leaſt ſolicited, is ſometimes moſt favour- 
able; and if he was not favoured with a 
tetẽ- a· tetẽ he had the good fortune to paſs 


fome hours in her company — Mrs. 
Butler, determining to be at the theatre, 
propoſed (though not with the moſt oblig- 


ing air) that Benedicta, to avoid being 
quite alone, ſhould fpend the evening with 
Lady Betty Renholds, whoſe indiſpoſi- 


4 von the knew would keep her at her 


home ——— 
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hand or. there was net the 'moſt ex- 
alted proſpect of ſocial, pleaſure to be 
expected from the eee, of a valetu- 


dan | 


( ot% FRY 


| Mis Clarkſon, whoſe leading principle 
in every action was the deſire of confer- 


ring, rather than receiving pleaſure, put 
a book in her pocket before ſhe ſat out on 
her viſit, imagining it might afford enter - | 


inment to her ladyſhip ; but the, had 


ſcarcely, gend a couple. of pages, before, 


the door was W and Lord e 
Was mn. 120 to ff 5H 


517: 2 41 Nr nt toxÞ 4 a 


This ned was a relation of Lady 


Bettys; if, therefore, the viſit was not 


ſtrictly etiqueaes- that circumſtance nen- 


ip,. aſter mn ber happine 
_ <dmpany's:»propaſed- a game at tiny 
wu F 6 I during 


108 BENE DIC T A. 
gane which, Much mighe have been 
diſcovered from the language of the eyes 
had Benedicta had any curiofity to attend 
to ſuch intelligence; void of deſign on any 
human being, her chief attention was fixed 
on the cards, ſo that his lordſhip, who 
could only now and then engage a tran- 
flent glatte, was not enabled to make the 
noteſt diſcoveries in the ſtate of her 
Heart + the evening, however, was paſſed 
perfectly agreeable to all,” and when Miſs 

_ ClatKfon' took her leave; Lord Davenport 
termined to attend her home, walking 
by the fide of her chair till he ſaw her 
ſafely ſet down at Mr. Butler's houſe,” and 


. 
eee moſt e l leave. 
lil n 1 l 81 I- {1 294 eat] 


-"Thenext morning Mrs. Butler's natural 
inquiſitiveneſs prompted her to enquire if 
any other company had been at Lady 
„the 


4 ; 


n 5 on the w n 
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ROPE led her penetrating genius to diſcern 
ſomething which Benedicta did 20 diſ- 
cern, nor indeed think of. Elate with 
the diſcovery ſhe' thought it a duty to 
f. U ggeſt ſome advice for the future- regula- 
tion of her conduct, e ſhe at in the 
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Vou are not inſenfible, I preſume, 

Miſs Clarkſon, to the uncommon perfee- 
tion of Lord Davenpoft, who, if I miſ- 
take not, already feels a pencbant in your 
favour; the circumſtance! I conceive as 
highly fortunate to you, ſince he is not only | 
a nobleman of great merit but his for- 
tune is moſt ample; in a word it would 
be ſuch an alliance as you ought to prefer 
to that of any other who might hereaſter 
offer you addreſſes — indeed I much 
wonder, ſince he is not wholly a ſtranger 
to * — vulgarity of taſte, that 
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x: perſon. of his refined. b edi 


de extremely careful how you behave in 
future . thoſe low life ideas, thoſe ruſs 
tic-notions,, which you ſo improperly dit 

cover, will infallibly diſguſt him; be on 
your guard then I beg, and conſider that 


conſequently. you will very ſoon become 
a cunteſs : bis fortune indeed is an of 


It was the peculiar deſtiny of this 
young lady that her notions were to run 
counter on moſt occaſions to thoſe of her 
ige mönitrefa. 4 I ſhould: think him 
without a title. ion 2U0y 05 
r The 


form an opinion in your | ee 8 
fince iris ſo, let me adviſe, you, Child, ta 
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« The girl is an idiot, 1 chink; 5 n, 


Mrs. Butler peeviſhly, and repeating as 


ſhe flung out of the room) * as agreeable. 


without r I have * e 


- * a 
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F' ! 
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e eee is che una⸗ 


LP yoidable lot of mortals, ſay the 
moraliſts; it was the reflection with which 
Mrs. Butler conſoled herſelf under the 


preſſure of a moſt galling mortification 


which had befallen her; the mantua 
maker had failed of her wonted xpedi 
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and, as the mode of dreſs was known 


to keve ſuſtained ſome. variation fince the 
revolution of the laſt moon, it was im- 


poſſible for that lady to appear at the 


rooms in conſequence of the accident be- 
fore - mentioned, ſo ſoon, by ſome days, as 
ſhe certainly had intended; at length, 


P Lo poo 


however, theſe i important affairs being hap< 


pily adjuſted, the evening arrived on which 
The, with Miſs Clarkſon, were to make 
their appearance in that ſplendid and nu- 


merous aſſembly; Miſs Fordyce having, 


at the expiration” of about eight hours, 
completed the important buſineſs of the 


tailette, impatiently ran to ſeek her young 
_— whom at laſt ſhe diſcovered buſily 
ngaged at her eſcrutoire in writing a 
ads all the indifference to the even- 
ing amuſement, of a perſon who has run 
mne whole round of pleaſure till the power 


of fie is no Jonger found therein. 
Das | : * « Bleſs 
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« Bleſs me Benedicta, what not dreſſed ; 
who could have expected to find you thus 
employed at ſuch ; a en. 


« Iam vaſtly glad, my + you have | 
reminded me of our engagement, for 


5 


e I had . 
2 - Md It ( mints the other lady 

with the utmoſt aſtoniſhment) and is that 

poſſible.” 


8 Why, Charlotte, did \ you never ex- 
perience ſuch an abſence of mind.“ 


__ - «Yes, when ſomething more intereſting 
has LE: to wa uy attention,” 
e That was — my * at id 
» had a letter to We * thaw! even- 


I | &« Tg 
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Is that an intereſting affair, when 


compared with the charming importance 
of a firſt appearance at the rooms; but 1 


entreat you will begin to dreſs, though 
poſſitively you have not more than half an 
hour on your hands for that purpoſe.” 


« That is abundantly ſufficient Char- 
lotte; — ep am 
at thoſe matters. “ 


Miſs Fordyce gave her a ſmile more of 
contempt than good-humour; but to ſay 
the truth, ſhe was not at all diſpleaſed at 
the apparent negligence of Miſs Clarkſon 
in the point of drefs, fince it gave ſome al- 


leviation to certain apprehenſions ſhe had 
entertained of being eclipſed in the arti- 
cle of appearance, by the ſuperior beauty of 
chat young lady. In a leſs ſpace of time 
than bud been * her; Benedicta was 
E 1 . equipped 
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cpa with all the aden. of taſte; 
and all the ſplendor which ſhe ſuppoſed 
her rank iir life demanded. | 


When the two ladies, with Mrs. But- 
ler, entered the ball room, a general mur- 
mur aroſe of Who is it? Wbo is it?“ 


« Do not you obſerve (whiſpered Miſs 
Ford yce) what univerſal notice you have 
attracted ; but come do not let it diſeon- 
cert you, for, upon my honour, you book 

charmingly.““ ü 

« But why may we not ſuppoſe that 
it is you Charlotte who have ann this 
immoderate gaze. 5 ; 

The vanity of Miſs Fordyce was orati- 
fied by the ſuggeſtion, ever eager to graſp 
at flattery, even from her own hays ſhe 
forgot 
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forgot that her face was in reality much 
inferior in point of beauty to that of her 
companion, beſides its wanting the charm 
of novelty, having . been regularly exhi- 
bited in the ſame place every ſeaſon, for 
the laſt half dozen years ; with an effected 
ſmile ſhe replied ; — As you ſay indeed 
one cannot preciſely determine to which 

of us the impertinence is levelled.” 


It was at the urgent requeſt, or rather 
command of Mrs. Butler, that Miſs 
Clarkſon conſented to appear in a minuet, 
which ſhe did with that graceful com- 
poſure which cauſed the inimitable charms, 
both of her perſon and air, to appear with 
unſ; peakable advantage, for though it was 
obvious ſhe had attracted the general at- 

tention, yet, as that was a circumſtance 


ſhe neither valued or deſired, her motions 
were as perfectly caſy as if at that moment 
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ſhe had only been ſurrounded by a 
private party of familiar friends, totally 
free from that aukward trepidation which 
a too eager deſire of pleaſing plunges 
many a one into, at the very inſtant they 
are concerned to appear with the utmoſt 


advantage. 


After ſhe had returned to her ſeat 
amidſt the plaudits of every ſpectator, 
“J would lay a wager,” (cryed Miſs For- 

dyce) * that you make half a ſcore con- 
_ queſts to night, Clarkſon.” 


« will not predict to myſelf ſo great 
an inconvenience Charlotte.” 


3+. 


« Ah, you little diſſembler — I believe 
you would not conſider them in that 
light. ow of 


Indeed, my dear, I ſhould, Grice I 
really 
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really could not find time for diſmiſſing. 


ſuch a number of admirers.” 


« Diſmiſs them — Oh ! the ſimpleton, 


| you mean to fan the hopes — that is no 


object of my ſtudy child. ” 


cc « Fye on you giddy girl. I will not 
believe you ſo great a foe to your on 


repoſe, as to encourage a lover merely 


with a view of deceiving him at laſt.“ 


= Pſhaw, you do not ſuppoſe that half 


of them are any more in earneſt than 
ourſe Ives.” | | 


c« Then why degrade your Own dignity 


by ſuffering the fulſome adulations of un- 


meaning e. 1 


'To this queſtion the lady * wered 
by another — « Suppoſe (ſaid ſhe) they 
really 
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really feel what they profeſs, will you not 
allow there is an infinite pleaſure in re- 
ceiving the homage of ſincere eſteem.” 
Les, when we are concious of deſerve. 
ing it — not otherwiſe.” 


« And where is the woman who thinks 
ſhe deſerves not all the reſpect and atten- 
tion paid her.” 


« She, who is conſcious of deſigning 
only to ſport with the feelings of an honeſt 
heart —in the nature of things, * 
muſt be that very woman.. 


« At that inſtant, as the company were 


preparing for country dances, the two ladies 
obſerved Lord Davenport advancing to- 
Wards them; as it was uncertain to which 
of them he meant to offer his hand; Miſs 7 
| et 
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Fordyce immediately arrogated that ho= 
nour to herſelf, and with a triumph in her 
looks, which ſhe could not conceal, caſt 
an exulting glance on the pretty ruſtic at 
her ſide, for ſuch, in fact, was the light in 
which her own vanity led her to conſider 
her fair friend. But to her unſ] peakable 
mortification his lordſhip ſelected Miſs 
Clarkſon, a conduct the more ſeverely felt 
by the other lady, as (ſetting aſide her 
natural vanity) ſhe had thought proper to 
conſider his lordſhip as more immediately 
her own prize, not that he had ever diſco- 
-vered any partiality towards her, but poſ- 
fibly ſhe might have felt ſomething of that 
ſort towards him. 


+] Lord Davenport, completely happy in 
his fair partner, was all life and gaiety, 
whilſt ſhe on her part eſteeming him as 


one of the moſt * men ſhe had met 
3 vith 
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with in public life; converſed with that 
charming vivacity, which was, indeed the 
natural characteriſtic of her temper, but 
which his lordſhip would willingly have 
conſidered as the effect of ſomething 
more. He was indeed deeply enamoured 
of Miſs Clarkſon no woman in his idea 
ever appeared half ſo lovely; he had 
never converſed with one ſo entirely agree- 
able to his own, taſte, but certain private 
reaſons had hitherto reſtrained him from 

. diſcovering the ſmalleſt intimation of his 
paſſion. This Nobleman, though young, 
gay, and the object of univerſal approbation 
with the ladies, was of a dif poſition border- 
ing too much on the ſentimental to incline 
him ever to make an offer of his hand be- 
fore ſomething of a perſonal preference 
ſhould be diſcernable in the lady of his 
Choice, for which reaſon he was particu- 
| larly aſſiduous to diſcover, if Poſſible, the 
Wor. I. 1 ſtate 
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ſtate of that heart, to the poſſeſſion of 
which he had affixed the idea of conſum= 
mate felicity. There was alſo another mo- 
tive which powerfully prevailed for the 
| ſuppreſſing an ecclairciſſement at preſent ; ; 
his lordſhip had a father (the Earl of 


kde _ 


S——) whom he honoured with all the 
cordiality of filial affection, on no account 
therefore would he venture the engaging 
a lady's affections without his paternal 
ſanction, and it was in order to ſolicit bis 
that he actually defigned to quit Bath on 
the next morning. — Happening to men- 
tion this intention during the interval of 
a country dance, Benedicta replied appa- 
rently with ſome emotion. 


lite To morrow my lord ! and ſhall yau 


really leave ws fon 1' 


Thune accents with which ſhe ſpoke darted 
a thrilling pleaſure through the ſoul of 
15 4 nl 


BENEDICTA ng 


Lord Davenport, as We are ever ingenius 
in diſcovering whatever flatters our hopes, 
his lordſhip actually drew from this little 
incident as favourable a preſage as he 
could with — but here he was certainly | 
miſtaken, the warmth, with which Miſs 
Clarkſon had reiterated his intention, was 
very far from proceeding from any repug- 
nance ſhe felt to the meaſure, but was 
merely an effect of ſurprize, ſhe not hav= 
ing heard any intimation of his departure 
before, concluded ſo ſudden a revolution 
rather extraordinary. — Elavated to tranſ- 
port, Lord Davenport, at that | moment, 
thought the preſence of ſo many ſpectators 
an inconvenience which he could readily 
have diſpenſed with. —< Charming Miſs 
Clarkſon, ( cried he,) could I; durſt 2 * 
here he checked himſelf — looked down, 
Was embarraſſed, | 


OE ook « What 
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„ What would your lordſhip ſay,” re- 
turned ſhe with the utmoſt inſenſibility. 


—_—__ 
P 


« Ah! Madam, — but — a" you not 
go down this dance.” 
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« ' Certainly.” 


Here the dance was called ; the muſic 
began; and Benedicta from that moment 
thought no more of her lover's uncon- 
nected ſpeeches, or his viſible embar- 


raſsment. 


"2 
* = 
5 
3 by 
2 
TI 1 
>< ; 
* ME 
* i 
1 
— Y 4 
2 
® * . 
* . 
ed 
= 
RO. 
- 8 
2 


C HAP. 


B E NE DIC TA. 125 


CHAP. XI. 


HE remaining time which Mrs. 
Butler determined on paſling at Bath, 
was far from appearing irkſome to Miſs 
Clarkſon, the galety of the place being 
not at all unſuitable to the livelineſs of 
her temper, and, eccepting that ſhe now 


and then diſplayed what that lady 1 Was 


s BENEDICTA 
Pleaſed to call a ſingularity of thinking, 


' does the doctor and my worthy Sally; Ws . 


they might be faid to have lived together 
on a very amicable footing ; but yet there 


was ſomething in the recollection of Butler 


Place extremely pleaſing to her imagina- 


tion, it was not therefore with any feelings 


of regret that ſhe returned to that manſion, 


where ſhe was welcomed by her friend 
Mountford, with all the appearance of 


honeſt joy ſparkling in his countenance. 


„I know not how it is,” ſaid he, te but 
before I had the happineſs of knowing 


you, life ſeemed to have no vacancies; 


but when you are abſent I perceive an 
uncomfortable vacuum.” 


« Tam much obli ged to you for a com- 


pliment which I am pleaſed in taking to 


myſelf — but ſay, my good Frederic, how 


am 


BENE UIC TRY at 

am impatient, after the din of nonſenſe 
which has lately tired my ears, to enjoy 
the ſweet pleaſures of her converſation.” 


The young lady, whom in the familia- 
rity of friendſhip Miſs Clarkſon often cal- 
led Sally, was the daughter of Dr. Cur- 
tis, an amiable, ſenſible young woman, 
with whom ſhe had formed a very pleaſe 
: ing intimacy ; Miſs Curtis had received Þ 
from the paternal care of the beſt of fa- 
thers every advantage of a poliſhed educa- 
tion, which, united to a temper. naturally 
benign, rendered her a moſt valuable com- 
panion. As ſhe conſidered ' young Mount= 
ford in the double light of an unfortu- 
nate perſon, and the friend of her fa- 
ther, her behaviour towards him was 
ſomething more than polite, it was a ten- 
der circumſtance which perhaps had not 
been FRO noticed by Benedicta, 
8 had 


ak nnr 


had i it not been for an incident which oc 
curred ſoon after her return from Bath. 
One evening taking a walk with that 
young lady and Mr. Mountford, agreeable 
to their frequent cuſtom, as they were ſit- 
ting on the ſtump of an old tree beneath 
a hedge, it happened that a beautiful bird 
of the finch kind, fluttered ſo near the 
fpot where they were ſitting, that Frede- 
ric, by an eaſy motion of his hand, laid 
hold of the little ſongſter — it proved to 
be a goldfinch — he held it for ſome mi- 
nutes on his finger without fpeaking, look- 
ing with a ſort of aukward embarraſs- 
ment firſt at one lady then on the other 
I at the bird alternately. 


8 
1 5 y 


Let it go, (cried Benedicta, ) it is good 
ſor nothing. It is a ſweet creature, (ſaid 


Miſs Curtis) and I am ſure i it will ſing.” 
| « Wil 


Will you accept it then, Madam,” 


replied Frederic, offering it to her, though 


not without ſome heſitation. The lady 
| took it with a ſmile of thanks ; Miſs Clark- 


fon looked rather pale — not that in fact 


the cared for the bird, but forgetting the 
contemptible opinion which ſhe had 


given of it, ſhe certainly thought i it might 


as well have been preſented to herſelf; 
however, ſhe concealed her feelings for the 


preſent, but no ſooner was ſhe alone, than 
ſhe began to inveſtigate that affair with a 


feriouſneſs ſhe had never diſcovered on ſo 
flight an occaſion ; the action of Mount- 


ford, in her idea, betrayed a partiality ta 


Sally, and, on farther reflection, ſhe 
thought the ſame had been apparent on 


other occaſions — the concluſion ſenſibly 
pained her, yet without her knowing why, } 
for the could not but allow that there was 


every obli gation on his ſide ſor treating 
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that young lady with the greateſt civility; 
but then there could be none on her's for | 
a ſimilar diſtinction, and yet ſhe recol- 
lected ( for the firſt time indeed) that Miſs 
Curtis s behaviour to him had ſomething 
in it remarkably attentive. Well let it 
de ſo (cried ſhe at length) what is all this 
to me, I only reſpect Mountford as a 
friend; as a poor unfortunate orphan; =_ 
1 certainly can be _—_ at all to me.“ 


8 days aſterwards happening to be 
alone with Frederic, —< What a fweet 

bird that was (ſaid Miſs Clarkfon) which 
you gave Sally the other evening. 


Did you really think it ſo (returned 
he colouring) I en you did not like 


it, or- 


Without 
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Without ſtopping to hear another word 
he immediately diſappeared; as he was Xx 
tremely beloved in the village, it was no 


difficult matter for him to procure the 


ready aſſiſtance of half a ſcore lads for the 


purpoſe he meditated. By the next morn- 


ing therefore he had gotten half a dozen 


goldfinches, which he placed in a cage, 
and running with them to Bennedicta, — 
« Now, Madam, (cried he) here is variety, 


and you may take your choice.“ 


Mi What : a group of little ugly thing have 
you got here — I do not ſee one amongſt 


them that is half ſo pretty as that which 
you gave „ 


The repetition of that which you gave” 


Sally, had a ſenſible effect on nn. 


« Then you are diſpleaſed; I am fure 
"= of 1 5 had 
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chuſe and accept one of theſe birds, and 
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had I thought you would have | accepted 


99 


7 


*, « Difpleaſed — what nonſenſe — how 
can you imagine ſuch a thing. 


« Yes, but you are Benedicta; and to 
confeſs the truth, I was thinking on what 
manner to preſent it to you; when you 


checked me at once by ſaying that it was 


good for nothing : You have di — 
me beyond expreſſion.” 


= Pſhaw, whoever heard ſuch ſtuff be- 


fore — ſurely you could not think me 


etherwiſe than in jeft.”* 
Such jeſting, however, hurts me more 
than you are aware of — But to convince 


me you were only in jeſt, I entreat you to 


then 
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then I will give you credit — not elſe re. 
, Lo. A 


« Well then — do you chufe for me.” 


„That I will moſt readily; here is one 
which is a thoufand times prettier than 
that J caught the other night — J have a 
cage ready for it, and as often as I fee it 
I ſhall ſay — little fellow thou art the 
ſeal of poor Frederic's pardon.” - OY: 


I have no patience; when was I acs 
rually offended ? | i 


Ty will believe you are not fo now, 
(ſmiling) and ſo it will all be very well.” 


| While they were talking, a carriage 
drove up to the houſe. As their ſituation | 
admitted a diſtinct view of it, Benedicta 
recognilipg 


recogniſing the perſon who alighted, im- 
mediately exclaimed with ſome emotion, 
« It is Lord Davenport, as I live.” 


The ſight of a handſome young man, 
who had never before been a viſitor there, 
| together with the tone of her voice, in- 
fuſed ſomething into the brain of poor 
Frederic, which he could not diſtinctly 
define; whatever it was, the ideas excited 
thereby were not of the moſt pleaſing kind, 
and he replied in rather a dejected voice, 
« An expected gueſt then 1 preſume, 
Madam.” 


« No, ( returned he 1 heſitatingly) 
Not expected I think.” 


In fat 3 to expect his 
Lordſhip — but from what Mrs. Butler 


_—  ' once obſerved to her, ſhe could not but 


284 0 ſuſpect 
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ſuſ pect ſomething of the nature of the vi- 
ſit, which made her rather thoughtful, ; 


Mountford perceiving it forebore any far- 
ther queſtions, and ſoon after took leave 


and retired. 


2 


The reader is already appriſed of Lord 
Davenport's private ſentiments, whoſe 
viſit to the Earl, his Ather, was attended 

with all the ſucceſs he could deſire; for the 
| worthy Peer being no ſtranger either to the 
reſpectable family, of the young lady, or 
the amiable character which fame had 
Juſtly aſcribed to her, not only approved 

his ſon's choice, but expreſſed the moſt 
zealous wiſhes for his fuccefs. The lover 
therefore being returned to Bath, and find- 
ing on enquiry, that the Butler family 
were at their own ſeat, loſt no time in pur- 
ſuing his journey thither, where he met 8 


with a polite and cordial reception both 


23 
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from Mr. and Mrs. Butler, though, per- 
haps from motives ſomewhat different i in 


their nature: . the former really eſteemed 


his lordſhip ; 3. with the latter his title alone 


was a ſu ent recom mendation to her fa- 


your. Theſe points, however, he did not 


nicely inveſtigate, it was ſufficient that he 


1 ſaw himſelf well received by both; nor 


did the lady, to whom the viſit was prin- 


cipally intended, difcover any thing which 
might check the ardour of his pleaſurable 
reflections. 


| The next morning Lord Davenport rofe 
earlier than uſual, in order to obtain a pri- 


vate conferrence with Mr. Buttler, in 
which he briefly informed him of the och 


cafion of his viſit, and concluded with 


ſaying: To obtain your approbation, 


Sir, of my ſuit, is a meaſure which, the 


—_ I owe Miſs Clarkſon's high 
character, 
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character, indiſſ penſibly leads me Primal 


to Purſue. 2 


« I can neither, my Lord, be ſo un- 
Juſt to your merit or that lady's deſert as 
to heſitate a moment; the affection I bear 
Miſs Clarkſon, leads me to a truly pater- 
nal anxiety for her welfare; ſhe is certainly 
entitled to every conſideration of rank and 
fortune; but theſe alone would be far 
from having any weight in my determi- 
nation; your lordſhip's character induces 
me to promiſe every concurrence on my 
part; her fortune i is ample and — 


00 Mention it not, ny dear Sir, I be- 
ſeech you; with me 7hat is no object; 
you have rendered me happy by your 5 
goodneſs; one aſſurance more is only ne- 
ceſſary. It will not, Itruſt, denn painful 
taſk 


2 


+ formed by her huſband of the ſubſtance of 
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taſk to ſolicit a heart that } is in ref 


ſion of another. " 


On that ſcore there is no room for un- 
eaſineſs; the heart of Benedicta, my Lord, 


is ſo perfectly the ſeat of ſincerity that I 
think ſhe would have no ſecret of that 
kind, which her confidence in me would 
not lead her readily to diſcloſe; it has 
been my endeavour to deſerve her filial 


ſentiments I flatter gle I you on.” 


| | . yields ſo pleaſing a 


ſenſation, that we wonder not at finding 


people ready to enjoy it as often as they , 


can, with a ſhew of plauſibility, arrogate 


to their own wiſdom or prudence the ſuc- 
ceſs of another's aftairs, for this reaſon it 
doubtleſs was, that Mrs. Butler, when in- 


the 
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the above converſation, exclaimed in a 
tone of exultation, 5 551 


« Aye ſee the advantage of proper 
connections Mr. Butler; had I been one 
of your low-bred people, Benedicta would 
not have reaped the advantage of an ac- 
quaintance with ſuch a man as Lord Da- 
venport, but you know I was always ex- 
tremely particular in the choice of my 
company, and a moſt fortunate circum- 
ſtance it certainly was that the girl was 
placed under my patronage: I wiſh, how- 
ever, ſhe may not ſpoil the effects of my 
prudence, by any of her romantic airs. 
It will be proper, I think, for me to give - 
hera lecture previous to her reception of 
his lordſhip.” - b „ 


Say what you pleaſe, my dear, (re- 
Pied Mr, Butler) but I muſt own were 
"FF Lord 


_ BENEDICT A. 


Lord Davenport, I ſhould not thank you i 
for endeavouring to ſuppreſs her charm- 


ing Natvette.” 

Upon my honour, Sir, your concep- 
tions are ſo exceſſively low, that were I 
leſs regardleſs of the welfare of that 
thoughtleſs young creature, you would 
force me to reſolve againſt troubling my- 
ſelf any farther about her.” 


222222 
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Mr. Butler ſmiled, bowed and with- 
drew; ; juſt as he had reached the lobby he 
met Eros Clarkſon ripping haſtily down - 


© Whither ſo faſt, my dear girl, I wiſh 
to ſpeak with * if you are not e 
larly engage 


„My bird; my ſweet goldfinch is this 
moment flown out of its cage; I dare fay 
kno. d I dhall 


. 
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1 mall allure it to me; T will attend you 


, 


in a moment, Sir.” 


* 


« Stop ( ſeizing her hand) I will ring 

for ſome of the ſervants to go aſter it; 

mean time liſten to me, and ſince you are 

ſo fond of keeping creatures in captivity; 

I can tell you of one who will n in his 
bondage.“ 


Benedicta too reſpectful to her good 
guardian to diſcover any farther reluctance, 
ſuffered him to lead her to the breakfaſt 
parlour, and leaving her bird to the care 
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of the ſervants he had ſent in ſearch of 
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it, ſhe aſſured him ſhe was all attention to 
what he wiſhed to _ 1 
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cc Then pray, my ſweet girl, ſay ** is 
the ſtate of that gentle heart of yours. 
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« ] will 
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3 1 will tell you in a moment, Sir, 

( humourouſly bying her hand on her 

| breaſt), huſh it beats; one, two, three ; 
Oh! I perceive its full of love and reve- 
rence. to my good guardian; of benevo- 
5 lence to the world at large. 


le But has che world at large (returned 
Mr. Butler ſmiling) preſented no obj ect 
worthy of Benedicta's particular attach- 
ment.“ | 7 


« Really I believe not; but, my dear 
Sir, wherefore this extraordinary enquiry.” 


* Becauſe there is a gentleman who 
aſpires to the honour of ſuch an attach- 
ment, and who I will venture to pro- 
nounce, is deſerving it. Briefly then, 
Lord Davenport profeſſes himſelf your 
n and has actually this morning 
We it ſolicited | 


 BENEDICTA ng 
. folicited my -conſent on that ſcore ; tell 
me then do you condemn me for beſtow- 


*I can condemn no meaſure of your's, 
Sir, reſpecting myſelf, becauſe I know that 
a regard for my happineſs muſt be the 
motive of it at all times; but really I 
could wiſh Lord Davenport had never in- 
dulged an intention of the ſort.” 


Mr. Butler, who probably regarded that 


declaration merely as a piece of female 
fineſſe, not unuſual on ſuch occaſions, re- 


plied with a ſmile ; & Well, ſay what you 


pleaſe to his lardſhip on that head, as long 


as you are not very angry at my part of 


the buſineſs,” and then quitted the 


room, leaving the young lady in ſo re- 


flective a mood that ſhe. ſcarcely per- 
ceived his departure: either by chance or 
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deſign he had left the door a jar, and in a 
few ſeconds Lord Davenport himſelf ſur- 


prized her i in this muſing attitude ; ſhe had 


ſcarcely time to remove her eyes from 
the floor before he had drawn a chair cloſe 


to her's. She haſtily aroſe and would have 


been out of the room in an inſtant, if he 
had not ſeized her hand, exclaiming at the 
fame time with a tender yet reſpectful air. 


« Nay, deareſt madam, you muſt not, 
ſhall not fly me thus; this is an opportu- 
nity I have anxiouſly ſought and thus — 
thus (throwing himſelf at her feet) I em- 


brace it to avow my ardent paſſion, and 


to declare that on your favourable ac- 
ceptance of my vows, depends the ſole 
—_ of 925 life.” 


« You muſt riſe, my Lord, or 1 het 
tively cannot —_—_ <7 


« Wii 


SENEDITCTAY vgs 
Will you conſent then to hear me. 


Certainly; the reſpect J entertain for 
your lordſhip will impel my attention to 


. ee you would with to lay.“ ffs 


4 


en thouſand thanks; I will Wan 
you, Madam, (riſing) and now. permit 


me to declare that I have long conſidered 
Miſs Clarkſon as the firſt of women 


and ——. * 


£ 3 5 


. « Stop, my Lord, I beſeech you; ſuch 
a profeſſion from you will make me I fear 
doo vain.” 


be“ Four noble ſuperiority, Madam, to 


that of perf] picuity, places you in my idea 


above your whole ſex; but were I weak 
enough to value ſuch a ſenſation; my 
J © paäaſſion 
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paſſion is of too ardent a nature to be fal s- 
fied with ſo poor a gratification; yet at 
the very moment I dare profeſs my feel- 
ings I am but too ſenſibly mortified by 
the conſciouſneſs of the little claim I 
can have to the favour of a lady, whoſe 
merit in my eſtimation admits of no 
equality.” 9711 ' 


? 
5 4 


My good Lord Davenport (returned. 

Benedicta, with a face tinctured by the 
ſweeteſt bluſh, and a voice modulated by 
the fofteſt ſtrains of candour) I will not 

| affect a miſapprehenſion of your meaning; 


I confider you as a perſon of the greateſt 5 
merit, and therefore ſhould deſpiſe my 
ſelf were I capable of trifling or levity on 
the occaſion; once then for all I declare 
that your eſteem is what I muſt ever va- 
ue; your friendſhip I ſhould be proud of? 
len | 1 16 Ye 
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but as for any thing farther ; that is im- 
poſſible. _ * 


| « Ah, then I am moſt miſerable 1 but 
ſay then at once, for you are frankneſs it- 
ſelf; am I ſo unfortunate as to be rivalled 
by a more happy lover.” „J tn 40 


Indeed, my Lord, I can aſſure you 
with truth, that I know of no one that has 
any particular place in my heart.” 


* 


« Why then, deareſt. Miſs Clarkſon ; 
why then impoſſible ; ſurely if ſincerity 


and ardour of affection can merit a ſhare 


in your favour, I will be bold to ſtyle my- 
ſelf worthy of that tranſcendant. honour; 
an honour, which I ſhould: think the aſ- 
ſiduities of a whole life n too little to 
repay.· 
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-"« Your Lordſhips profeſſions excite ki 
gratitude ; but I muſt abſolutely forbid 


the repetition of them, and hope you will 
therefore conſider it as my final reply, 
when I aſſure you that friendſip as th& 
only ſentiment I can at t preſent be capable 


yP 
” 


ting,” e VIE. T1OM'E d 


f (returned he briſkly) your idez of 
friendſhip, Madam, be congenial to my 
own, allow me to ſay Iaſk no greater con- 
deſcenſion, grant me but that in the 

charming latitude I give it, and I demand | 


no more.“ 7 


our caſuiſtry, my Lord, makes me 
ſmile; what ſhall I ſay; muſt I be ſtill 
more explicit your too ſanguine ex- 
poſition ſuppreſſes my offer of friendſhip, 
and compels me to declare that as an 
Wor ” 8 acquaintance 


* 
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acquaintance is the only light in which 1 


can conſider your enge ö 


1 Nay, but my charming, my adored 
15 Miſs Clarkſon. 
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« Not another word if you value even 
this intercourſe; — adieu — remember 


we are to be very good acquaintances, 


but nothing farther.” 


She then, with an air of gaiety and 


good humour, tript out of the room, leav- 


ing his Lordſhip even more 1 


chan ſhe um — On Fr 
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through every houſe, hamlet, and corner 
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try ſcenes, know very well that there 
can be no tranſaction, however private, 
but fame immediately wafts the report of 
it into the mouth of her buſy clarion, and 
in a few ſeconds you hear it reverberated 


of 
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of the village. Hence it was, that the 
circumſtance of Lord Davenport having 
made a viſit to Butter-place, on purpoſe | 
to ſolicit the hand of Miſs Clarkfon, was 
ſhortly in the mouths not only of the 
Tervants of their family, bur alfo perfectly 
well known to every one in the vicinity 
of the Manfion-houſe. | | 


« Fame informs us ( ſaid Dr. — 4 to 
young Mountford) that there will be 


ſhortly a a 9 in our family.” * 
85 « Yes, and I think a very ſuitable one.” 
« A very ſuitable one.” - 


; « Quite the thing; ſ think; (Pr Daven. 
Port has great merit, 5 believe; it wil 
certainly be a very proper match. at 

H 4 . very 
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acl ee); Aivery proper match. 
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1 at N Ar Fg very unu- 
full, the Dr. caſt a penetrating glance at 


the young man, whoſe eyes were at that 
moment rivited on the floor; <© Frede- : 


ric (cried he) . you are become a very 
a I think — what pray is the n 


of this abſence.” 


FJ = 


14 4 


, 1 1 IE! 


Meaning. 8 ir, ( ſarting and bluſhing 
deeply), I believe I had no meaning, for 


} . ; 
\ i N 2 
> - Nt . * 
- 7% + 22 — - 
FEE 
” &” YL 


in truth I ſcarcely know what you ſaid.” 


>] thinking that 


And on what then may I aſk were 


you Aue 18 


f At this queſtion he became more em- 
barraſſed than before - — * Thinking, Sir, 


1 


5 — truly 1 cannot — I believe I was 


— 


+ 22 « Well, 
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N „ Well, well, no matter; have, * 
r the book I recommended to you. 
A ſhort converſation then ſucceeded on 
that ſubject, which, indeed, was ſtarted. by 
the Doctor ; purely with a View to reheve 
his companions embarraſs, — to ſay truth 
that good divine had en ſomething 
more than poor Moufitford ſuſpected; 
the conviction of which really diſtreſſed 
him, as there was nothing to be expected 
from the conſequences, but that ſpecies of 
iſa h a mind of ſenſi⸗ 
| ule in "ſtruggling 
with ; he forebore, however, ſaying any 
thing on the ſubject at that time, though 
| ſecretly reſolved to embrace an opportu- 
5 nity of ſuegeding ſuch arguments as he 
hoped r _ ſnatch his. young friend from 


* ; #4 4 4 8 oh ; p FS 
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Hos 


£54 — 3 indirectly, which he 
— tn maintained 
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But to return 4 Lord gn whoſe 
ſtrained from verging to the limits of ab- 


ſdlute deſpair, by the encouragements he 


t with from Mr. Butler; that gentle- 


man dem ay _—— Miſs Clarkſe on's 


eee es n iftare 3 he 
concluded that her rejection of his Lord- 
thip aroſe only from a ſort of girliſh inat- 


tention to the advantages of his propoſal, 


and therefore very rationally: judged that 
time would effect all they could deſire; 


but after ſaying as much as he thought 


proper for the encouragement of the lover, 
he adviſed him to meet her on her own 


— — thi hciccthin 


p e to continue his 


me had p 


— 


” . * , 
| wb * n 9 * 
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maintained was a .more likely. method of 
conciliating h her aff n than an oper 


e of his ſuit. 


This advice 8 to \ eligible beg 
Lad nen et inſtantly | n with 
it, and therefore. determined pt 
Mr. Butler's invitation, I tog paſs ſoms 
weeks at his ſeat; during this time he had 
frequent opportunities of. EY gerractetẽ 
with the lady of his choice, but on every 
occaſion he prudently: void, d the remoteſt 
mention of his paſſion, by Which rns 
he enjoyed the pleaſure of hex; conyerfa, 
tion without the! leaſt reſerve, and in 
views Fe improved the 
nion he had tained of the ſweets | 
* of hon temper ; the ef. of her 
y of hex under- 


Man., chat hig.paſling. became, eve 
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| 
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| Hour more deeply rooted; while it is but 
_ Juſtice to acknowledge that on her part 


her eſteem of his Lordſhip daily: increaſed; 


in proportion as ſhe became more inti- 
mately” acquain ted witch the true value of 


bis hier _— ſtill the matrimo- 
neee e * 


Alltihee Sem her tough as ever. 


I F. 


£49 21 Act 3 217711 Nane 4 243}, mdice 
ae abe Vith his ran 1 
en Mr. 'Mountford, accidentally 
Web ene winden raking: the 
nes igice of either. In the evening 
fame day, Benedicta happen 


leer that ydung gentleman m and 
| nn. Wia remark on the re- 


b of his eonducł in the e 
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e | y. Madam, (replied he) you will 


not condemſi me for | obſerving that 
| WIG, 2, | N 3 F 4 difference, 
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di _—— — the Las 
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0 And ng came + this mighty 33 
to fil ke you juſt now, my good friend; 
you uſed to notice me with a more agree 
able familiarity.” - „ 


157 
e of ſtation 


_ 


ec « True, Madam, your goodneſs once 
led me almoſt to forget myſelf; but that 
is not a reaſon _ I ſhould not endeavour 
| to retrieve the error, by acknowledging 
| that it is not for a per ſon of my fituation 
to aſpire even to the notice of Miſs 
Clarkſon,” $ fuer an un OI 


4 And where dd vou 1 up theſe 
groveling ſentiments; J really thought, 
Frederic, you had a ſoul above them, 
which, conſcious; of its own dignity could 
deſpiſe the adventitious circumſtances, of 
fortune.“ © oe Howe 


wt BENEDICT: A. 
However minds may pretend to equa» 
lity the world » you know, impoſes due 
| ene, 5 7 70 mee 5 


IB 


v3. 4 * 


* . 1 will not allow theſe maxims, nor 
Hall you indulge them; prythee throw 
off this odious formality, and be again the 
anten. whom I uſed to believe my 


friend 


| 


„Too well, — I we the "hg 
| * of ſo condeſcending an indulgence; | 


| but, perhaps, „Lord Davenport has not fo 
| far thrown off the pride of rank.” 


* - 
7 . 
- mm 


And what (angrily) has Lord Daven- 
an to do with this n. 


* 


jb ne | ber your e pardon; the exprſion 
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.*© Nay, you ſhalt not come aff ſo l pro- 
wil you; therefore pray, my good Sir, 
tell me why you mentioned Lord Daven- 
port, come confeſs ; I will know your 


motive. MY 


” =>» © — 
1 — . - # F * W +4. o % 
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* « f . 3 „ 
, * 4 4 1 e : 


oh You ſhall ſince you command it; 
but do not be offended when you hear it.” 


> 18 


„ I will not.” 


„ Then, Madam, I confeſs, 1 thought 
that however amiable your own diſpo- 
fition, yet the exerciſe of its charming 
frankneſs muſt before long be — 
N his nn. 8 taſte.” 7516 


e Neves: — no never Frederic, believe 
me, ſhall Lord nn have a 80 


EL . F 1 4 
F | | ; a * — 
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— Can iI believe you, — and is ĩt not 


true that you will leave us — Oh, my 


dear generous friend, what a vacuum will 


be in this family without your preſence.” 


8 FL TY. 
« n 


vhich ſhot a ſecret pleaſure through the 


> ſoul of Benedicta; to be regretted 


by Mountford was a moſt ſatisfactory re- 


flection; to be beloved by him was a 
point to which her thoughts had not aſ- 
tired; without being able to aſſign to 


herſelf a reaſon (or indeed ſeeking for one) 
"ſhe felt a ſatis faction in diſſipating his ap- 
prehenfions; the; tl 
ſeriouſly aſſured him that ſhe had no ſen- 
timents in favour of Lord Davenport's | 
addreſſes. 
N nance with deli 


refore, once more 


ight, yet without inveſti- 


Sung the names of that emotion: he was 
A charmed 
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charmed at hearing me had no partiality 
for another, without preſuming to hope 


for it in favour of himſelf. $101; T6 ven 
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A 8 Mr. Butler had = e affair of e Mic 

Clarkſon's marriage with Lord 
Davenport very much at heart, he was 
greatly concerned at finding his Lordſhip 
was at length compelled to depart, ir, 
out l been able to effect any change 


W 
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in her ſentiments; the only conſolation 
be could give him in the caſe, was a pro- 
miſe of conveying him an intimation by 
letter, whenever there ſhould appear a fa- 
vouxable criſis for the renewal of his ſuit; 
which continued Mr. Butler, I have a 
_ ſecret Propenſity to believe will yet ar- 
rrve; as for Mrs. Butler ſhe was pro- 
voked beyond meaſure at what ſhe termed 
the ſtupidity of the girl. « T was in hopes, 
ſaid ſhe, ta have ſeen her à Counteſs; but 
+ 4 think ſhe does not deſerve to be ſo;“ 
| howeyer, ſhe was at laſt brought to coin- 
eide with the plan laid down by her huſ- 
band, in conſideration of which, ſhe agreed 
cap her r rebukes on the FRO , 


= 
* 


LA - ; 
F - — * 


© Lord Deeper had been but a ſhort 
time departed from Butl er- place before 


the circumſtance of his FR by Miſs 


8 
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Clarkſon, was become fully authenticated 
throughout the village; as every body con- | 
curred in ſuppoſing it a very eligible 
match ; the affair was abſolutely not to 
be accounted for, till ſome more ſagaci- 
ous than the reſt, diſcovered a connection 
between that lady and Mr. Mountford ; 
they had been often ſeen walking together, 
it was therefore affirmed that a contract of 
marriage was ſolemnly drawn up betwee! 
them. Theſe reports, at length, reached 
the ear of Doctor Curtis, who, though he 
did not pay implicit attention to the Tate 
ter part of it, yet the ſuſpicions he had he. 
fore entertained were pretty ſtrongiy con 
firmed by her reception of chat noble 
man's addreſſes: he "was - infinit ly dil 
treſſed by the belief; on the one ha 

had accuſtomed himſelf to conſider the 
| character and fortune of Lord n 
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in ſo eſtimable a ligbt, that the great 
reſpect. he really felt for Miſs Clarkſon, 
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induced him much to regret her non com- 


3 with ſo eligible a propoſal; on the 


her,” though. he could not but think that 
— certainly defigned her and Mount. 
ford for each other; yet as fortune ſeemed 
to have placed inſuperable bars to their 
IN, the condition of that young man 
icted kim ſincerely — he could only 
conſid him. as the victim of a hopeleſs 
Elben, 8 ſince neither che world or her 


and ungut; he, therefore, deter- 
to do every thing in his power to- 
e. the reer en an attachment. 


; - , : | | 8 — 


APWEDEGTA os 


tford began a philoſophical 

diſſertation on the Soni of virtue, and 
concluded with obſerving that its eſſence 
konfiſted in a conformity of our actions 
with right reaſon, or the eternal and im- 
mutable relations and differences of things. 
4 Now from theſe ( continued the Doctör) 

you cannot but perceive certain moral obliq 
gations arifing, which are of themſelves 
fu u perior to "OF A inſtitu tion what- 


ever.“ 99 et e een 20 yalo 
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ILreadily allow the poſitien, (replied 
Frederic) — your generous cares, my good 
Sir; with all due gratitude, If peak i it, have 


made me 2 ſincere « convert o this cpi. 


nion.“ , 


4 * 


Then tell me, my frend, whether it 


f be a conduct worthy a rational being to 
8 mY deck 


—— 96s — 


een 
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irect his —.— to the W E 
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ittobe beneath the ee wiſe man. 


31 . us come then a little nearer to a 
aſe, for inſtance, I was led to 


n my happineſs eſſentially depen- 


dant on another, whoſe advantage. could 
only be promoted by means which muſt 
intirely claſh with my ſcheme of private 
happineſs; in this caſe how ought I to 


wy + "JD 
— 


c « Doabtlels Pa. idea of ſelf i is to be ab- 
ſorbed in the ſuperior principle of focial 
benevolence.” 


_ « How comes it it then, my good Frede- 


x, that with this delicate capacity of the 
moral 


BENEDICTA 9 


moral taſte, you, at this very time are in- 
tent on ends ſo n of yourſelf. e 


7 
* _ 


* Surely, my 4 Sir, I do not come 
prehend you. 


4 You love Miſs Clarkſon, Mountford ; : 
come, never attempt to prevaricate ; in 
this caſe perhaps I know your. heart ber- 
ter than you do.” 


= confeſs, I confider her as 75 firſt of 
woman kind; her perſon — no that were 
a trifle—her mind Sir,—Oh, it is the epi- 
tome of all the excellencies which ever 


did, or ever will ſhine forth in her ſex,” 
| Softly, ſoftly, young man; do you not 

perceive that theſe accompliſhments, high 
as you Tate them, cannot be beſtowed on 4 


Pu without a manifeſt 3 injury t to herſelf.” 


„ On 


3 FE 14 
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on me; that were a wiſh too extatic, 
to — indulged; no Sir, I have not yet 1o, . 
far —_ er as to . to 2 


yo * 
„ | 


« Not dect perhaps; yet much I. 
ſuſpect, you are chargeable with having 
impeded a connection, which apparent! y 
offers her all thoſe comforts and advan- 
rages, ſhe ſo eminently deſerves.” 


3 


« Surely you cannot imagine me Capa- 
ble of ſuch villainy ; am I indeed become, 
0 contemptible as to be miſtaken for a 


baſe inc * 


00 Not ſo faſt; * can are you my 
haſty Sir, that if I did not firmly believe 
you poſſeſſed of more true honour, than 
any young man 1 know, I had not taken 


"the trouble of * taſk ; but tell me; ; 
ſince 
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ſince Lord Davenport is in every refpeck. . 

the perſon to be wiſhed for Miſs Clarkſon} © > 

is it rational to ſuppoſe ſhe would have 

rejected him, had there not been ſome ob- 
ject in the way of her affections.” 


* Surely you forget, Sir, that nothing is | 
more arbitrary than taſte, and that it is 
poſſible this Nobleman, however amiable 
in the general eſteem, may not appear 
attractive to the lady in queſtion; but be 
that as it will I can never have the pre- 
ſumption to believe your infinuation-" 
„My dear good Frederic 1 love you | 
with a paternal affection, for which rea- 
ſon I am particularly aſſiduous in this bu- 
ſineſs, which, I think, concerns you more 
chan you are aware of. To be plain, I 
very much ſuſpect that Miſs Clarkſon ſces 

Vol, I. 1 1 


_ 
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you with feelings not very different from 
thoſe you admit for her; ſhould this be 
the caſe conſider with yourſelf, whether 
you would be acting the part of an honeſt 
man, to deprive her of thoſe advantages 
of alliance which ſhe has a right to ex- 


pe.” 


. « Believe me, Sir, were I capable of 
ſuch a defign I ſhould deſpiſe myſelf.” 


-*J;:quuak you would ; but then my 
worthy. young man, reflect a moment on 
the wretchedneſs which awaits yourſelf, 
ſhould you unfortunately indulge a paſ- 
fion which muſt run counter to your rea- 
ſon; your principles.“ 
«I ſee the affair in its juſt light, my 
beſt, my more than friend, how ſhall I 
VVV 
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thank you for your timely zeal ; you * 
ſavce n me from a precipice.“ 8 


ac No, child 5 have only attempted ; you 
muſt fave yourſelf, by ſummoning the aid 


of reſolution ; by ſmothering this infant 
flame; and if you cannot otherwiſe effect 


this victory, you mult fly ; reſolutely fly 


from the object of it; there is no other 


way to free yourſelf from infamy and 
wretchedneſs.” 


« I ſee it, Sir; I ſee it plainly ; hitherto 
1 am happy in reflecting that not a ſyl- 
lable has eſcaped my lips unworthy of the 


reſpect which Miſs Clarkſon's character 

and ſituation in life demands; my future 
conduct will only be regulated by the 
friendly hints you | have ſuggeſted — I may 
be unfortunate ; I certainly: am 110; — — but 
= never be baſe.” 
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From this time Mr. Mountford deter- 
el on making an intire alteration in 


his mode of behaviour; if formerly he had 
fought with avidity every opportunity of 
enjoying the endearing ſociety of Bene- | 


dicta, he now as ſtudiouſſy avoided all 
probability of meeting her; but if it hap- 
pened that he was unavoidably led into 
her company, the eaſy frankneſs, the ſweet 
familiarity which uſed at ſuch times to 


enliven his diſcourſes, was no more; he 
vas dull, ſilent and reſerved. The change, 


indeed, was too a pparent not to be ſoon 
taken notice of by Miſs Clarkſon, ſhe 
was ſenſibly affected by the obſervation, 


though delicacy reſtrained her from ex- 


preſſing it; perhaps, indeed, ſome other 
motive had its mare, for though ſhe had 


. never conſidered him as a lover, nor was 
Fþ conſcious of feeling any other ſenti ments 


towards 
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towards him than thoſe of mere friend- 
ſhip, ſhe could not help looking on Sally 
Curtis, as the perſon for whoſe ſake he 


had withdrawn that agreeable familiarity, 


which had rendered her ſituation at But- 
ler place ſo intirely pleaſing to her. 


But though purſuant to the reſolution 
he had formed, Mr. Mountford diligently 
gvarded againſt every little fally, not only 
of his paſſion, but even of a temper na- 
turally frank and cheerful; it is not to be 
ſuppoſed but that ſuch a conduct coſt him 
very dear, and though ſometimes encou- 
raged by the conſciouſneſs of acting agree- 
ably to what he thought the line of rec- 


titude, yet the conſtant ſtruggle he was 


obliged to maintain with himſelf, ren- 


dered him at length a very pitiable ob- 
ject; his vivacity totally forſook him, and 
1 J an 


— ages <n_—_ <a; 
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_ an univerſal laſſitude ſeemed to have per- 
vaded his whole ſoul. Muſic no longer 
delighted him ſince he was deprived of 
his fair competitor in that charming ſci- 
ence. Books no longer amuſed, and even 
the rural diverſions of which he was once 
fond, had no longer a power to pleaſe. 
His ſituation, in ſhort, was truely deplor- 
able, when fortune who had hitherto 
ſeemed to abandon him, at laſt appeared 
as if ſhe meant to make reparation for 
ber unkindnes. 


- Mr. Butler by having heated himſelf 
too much in the diverfion of the chace, 
was ſeized with a violent fever, under 
which he languiſhed for ſome time, the 
diſorder obftinately oppoſing the efforts 
of the whole materia medica. On this 
_ occaſion Frederic . diſplayed a 
generoſity 


__ SF EEDFED&A pv 
penerofity of ſoul ſuperior to the im- 
| Pulſes of mean reſentment ; the cold neg- 

| le he had experienced from his uncle was 
forgotten in the concern he really felt at 
the proſpect of his danger; he became 
the conſtant attendant at his bed; watching 
with him whole nights ſucceſſively, and 
never quitting his apartment during the 


day; an aſſiduity ſo uncommon and per- : 


haps ſo little merited had its proper effe ES 


on Mr. Buttler, whoſe mind called home 
as it were by the apprehenſions of ſpeedy 
diſſolution, forcibly felt the ſentiments ot 
remorſe for his paſt conduct towards 
his nephew. When the violence of his 
diſſorder began to abate, he was charmed 
with the companionable talents of that 
young man, but ſtill more ſurpriſed to 
diſcover in him an underſtanding equalled 
by few, and a mind enriched with b 
> I4 intelligence; 
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intelligence ; the obſervations he made on 
that ſcore procured a full diſcovery of Dr. 
_ Curtis's friendſhip and benevolent. exer- 
tions. | 


* 


If I live to recover (ſaid he) I will | 
thank that worthy divine ; but my dear | 
nephew, I am perplexed on your account, 
for though I am reſolved to do what I 
can for you in my will, yet if Mrs. But- 
ler ſurvives me my ability for that purpoſe | 
will be but mean; it is therefore; incum- 
bent on me to endeavour to ſettle you in 
the world as ſoon as poſſible. You ſhall 
go to the Univerſity, Frederic, and there 
complete your ſtudies ; mean time I will 
think on ſome means for your future eſta. 
| bliſhment i in life.” 


Mou inked: buoyed even to tranſport 
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by: his uncle's ſpeech returned him a pro- 


fuſion of acknowledgments; not that he 
ſaw the affair exactly in the light be did; 


to ſay truth, he was little affected with 


any apparent advantages, exc ept that 
which had an immediate reference to 
the preſent poſture of his affair; and 
here was delighted with the proſpect of 


being, in conſequence of Mr. Butler's 


ſcheme, ſpeedily releaſed from the painful 
embarraſsment he had for ſome time la- 


boured under, and removed from a fitua- 
tion which he felt too irkſome for him 

long to ſupport; in ſhort, had the pro- ; 
poſal been leſs advantageous to him than 


it really was, he would gladly have em- 
braced it, or indeed any meaſure which 
ſeemed to offer the means of diverting 


* 


his thoughts from the theme which was 


ſure to engroſs them as long as he ſhould 


15 remain 


2 
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remain at Butler- place. Mrs. Butler 
was not eaſily brought to accord with her 
| huſbarid's intention; ſhe ſaid ſhe faw no 
reaſon why people were to be educated as 
gentlemen, . who certainly had not the 
ſmalleſt pretenſions to the character, and 
added ſhe could not tell, fince ſome- 
thing was to be done for him, why he 
might not be put apprentice to a ſhoe- 
maker or taylor, or any of thoſe trades 
which require but little money. Mr. 
Butler incenſed beyond expreſſion at a 
ſpeech which touched him in the tender- 
eſt part; i. e. his family pride; diſdained 
to reply; caſting on her a moſt contemp= _ 
tuous look he flung out of the room, and 
immediately proceeded to give the proper 
orders for his nephews journey to Ox- 
7 ford, whither he reſolved to ſend him 
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AVING already expatiated on the 


ſingular attractions of our fair he- 


ments had held her forth as the proper 
mark for the arrows of envy; ſince to 
SS: repreſent 
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roi ne- as well of the perſonal as of the 
mental kind, we thought it quite unne- 
ceſſary to remark that theſe accompliſh 
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_ repreſent a perſon as uncommonly ami- 
able, is much the ſame thing as ſaying 
that he or ſhe is the object of detraction 


to every little mind within the ſphere of 


acquaintanc de; now as many have b been. 


and ſtill are perſuaded that the bulk of 
mankind is made up of theſe ſaid little 
minds, it cannot be matter of * 
if we find many in readineſs 


catch at the firſt occaſion, for caſting it 
veil of obloquy on a character the 


| brightneſs of which had long given much 
| offence in the faſhionable world. Mrs. 


Butler, with a fort of prophetic ſolemnity 


had frequently aſſured Miſs Clarkfon, 
that ſhe! would one day be convinced of 
che neceſſity of giving into the opinions 


of the world, if ſhe wiſhed to preſerve a 
favourable name with it; on which occa- 
ſions it was 8 ust for the young ”_—_ to 


W-- 3 
"EY 


BENEDICT A 


reply by humming a line or two of a ſong, . 
or ſome ſuch method of demonſtrating 
how little ſhe cared about it. But now 
the time approached when ſhe was abun- 
dantly convinced that the ſhafts of de- 
traction when levelled at an innocent 
and virtuous heart, may ſorely ſcratch, 
thou gh perhaps they cannot deeply wound 
it. Obſerve fair reader, we intend not this 
work for a didactical ſeries of moral or pru- 
dential lectures — no, it is ſimply a narra- 
tive, out of which, however, you may cull 
| ſuch a ſtring of maxims, as may help to 
guide you through the labyrinth of life. - 


Mrs. Butler had received a card from 

the widow of a certain Baronet, requeſting 

her company, and that of Miſs Clarkſon 

at a ball, intended to be given on the 

occaſion of her ſon's attaining the age of _ 
| twenty one. 
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” rwenty-one. Hs invitation being accept- 
ed, it becomes our buſineſs to give a light 


deſeription of that young gentleman; and, 


to be as conciſe as poſſible, we will only 


Fay, that his figure was ſuch as one might 


ſuppoſe that of Adonis to have been, when 
Madam Venus fell in love with him; his 


tutors had been extremely careful to en- 


dow him with every accompliſhment, ex- 


cept thoſe of the mind, probably either 


forgetting, or elſe concluding that the world 


would make no demand for ſuch obſolete 


matters; nor were they totally miſtaken. 
Sir Edgehill Widmore was well received in 
every polite circle, his addreſs pleaſed with- 


out wit, and his ſentiments charmed without 


honour; the ladies were delighted with 


his attention, for he flattered indiſcrimi- 
mately the old and the young, the hand- 


_- and the ugly, and in return for theſe 
_— 
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regards, he contemplated the virtue of the 
whole ſex as the ſubject of his depreda- 
tion, with principles the moſt vicious, and 


a heart ſecretly inimical to female honour, 
he ſmiled only to deceive, and courted 
but with a view to deſtroy. Among the 
many inſtances of beauteous innocence, 
which had fallen a prey to his ſeducing 
arts, 1 the ſtory of one unfortunate fair was 
then the topic of general diſcourſe. 


As he was one day prowling over the 
_ Plains of peace and virtue, like A greedy | 
wolf in queſt of prey, his horſe ſtumbling 

on ſome looſe pebbles threw him to the 
ground exactly oppoſite the door of a de- 
cent habitation, where dwelt an aged gen- 
tleman formerly of the army, ſubſiſting 
on half pay, with his only child, a daugh- 
i ter, who was both the pride and comfort 
of 
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BENEDEOT:A 
of his life. The accident, brought them 


bor to the door, and the benevolent in- 
elination of rendering ſervice to any who 


5 appeared in need of it, prompted them 
to invite the ſtranger into their humble 
dwelling, i in order to receive ſuch aſſiſtance 
as his bruiſes might require; as they were 
not. violent, ſome external remedy was 
immediately applied by the fair hands of 
Nancy Williams, for ſo was the daughter 

of this good gentleman called. During 
the application the Baronets pain was not 
ſo excrutiating but that he could admire 
the charms. of that lovely girl, which 

proved powerful enough to inſpi pire him 

with as much love as he was capable of 
feel ing indeed the word love is very im- 
properly uſed on this occaſion, ſince the 
ſentiments Sir Edgehill entertained would 

certainly merit a far leſs refined appellation. 


Suffice ... 


wed 
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Suffice it, however, to ſay, he was ſtruck 


with her beauty, and as the civilities 
he had received at their houſe, afforded 


a favourable pretext for the renewing his 


viſits, he failed not of doing ſo within a 
few days afterwards, and in fine ſo well 
improved his acquaintance, that the un- 


ſuſpecting g girl, not only heard the declara- 
tion of his paſſion, but really felt for * 


the moſt ſincere affection. 


We are ſorry to add, that in ſome un- 
guarded moment, the imprudent fair ſuf- 


fered herſelf to be fatally deceived by his 
vile artifices, and added one more to the 
number of unfortunate women, whom he 
had ſeduced from the paths of virtue; the 
conſequences were ſoon too obvious to be 


conccaled, ſhe conſented to remove ſecretly 
to London, where ſhe, at length, preſented 


him | 
” 
I - 
* 
>, . 
FE 
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him with a ſon. The ignominious occa- 
ſion of her flight was ſoon diſcovered to 
her unhappy father, nor can the force of 
vords deſcribe the anguiſh'of his doating 
heart on the afflicting circumſtance. To 
be ſhort he bowed beneath the weight of 
his ſorrows, and died with a heart broken 
by the perfidy of a wretch, whom hoſpi- 
tality and henevolence had introduced into 
his once happy manſion. Shall we pauſe 

a moment reader to reflect on the villainy 
of a man who could repay ſuch goodneſs of 
heart, by robbing that heart of its beſt and 
only treaſure — alas! the inſtances are too 
common, let us haſten to the ſequel of poor 
Nancyꝰs ſtory. She ſoon found the paſſion 
of her lover degenerate into coolneſs—to 

_ contempt — ſhe ſaw herſelf and babe to- 
\ rally deſerted by him, to whom ſhe had 
ſacrificed every thing dear in female life; 
M1 the 


_© BENEMEGTA 
the knowledge of her father's death, and 
that haſtened by her own miſconduct, 

yielded reflections too poignant, for a mind 
that was not wholly depraved, to ſuſtain; 
ſhe fell into a deep melancholy, which ter- 
minated in a diſorder that ſoon put a 


period to her wretched exiftence— with 


her laſt breath ſhe was heard to articulate, 
« forgive me Heaven, as from my heart I 
forgive the cruel author of my wrongs.”* 


_ Mis Clarkſon had often heard the af- 
fair mentioned, the relation affected her 
with all the indignation incident to a ge- 
nerous mind on ſuch an occaſion, though 
a woman of the niceſt honour herſelf, her 


heart was ever open to the yearnings. of 2 


pity towards thoſe unfortunates of her 
own ſex, even while her principles con- 
demned the errors of their conduct — ſhe 


thought 
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1 BENEDICTA. 
thought Sir Edgehill was a monſter. of 
cruelty and ingratitude, whom it behoved 
every woman of character to treat with 
the contempt he merited; conſequ ently 
| ſhe was ſurprized at hearing (as ſhe often 
had) vis conduct ſeverely cenſured one 
moment by the very party, who as ſoon 
as he appeared, were ready to receive him 
with all the cordiality of eſteem. * Igno- 
ble timidity (ſhe would ſay) ſhall women, 
and women of virtue too, be ſo meanly 
puſillanimous as openly to approve thoſe 
2 which their intereſt, their ho- 
7; nour, cannot but condemn.” : 


a The you was drawn up to the door, 
; and Mrs. Butler had been ſome time ready 
to ſet out on her viſit, when he met with 
a delay which put her much out of humour. | 
Miſs Clarkſon on ſearching her dreſſing 
boxes for ſome trinkets, happened to 


1 
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miſs a miniature picture of herſelf, Which 


ſhe had ſat for at her father's requeſt; af- 
ter rumaging every where that ſhe cou Id 
think of, ſhe was obliged to confeſs to 
Mrs. Butler the reaſon of her not being 
ſooner ready to attend her. 


« And have you not found it.“ 
« No, indeed, Madam.” - « 
Let the Houſe be ſearched in every 
corner of it; I poſitively cannot think of 
of ſtirring till it is found.” | 


t My dear Madam, it is ſurely an af- 
fair of no ſuch importance; the picture is 
really of no value; 1 think it is not ſet 
In gold.” 


Of no value, Miſs Clarkſon; I am 
aſtoniſhed at hearing you ſay ſo, and have 
no doubt but that it has been taken for 
the moſt ſhocking purpoſe.” I 5 
8 * Bleſs 
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web mean that your picture e'er r long 
will be exhibited in every FN ſnop in 
the kindom.” I 


« Tf that is all ak Iam pretty 
. nobody, I believe, will think my 
face of conſequence enough to pay the 


pence? of an engraving.” 


3"; SEAN this diſcourſe the ſearch was 
ally purſued by the ladies women, 
but no ſuch thing was to be found; Mrs. 
Butler was therefore obliged to ſet our, 
though ſorely out of humour at the acci- 
dent, and continuing her terrific predic- 


tions moſt of the way they rode. 


When they arrived at the hall they 
b found a numerous company of both ſexes 
aſſembled, in order to compliment the 
n on __ certainly bun more 
K. 5 than 
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than uſually engaging; his fine perſon 


received every advantage from the ſplen- 
dor of his dreſs, as did the gracefulneſs « of 
his air, from a certain hilarity of ſoul, 
which the occafion ſeemed to inſpire. 
When at the commencement of the ball 


he moved to that part of the room where 
Miſs Clarkſon was fitting, his motions 
were followed by the eyes of every belle 
in the room, whoſe heart futtered with 
ambition of being ſelected as his partner. 
1 May I preſume, Madam (with an 
air which ſhewed that he rather expected 1 


to confer than receive a favour) to ſolicit 


the favour of your hand.” 


« Excuſe me, Sir,“ very gravely. 


| « You are engaged then, Madam, I | 


preſume.” 


pip Does that nec eſſarily follow from the 
declining 
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declinir the honour of Sir Edgehill Wid- 5 
more's hand.” | | 


| Without making a rep! y the Baronet 


ſullenly withdrew. Soon after Benedicta 


was accoſted by a gentleman, whom, hav- 
ing frequently ſeen at her guardians, ſhe 
conſidered as a far more reſpectable cha- 
racter; it was an officer of the navy, ſome- 


what on the verge of forty ; his figure, it 
was true, was not the moſt engaging, he 


having loſt an eye in an engagement, in 


vhich he had behaved with great . 


And where is your partner, Madam,” 
faid he after ſome * chit chat. 


40 Truly Captain I have none,” laughing. 


* 


« You ſurprize me—if it was not 
| 2 crime to _—_— your being more 
agreeably 


BEWED IC ** 


agrecably ſuited, I wayld offer you an old = 
| battered ſailor for one.” , e IM 


And him 1 willingly ch cried 
ſhe, with an air of vivacity. 


« But you muſt. reſolve to pardon the 


blunders of a one-eyed tar, Madam.” 
A conſider the circumſtance you al- 
Inde to Sir, as the certificate of your. 


| ; 25 ES 0 3h 4b | 


The 3 bowed reſpectfully at the 


compliment; they joined the dancers, not 
without exciting much whiſpering and 


laughing at the contraſt their figures ex 


hibited. Miſs Clarkſon, ä with Captain 
Jones, was articula * with an Accent of 
Turpriſe by many ; that young lady how- 
ever perfectly ſatisfied W ith the choice 
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194 BENEDICT A: | 
ſhe had made, was ares to dance with 
as much animation as if ſhe had met with 
the moſt finiſhed petit-maitre in Europe 
for a partner. Sir Edgehill, who had 
| been out of the room ſome time, nom re- | 
turned, and obſerving what had paſſed, 
immediately felt the whole force of Be- 
nedicta's ſtudied contempt; the more ſe- 
verely indeed, as he conceived it publicly 
conſpicuous. Infinitely chagrined he re- 
tired to a card table, where he ſtood an 
inattentive ſpectator of the game, for his 
meditations were engaged on a ſubject of 
à very different nature. Soon after he 
diſcovered the Captain at a little diſtance 
from his partner, and advancing towards 
him with a ſullen air — « I preſume, Sir, 
(faid he) you were engaged to that lady 
previous to your arrival here.“ | 


« had not that honour Sir Edgehil * 
e 


BEWEDICTSA M Þ 
c. * well, _ [ am faricfied.” 


Juſt as the company had siven over 
dancing and had formed a large circle be- 
fore the fire, he diſcovered Miſs Clarkſon 
ſurrounded by ſome young fellows of! his 
acquaintance, burning with i impatience to 
revenge the affront he had received, which vn 
he ſuppoſed by this time had been whiſper, _—_— 
ed through the whole company, he judged 7 
it a very fine opportunity of mortifying that 


young lady, he therefore accoſted her with 15 


a ſolemn air, and bowing exceſſively low, | 1 | 
« Tam extremely ſorry, Madam, it gives 1 
me the utmoſt pain, to be under a neceſ- | 
fity of aſcribing an impropriety to ſo very | | | 
accompliſhed a lady, the taſk is infinitely 9 i 
diſtreſſing.” : N 
906 = 

ce You need ſuſtain no ſort of embar- = | 
raſſinenr on that account, Sir Edgehill, 


K 2 (interrupted 
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(VP ed ſhe ſmiling) no body inthe 
N hears their faults reproved with 
more Edtnplacency th than m ſelf; pray pro. 
dee to near ol P14. 
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. « Then, Madam, g give me leave to ſay, 


chat your conduct, in accepting Captain 
3 Jones as a partner, cannot be defended by 
any rule of politeneſs, and had it hap- 
pened any where but in this Houſe, muſt 
have excited my reſentment; but indeed, 
Madam, I readily pardon the affront to 


myſelf, from the belief of your being * 


acquainted with this circumſtance. r 


ny « Truly Sir, ( ſomewhat x reddening) i my 


ingenuouſeſs will not permit the ava ling 


myſelf of your indulgent palliation, ſince 


I ſe e Wa no \ iranger to the 


$ 

* 
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« « Surely, Madam, you will not force me 


„5 as ſuppoſe you deſignedly forfeit: every 


27 


* to n ee 3010724 


i; Core, — et bs J Edgekill, (gailey) 

you muſt: not think, ſince you ſo nobly 
provè a ſoul ſuperior to more weighty ob⸗ 
ligations, that you are to ſhackle us poor 
girls with the cobweb laws of ertiquette.“ 
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Thie pointed ſarcaſm of this reply, to- 
gether with a ſtifled laugh which mur- 
mured on every Ge; totally diſconcerted 
the Baronet, all his effrontery vaniſhed in 
a moment, he receded half a dozen ſteps, 
hem'd, bit his lips, and appeared abſo- 


lutely at a loſs for the rejoinder, when: 


fortunately for his relief, the company 
adjourned to the ſaloon, where an elegant 
ſupper awaited them. icke Tr]; 2ben! 


BRNEDIOTA: 
"Rs the ſpace of a few minutes the affair 
was buzzed through the whole afſembly.—. 
The conceited minx, I am quite out of 
patience at ſuch inſufferable airs,” cried 
ſome. — © Noble, by. Jupiter, admirable 
- ſpirit,” exclaimed others. Mrs. Butler, 
who was engaged at cards, at length heard 
the whiſper vibrating on her ear, but with 
no very ſatis factory emotions, particularly 
when ſhe obſerved an air of coolneſs and 
| reſentment in the carriage of lady Wid- 
more, who faid aloud, that ſhe was ſurprized 
people ſhould attempt to mingle with gen- 
teel company, who were utterly unacquaint- 
ed with the laws of it. Mrs. Butler could 
no longer contain her feelings, but fling- 
208 down her cards on pretence of a ſud- 
x indifpoſition, immediately ordered her 
lads. As her indignation was of that 
violent ſort which even ſpurns the aid of | 
expreſſion, ſhe obferved a profound filence 


— 


a her return. As ſoon as they reach- 
ed home, Miſs Clarkſon thought proper 
| to retire inſtantly to her apartment — Mr. 
Butler happening to be in the parlour, the 


offended lady, immediately on her entrance, 


began to IN on him the ſcope of her 


emotions, with a vohibility that would 
have aſtoniſhed him, had he not often 


witneſſed the amazing power of irraſcibi- 
lity over the articulating _— of his 
Ger 708 fellow. 


« If 1 MER endowed with the 


moſt candid and indulgent temper in the 


world, which inclines me to place many 
inſtances of your conduct Mr. Butler, 
more to the account of dulneſs of appre- 
hHenſion, than ſtudied malevolence, I ſhould 


girl merely to diſgrace and mortify me.” 
Loa , ah 
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| ol BENEDICT A: 
« What girl en To nor compess | 
hend you?” 55 OBUOLALELY TIT "Seo , 


2 * Benedicta, I mean then, the oddeſt 
aſſemblage of abſurdities ſurely. that) ever 
nature put together; I never can appear 
with her in public, but ſhe abſolutely 
petrifies me with confuſion, but I will 
poſitively bear with it no longer, my pa- 
tience is quite exhauſted, never more be 
aſſured will I be ſeen wich her in any 
e better than your own.“ 


„ 0 


3 A 8 en turn, 1 but 
i be "I good as to declare What has moved 
vou "+ hd 


* 


* « Such a narrow fouled being as ; your-, 
ſelf perhaps may not regard it, but for 
my part I cannot endure to be on ill terms 


| with every body that. is worth viſiting | 
Why 
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Why here has ſhe moſt groſsly affronted 


the very family we went to ſee, Lady 
Wid more, and her ſon the Baronet ; for- 
ſooth, my lady refuſed to dance with him, 
and out of pure contempt (for Jam ſure 
it could be nothing elſe) ſtood up with that: 


* 


picture of deformity Captain Jones.“ IF 


1 Am not at all ſurprized t it, "as 
I recollect oſten to have heard Miſs 
Clarkſon expreſs the utmoſt contempt we 
- In gy * 75 a bun 


; | 1 
2 * : 4 A _ $ 
„ 17 ; | ; "3 
** — « . 


e His: character, what had the to da 


* 


with his character. > NH"; 33 2 


— 


'K 
17 


o deſpiſe it, as every woman of de- 
Heacy ought, and I own I have but a poor 
opinion of that lady's principles, who 
does not conſider it in the ſame light. 
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202 BENEDICT A: 


So then you approve this — 
behaviour I find.” 


If . it be as I ſuſpect, 
indeed I do, Mrs. Butler, moſt fincerely, 
and wiſh for the credit of the ſex, every * 
had ſpirit to imitate * 


125 Mi ghty well, Sir, you have only to de- 
clare theſe fine ſentiments to your ward, to 
render hex even more ridiculous than ſhe is 
already in the eye of every genteel perſon. 
It is but a few days fince that I thought 1 
ſhould have fainted at Lady Finlowe's ; 
that fright, Sally Cartwright, was juſt 
ſtepped out of the room, when my 
lady, who is certainly the moſt obliging 
creature in the world, very condefcend- 

ingly afked Miſs Clarkſon if ſhe did not 
think Sally Cartwright the moſt affected 


girl in the world: what of all things do 
7 
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BENEDI CTA. 
you think was her anfwer; indeed, ſaid ſhe, 
my lady, I never remember the faults of 
an abſent e 


Hat dit not you think the py A 
very good one. 


ce Are we then to affront people to their 
faces.” 


« Yes, when they affront the laws of 
. candour and generofity.” 


e You mean to inſult me, Mr. Butler, I 
ſee, (ſobbing from the mere violence of 
paſſion).” | 


« Indeed, my dear, I do not; but with all 
;your pretenſions to fine taſte, I doubt you 
want the moral one, if you do not, con- 
0 it as a happy cireumſtance ſor the 


7 
* 1 7 
S * &. 4 ; 3 > . "Ht * 
. 44 1 * 
5 - 
% ** . 4 
A, * 
8 1 5 
* 


e 
. — 


f 
if 
T1 
1 2 1 m 
. 


10 
i 
1 
i 
| | 
* 


, 
1 3d . 
A , 
ce 
Po) bs 
” 
ho * 2% 5 N X 
by - . bag py 
-w CAST 2 — — — 2 — —_— 


. Pats, - 2 IS oo * v * — 
n 257 „ — 
= * R * 2 — 


e . 


* 4 


DATE — X — —— 


* 


| 
| 
ö 
| 
. 
g 


204 + © B E N ED FO 
e. chat a Young't: lady 


ſpiſe a baſe action, however eountenanced 


woman.” 


* 
* 
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He then rung the bell, and withdrew, 
leaving his moſt amiable lady to recover 
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fullen filence, on the part of Mrs. 
| Butler, who 3 10 prevail with her 


* ** or — but fince you: are un- 
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BENEDICHA 
7 . 


to content © herſelf: with- a ſecret e 4 
of as her no more abroad. As te 
that young lady ; the motives on "WI w_ 
fiable, that ſhe wave herſelf no concern a8 
to what the world might think of it, or 
rather ſhe ſuppoſed that nobody would 
trouble themſelves by making any com 
ments thereupon; but in this ſhe was miſ- 
taken, the affair had already undergone a 
public cognizance, and was at that very 
time che ſubject of general converſation 
the moſt candid ſort of people were forced 
to allow that the culprit had been guilty 
of a great piece of rudenefs, but others 
who happened to be of that penetrating 
genius, which ſees the bottom of every 
thing, would have. it that there was ſome- 
in th grounds of the affair; this 
ſomething : | 


© BENE DICOTA 
= ſomething was happily ſupplied by aſus 
perior diſcernment; and at length diſco- 
vered to be a ſecret penchant for the Baro- 
net, which he having neglected to avail 
himfelf of to the lady's ſatisfaction, ex- 
cited that mode of _ reſentment; many 
were of opinion that it was the Captain 
who was che object of her partiallity, and 
this curious conjecture united to the other, 
formed a current belief that ſhe had en- 
couraged both lovers at the ſame time, 
though in a manner not very honourable 
to her virtue, which was ſhrewdly ſuf. = 
pected to have given ground. At firſt 
ſight it appears very ſurprifing that a ſlan- 
der of ſo black a nature, could have been 
built on ſo very flender a foundation, the 
ſubſtanee of which could not have been 
ſuppoſed to furniſh materials for a fabric 
of that kind; but when it is conſidered 
1 * e formerly 3 : 


2 


: BENEDICTA mo 
many waiting, but the favour of oppor- 
tunity, to ſully the fame. which mightily 
offended them by its luſtre. That the 


doors of the public inquiſition being once 95 


thrown open, (no matter how ſlight the 
means) every one who felt themſelves thus 
aggrieved, thought they were at full liber- 
ty to contribute all in their power. towards 
the grand fund of evidence, which was to 
conſign that illuſtrious a.. to We 
and dil * 


As fortune is ſeen ſometimes to favour 
the induſtrious, thoſe honeſt and laudible 
deſigns were further aſſiſted, even beyond 

thoſe hope which on ſuch occaſions are 

2 generally pretty ſanguine. Sir Edgehil ul 


defeated i in his ſcheme of retalliation on 
the lady herſelf, reſolved to effe& it by 
ſome means or other — Captain Jones, 
Hough certain! y not the .. party, 
appeared 
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ared to him at leaſt as the reſponſibte 


ane; he therefore determined on ſending 
him a challenge, which not being accept= 


ed; proved a moſt favourable circum- 
ſtance to thoſe very benevolent beings, as 
well as afforded the Baronet occaſion to 


treat the Captain's conduct in a diſgrace- 
fullight. Ar length, however, at the very 


time Miſs Clarkſon'was ſolacing her mind 
wich che conſciouſneſs of its rectitude, ſhe 
was ſhocked at ſeeing the whole affair cirs 
cumſtantially related in a Morning Paper, 
where the follow ing letters made their ap- 

arance, and was indeed the firſt intima- 


tion- ſhe had received, of the incident 


which-ſhe thought. ſo little about, becom- 


Ang the oe of public attention. 
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J - E N you od a certain 
occurrence at Widmore Hall, 

you muſt certainly think it incumbent on 
me, as a man of honour, to require ſatis- 
faction for ſo groſs an affront, it being a 
caſe in which I can only conſider you as 
the reſſ ponſible perſon, I requeſt you will 
meer me with any- friend you may chuſe, 


n 


on Monday morning next; the place, as 
well as choice of v n I leave to your 


deter mination, > 
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BENEDICT 


Te Sir ED Eh 5 WIDMORE, Bart, 
SIR, 


HATEVER definition the pre- 


bin V } ſent times may aſſign to the word 
. honour, I muſt acquaint you that accord- 
ing to the principles I hold, I am com- 
pelled as a man of n to decline, 2 


e wee neo Lit ber n 


Ti; ; Your's, &c. EE bat x 4 
EBERT JONES. | 


To Captain * Mb. 


_ Now not what auch you pro- 
feſs, but this I know, that they lead 


you in the preſent affair to a conduct abſo- 
| __ puſillanimous, and unbecoming the | 


character 


211 


BENEDICTA 


character of a gentleman, the convigtion 
of which will have its due * in the 
future deportment of. - 


WIDMORE. 


To Sir ED GEHILL IDB E. Ban 
51 R 


FOUR laſt billee puts ä | 
- neceſſity of explaining my ſentiments 
more particularly than I thought before 
ncedful. In the firſt place I muſt inform 
you, that devoted to the profeſſion of arma 
from my youth, I have hitherto been accuſ- 
tomed to combat only in the field of glory, > 
to dip my ſword in noble blood, the blood | 
of heroes and patriots, men fighting for 
their King and country, I have therefore 
no ſtomach for the dirty work of anaf< 
þ nn 1 you feel yourſelf ſuch a perſon as 
| E 


m BFENEDIOTA 


ſociety may well ſpare, you will do well 
to look out for ſome other hand to render 


buſineſs on my hands, the glory of my 8 


King, the defence of my fellow citizens, 


to which T hold my Tife ſacred; leave me 
not at liberty either to take your's, or to 


n my own in the preſent aflair, to theſe 
it has been cheerfully offered, and ſhall 
| again, whenever their exigencies demand. 


However, Sir, in return for the attention 


with-which you have been pleaſed to dif- 
tinguiſh me, give me leave to add, that 
when Lam fo loſt to what I owe to religion, 
to ſociety and myſelf, as to play the villain 


under the ſpecious gloſs of falſe honour, 1 


would chooſe you for the accomplice of 


my baſeneſs, as ſoon as any one I know, 
or When I feel the mortifying : conſciouſ- 
ther value to 


neſs that my life is of no fur 
my: _—_— I * the favour of you to. 
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n that, it ſhall be bean at 7 ur 
ſervice; till Wen. 6h ore 
211 i. Ami as Ik 4 51490 
Kenn Humble ae 
EGBERT JONES> 
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Miſs Clarkſon happened to have no 


ſpectators of her emotion while ſhe read 
the paper, a circumſtance ſhe thought 


very fortunate, as ſhe could not refrain 
from tears at the reflection of her name 


having become a ſubject of publie con 


verſation, as ſhe doubted not it was by 
this occurrence; her admiration of the 
Captain's behaviour at length took place 
even of her own perſonal concern, and ſhe 


could not help exclaiming aloud, © Oh! the' 


intrepid man — what noble ſentiments —* 
what exalted principles how miſerable 
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WY | BENEDICT 3 
muſt I have been if on my account he had 
hazarded ſo valuable a life.” It having 
been her good fortune to meet with the 
newſpaper before Mrs. Butler was ſtirring, 

or her guardian had returned from his 
morning ride, ſhe immediately began to 
cContrive ſome method for avoiding that 
diſcuſſion of the ſubject, which fhe ex- 
pected to take place as ſoon as they were 
met at breakfaſt — a thought inſtantly 
ſtruck her of paying a viſit to her friend 
Miſs Fordyce, at Bath, by which expedi- 
ent ſhe would put herſelf out of the hear- 
ing of a diſagreeable harangue, and alſo 
be able to obtain the beſt intelligence as 
to what the public thought of the affair. 
This lady received her with even more 
than uſual cordiality, but Benedicta at 
their meeting could not wholly refrain 
from tears, which the other perceiving 
aac. to. ſoothe her in the beſt 


manner 


- but little of * 1 * = 


. — — * : 
- 22 ” 


ven * 1 CT 4 982 
manner ſhe could chink of, by obſerving, 


that ſuch things would happen, and that 
no blood had been * „ 


« No Glade dal to the Captain's 
noble reſolution there has not, but ſtill 
thoſe things are painful to an ingenuous 


2 ' Painful, not at al, it will only es 
vate you more to the publi ic notice.“ 


cc And that, my dear, is the very thing 
I would ſhun; but tell me, the world ſays 


Nay I aſſure you it talks of rad 
elf; Miſs Clarkſon, Captain Jones and 
Sir are the n where ver one 
goes. 
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«The i tres latter perhaps may ſo bur 
at ci hey ſay of 1 Charlotte 2** ? 
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iden Miſs Fordyce affected a EN" deal 
0 oF concern, which artfully pretending to 
conceal, whetted her friend's ſenſibility tor 
the very point ſhe deſired, for in fact ſhe - | 
wiſhed for no greater fatisfaction, . than 
khat of acquainting Benedicta with all the 
. Hi-aatured things ſaid of her, which ſhe 
eee did, not failing alſo to add 
ſomewhat more of her own fabrication, 
| Sing: in ſhort deſcanted ewe on the 
ſubject that the poor young lady unable to 
6 her feelings Cs When 
ſhe was a little revived, tears came to her 
relief, ſhe then far ſome minutes in a. pro- 
found reverie, at length. ſtarting up ſhe 
graſped the hand of her companion awith 
emotion, and exclaimed in accents that 
bau phatically denoted the triumph of a 
virtuous 


215 

virtuous ig; cc em En never © coveted, 

eclat, nor ever ſought a pleaſure ſuperi act 
to the dictates of. ; an honeſt and uprigh | 
mind; 1 have that ſtill, the world cannot 
take 1 it from me, 0 here, laying her hand, 
on her heart) here js a teſtimony more, 


than ſufficient to deprive envy of its ſting, 
or malevolence of its poiſoned power, as 
1 never ſtudied to pleaſe the world, I can- 
not be ſurpriſed at incurring its ill-will, 
1 valued not its favour, I deſpiſe its cen- 
ſure. Yet think not that I am wholly 3 in- 
capable of that incentive to what is truly | 
laudible, the love of approbation; no, 
but I ſeek it only from the witneſſes of my 
| ſocial hours, thoſe few who i in the undiſ- 
guiſed familiarity of domeſtic ſcenes can 
read my heart, open without reſtraint or 
maſk. I confeſs myſelf ambitious of 
this, and as long as you my dear 
Charlotte, and a few, a very few others, will 


Vor. I. - f«. : men. 
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grant it ine, 1 value not the world, 1 


ab c p ile i it. 55 
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' « Theſe are fentimetits worthy of yours 
felf Benedicta, (replied Miſs Fordyce, 
ſomewhat mortified as well as difappoint- 
ed) and moſt happy I am to find you poſſefs 


then, you may depend on it my friendſhip 
| for you will always induce me to inform 


you of any thing I may hear faid to Z - oof 
diſadvantage: * 


«1 ſhould h rather excuſe you in 
that proof of it my dear, which in fact 
I think rather no probf at all, but let us 
lay no more of it. Can you inform me 
in what part of the town he e Jones- 


lodges.” a 


. Why do you wiſh to know it 3” 


BENEDICTA | 219 

* Only to gratify a little whim of my 
own. Hark you child, I intend to pay him 
a viſit, to compliment him on what I call 
His true gallantry:” 


e Would not that be a little ourree my 
dear, beſides the Captain has been theſe 
two days confined with the gout.” 


« No matter, I ſhall not make a long 
- viſit, but really I think it a homage due 
to his noble conduct. 


Without - ſtaying for a reply, Miſs 
| Clarkſon fallied out, in order to pay her 
intended compliment, leaving her friend 
in the utmoſt aſtoniſhment, at that roman- 
tic turn of mind which prompted her to 
a ſtep which ſhe could not but deem 
extremely improper. However as the 
* ſaw it muſt infallibly tend to an 


La exaggeration 
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exaggeration of all which had already 
been infinuated-to the prejudice of Bene- 
dicta·s character, ſhe felt ſecretly de- 
lighted with the meaſure. Ii may indeed 
appear ſtrange, that this lady ſhould have 
entertained ſo violent an enmity towards a 
| perſon, who had always manifeſted a par- 

| ticular regard for her, and for whom ſhe 
had herſelf profeſſed a warm friendſhip; 
but the truth was, Miſs Fordyce could 
never forgive her for fixing ſo firmly, 
as ſhe had done, the devotions of Lord 
Davenport, on whom ſhe had ſecretly 
formed ſome very great deſign. 


Miſs Clarkſon in the noble ſimplicity 
of her heart, walked a pretty good pace 
through two ſtreets, but at length it oc- 
eurred to her that ſhe could juit as well 
pay her reſ pects to the Captain by letter 


as in * and perhaps it would be the 
. more 


- 
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more preferable mode of the two, the 
therefore ſlackened her pace, and inſtead ; 
of the viſit ſhe had intended, made one 
to the Bookſeller's ſhop, where, having 
ordered ſome new publications, ſhe re- 
turned again to her friend, who being 
engaged with company, nothing paſſed on 
the ſubject at that time, nor indeed after= 
wards, for as Miſs Clarkſon purpoſed to 
make but a ſhort ſtay in Bath, both ladies 
were pretty much engaged in receiving 
and paying viſits, as well as occaſionally 
frequenting public places. But now our 
| heroines ſenſibility was deſtined to ſuſtain 
a ſhock which not all the philoſophy ſhe 
had ſo lately diſplayed could prove equal | 
to, for as her penetration was equal to her 
5 candour, ſhe could not but perceive her- 
ſelf received in all companies with a ſort 
of ſneer, which, to a feeling mind, is 


perhaps the moſt * ſpecies TY 
Ly 2 © Il-treatment, 
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inſtances of illiberal manners, ſenſibly dif. 
concerted her; but what augmented her 
diſtreſs was, a certain air of familiarity with 


which ſhe was now addreſſed by the gentle- 
man, totall y different from that diſtant re- 


ſpect with which ſhe had hitherto beer 
treated by thatfex. The ſhock, her delicacy 


received by thiscircumſtance, was inexpreſ- 
ſible, and can only be imagined by thoſe 


in whom the ſenſe of female honour has 


attained its higheſt purity ; and before 
ſhe quitted Bath ſhe had the additional 
mortification to find even her (ſuppoſed): 
viſit to Captain Jones recounted as a freſh. 


inſtance of imprudent levity. This in- 


deed gave the finiſhing ſtroke to her 
tranquillity, as ſhe could not but be con- 


vinced by it, that her friend, the friend 


in whoſe boſom ſhe had been wont 


75 o lodge all her e had proved : 


treacherous, - 


NDIS TA 223 
treacherous, had combined to wound her 
in the tendereſt part; here was no room 
for the exercife of that candour, far which 
her temper was remarkable, che fact was 
1 obvious, to have doubted of it would have L 
favoured, of that ſtupidity, which was by 
no means a characteriſtic of Benedicta, 
Under this painful conviction ſhe deter- 
mined to quit Bath immediately, and, if it 
were. poſſible, to: retire from the world tor 
ever — nothing appeared to her at chat 
time ſo eligible as the ſecluding herſelf . 
from all - ſociety, the retirement of a 
cloiſter, nay the ſolitude of a hermitage 
would gladly have been embraced by her, 
had the means eaſily preſented themſelves. 
So ſtrong: was che dilguſt, (and we wonder 
not at it) that ſhe had conceived to the 
eonverſation of her own ſpecies, for the 
Arſt proofs, which a young mind of ſenſi. 
Sil makes. of the perfidy of mankind, g 
a L + are 
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are diſcovered with impatience; it is not till 
age has ſomewhat blunted your too ſan- 
guine ideas of life, that we begin to look 
with philofophic forbearance on the in- 
firmities of our fellow creatures, and learn 
to bear with the world ſuch as we 
find it. 


It was not in a nature generous, frank 
and fincere, as was Miſs Clarkſon's to dif- 
ſemble the impreſſion which Miſs For- 
dyce's conduct had made on her feeling | 


mind; previous to her W the thus 


accofted her. 
| 1 Pray, Charlotte, do you think my viſit 
| 3 to Captain Jones ſo very outree?s? 
yy that queſtion, now my dear, as 
| BEE you have actually paid it, my opinion of 
SE FRE be how untimely expreſſed !'* 


cc . 
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Perhaps it may be a latisfaction; ; tell 
me then, do * think it an improper 
n go» 


Indeed I do, a moſt. improper one! 
| m | 


„Why then publiſh that part of a 
friend's conduct, which you could not but. 
deem an impropriety? 


41 publiſh it, Madam, colouring) why 

muſt it have been me, did nobody, think 
you, perceive your motions, had the Cap- 
| tain no ſervants who micht have dis- 
covered it ?” 


4 But as I certainly never did make 
the viſit though I intended it, and as that 
| intention was only mentioned to yourſelf, 
it is impoſſible the public ſnould have gain- 
ed intimation of it from any other quarter,” {+5 
| 1 p | Here 2 wp 
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ee Miſs Fordyce appeared diſ con- 


— the: heſitated ſome time for a 


reply, at length with a good deal of ef- 


| frontery ſhe reſumed, And ſuppoling it 


to be ſo, I do not ſee the mighty harm of 
It. Becauſe I have a friendſhip for you, 
muſt 1 therefore reſign the faculty of diſ- 


| tingwſhing right from wrong, or becauſe 
you are my friend, my dear, am I to ſup- 
poſe you perfectly infallible.” * 


| « By no means, Charlotte, would T exat 


that blind partiality, T have faults, nor 


mould I much value the friendſhip which 
could not fee them, but I muſt and do 
deſpiſe the friendſhip which is capable of 


expoſing them; therefore, Miſs Fordyce, i It 
deing a maxim with me, that open enmity 


does a character leſs injury than pretended 
friendſhip, I ſhall henceforth conſider my- 
ſelf rather on an hoſtile, than an amicable 

6 0 footing 


DEN DEN 


W with a perſon of your 3 L 
tion; and when I ſpeak of this part of 


your conduct, I will ſcorn to borrow the 
ſpecious character of a Friend) nor ſhall 
my inſinuations be marked. with the infi- 


As _ 


dious colourings of pity or regard, the 


diſguiſe under which you I find have 
meanly traduced me, but my ſentiments. 


ſhall be expreſſed with an honeſt indig- 


nation, with the warm reſentment ſo baſe: 


a behaviour juſtly merits.· + 


— . P D . 8 ts ea. , 


« Nay, but my dear Benedicta { ſobbing 
and attempting with a fan ning air to take 


her hand) only hear me. MiClagk- 


fon, however, withgus deigning-40 reply, 
Sy ſtepped into the Carriage, which 


Await ted at the door, and biddi the 


"3+ 31) 3] 


poſtillion drive asf faſt as poſſible FE ſoon 


ene, to Baker pues. . 
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33 IETI Mrs. Butler's reſent- 
1 ment was yet too warm to ſuffer 
her to aſſume the ſoft air of ſympathy, or | 
| that the was ignorant of the proper me- 
thods of ſod ung a diſtreſſed and delicate 
mind, it is certain that ſhe took no notice I 
ol Benedicta's apparent diſcompoſure, who 
now devoted herſelf as much as poſſible 
0 2.55 J bs "ry to 
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» to ſolitude, in which her 
alternately afforded her all the relief ſhe 
could in ſuch circumſtances ſuſtain, no 
means could prevail on her to ſee com- 
pany, and when ſhe joined the family at 
the uſual meals, it was with that penſive 
air which evidently proved how much 
ſhe preferred being alone. Mr. Butler 
was far from perceiving this dejection 
with the fame indifference as did his 
lady; he felt and pitied it with the real 
tenderneſs of a father, and finding her one 

day alone in a retired part of the garden, 
he tenderly took her hand, « My ſweet 

girl (faid he) what is the reaſon of this me- 
lancholy which of late clouds thoſe once 


chearful features; you are e Be- 
nedicta. 


Indeed (returned ſhe, the tears gliſ- 
tening in her eyes) I am fo, nor do I with 


r ; c e EDS - 4, 4 BY? 
ö * ; f . GW 
A \ ES N Loy, 1 $4 
g 3 . 8 —_—_ 


9107 A. 


£ Kea * from one whoſe e 
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| } 7% FSR td pint 
| your guardian be deemed worthy of your 
dc mo.” W ek, 


131% „Abt Sir, hm: as you wel do, 
Mome recent tranſactions, you: cannot be 
at a lob 1— uncaſi-. 
meſs; it is to much; ind } it. is (weep- 
ing) I thought at one Pang had fortitude 
enough to combat with the world's. 
M-nature- ſhould it ever aa me out; 
„ eee . 


4 nn 


at W. vm Benedicta, 3 you a 
perſon of a better ſpirit than appears from. 
this; having acted a- very laudable part 
Aas I muſt think you have) are you ſo 
cox ardiy as to be diſmayed, becauſe . a 


| B. E N E D 1.02: 824 
My. public denies the * cnt tion it 
| ought to bent 1) 6. nope 


* Ab, Sie they is not calls: the akin 
cruel, unjuſt, and treacherous; where can 
a poor helpleſs, girl look. for one generous: 
and real friend? no where, I am con- 
vinced; the can only find tranquility in 
un ſociety as much as poſſible, 
which henceforth. I reſolve to do; hexe- 
Dre, my good: Sir, whenever your f unuy. 
quits chis village, I hope I may be ex- 
cuſed from attending you; with your 
leave I will: ſtay here; in reading, walk- 
ing, now and: then aſſiſting the poor, from 


whom I can receive no grating returns, | 

I ſhall paſs my time exactly as I wiſh, and | | 
” perhaps may get myſelf at length ina bet- Dp | 
ter humour. with the world than I am at | 

| nn. frre. 54 TIT Bp, 
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Mr. Butler could noe forbear ſmiling at 
ſo romantic a ſc heme, however: he was 
pleaſed at diſcovering that her mind was 
now in a ſituation which afforded him a 
moſt favourable opportunity for urging a 
ens. 2 5 


© 


My dear child, (fig he) I allow the 


Auen of a young woman, circum- 


ſtanced as you are, to be a pitiable one; 
it reſembles the tender vine, liable to be 


cruſned by every vagrant or hoſtile foot, 


till it receives ſupport from ſome friendly 
* ns tid 1 branches prove 
Now Benedicta, if my ſi- 
| mile be not a bad one, you ca but ſee 
the propriety, nay neceſſity of your accept- 
"ing the — formerly made you by 

enport, Who _ waits your 


1 N 
<4 
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„ Ah! Sir, what have you adviſed r * 


" ci Clarkſon ( Ry he) I do wt 
expe from you the filly prevarication of 
a woman of leſs underſtanding ; ; be fo 
'good then in a candid manner as ſtate : 


your bats to his wry. mo" 


« « Certainly 1 — no objection at 
all to him conſidered merely as an ac- 
quaintance; he is a perſon of great merit 
1 believe, and in his air and manners ina 
tirely the gentleman ; ; I do not know any 
one that I am ſo ſtrongly impelled to el. 
teem; but, * dear Sir, as a lover, —» — 


The ten is Sele Bene- 
dicta, to the laſt degree; you acknows 
ledge Lord Davenport every thing you 
could defire in a friend or acquaintance, 
and what beſides, my dear, would you | 
require in a lover?” - + 13-7 00 
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I grant that; but pray on what is af. 
fecion founded; is it not on the real or 
ſuppoſed merit of the object; Lord Da- 


venport poſſeſſes the higheſt merit both in 


2 pexſonal and moral light, Ergo; it is 
impoſſible but a young woman may bring 
| herſelf to feet for him the proper affection 
of a buſband.” 


vous 
. . 


— of che heart, 0 
ee d by logical definitions,” 


251 underſtand you, Benedicta ; you have 


read and heard much of a paſſion called 


Ve Whatever. this may be in minds of a 
un caſt, poſitive I am that a young 


' 
1 pu 0 
- 


«J conceive, Sir, there ſhould be a pe- 
culiar affection for the perſon of a huſ- 


o 
4 
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no baſis: for that ſentiment, more than 
you perceive in his Lordſhip; believe me 


child the reſt i is all chin. or ſomething 
worſe. 


* 


Perceiving her ſilent he thus reſum 


2 ny WV. 


« You make no reply, my love, and there 
fore I will ſuppoſe you convinced; I have 
nothing ſo much at heart as your happis 
neſs, as well from the motive of my re- 
gard to your dear father, as my real aſſec, 
tion for yourſelf; now by appearing ſo 
ſrenuous in chis affair, I firmly believe I 
am conſidering your ſolid comfort and 
advantage; and therefore give me leave 
to acquaint you that withina few days you 
ſhall ſee one of the beſt of men js to. 
yield you his hand and fortu e 
his heart I am aſſured it * . been 
Sacezly POUR Nis e 
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a Stop, my dear Sir, (cried ſhe, feing 


"Ki about to withdraw) 2 Fo muſt 


give me a longer time. 


« Say then the reaſon of your requiring 


Ido not; I can hardly tell you Sir; but 


myſelf from the —— which my 


1 mind has of late been in; however, ſo 


convinced am I of my good guardian's 


tenderneſs as well as prudence, that I 


hereby promiſe to ſee Lord Davenport 
whenever you. pleaſe, provided you give 


me one week before you invite him hither.” | 


— 5 
4 5 
2 
* 5 


* Certainly; I would not be precipi- 


tate; but in that time I hope you will ſo 


maturely weigh the affair, that we may not 


be guilty of trifling with his Lordſhip.” 


As 
; 
4 ; 
2 * 
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As ſoon as Mr. Butler was gone Miſs 


| Clarkſon began ſeriouſly to reflect on what 


he had advanced; it Was true ſhe could 


not reaſonable object to any thing he had 
ſaid; but ſhe knew not why, there was a 


ſomething within which made her look 
on that. marriage with reluctance; how 
ever ſhe determined at laſt on laying the 


affair before her good friend Mrs. Bar- | 
clay, with whom ſhe had continued a cor- 
reſpondence ever ſince her leaving Lon-. 
don; ſhe did fo, and the next poſt brought 
an anſwer to her letter; as ſhe had not 
failed to repreſent the agitation of the 
mind, together with thoſe circumſtances” 


which + occaſioned it; Mrs. Barclay's s re- 
ply to that 1 was as follows: 


is 

« As you ſeem denieahy' to have acted 
from the dictates of a good and virtuous 
2 I do not ſee what cauſe there: 


N 1 5 25 bb remains 
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Judtance you expreſs arnounts to nothing 
att all; neither on this head do I enter into 
5 your ER” 


It is to be obſerved that n the 
— of many letters which had paſſed 
between this good lady and Miſs Clarkſon, 


remains for this diſtreſs which you ſo em- 


 phatically deſcribe; fenfibility is a very 


fine term in modern dialed ; but J neither 


underſtand nor approve it. Let us part 


with our pride, and we ſhafl not, I believe 
find this ſame ſerifibility ſo very trouble- 
Tome a gueſt as it ſeems to be with many: 
As to dhe marriage propoſed; it is my opi- 

nion that you ought to accept it; the re- 


the latter had never mentioned a ſyllable 


of Frederic: Mountford; her repugnance 
enough appear inexplicable. '* You do 


Lan enter into * feelings: {reiterated: 
in 0 — 
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Benedida) Ah! my good Mrs. Barclay, it | 
is clear indeed you do not; and where ( con- 
tinued ſhe weeping) ſhall I find the friend 
to whom I dare explain them; to whom 
ſhall I ſeek for the tender ſoothings of a 

kind and candid breaſt.” 


Mountford, who had been * W 
the garden, was at that inſtant behind a 


tall ſhrub cloſe to the lurbour in which 


| the was ſitting, without ſuſpecting Miſs 
Clarkſon's being there, he was ſtruck 
by the ſound of her voice; that voice too 
breathing a plaintive tone, it was enough; 
he was convinced ſhe was unhappy ; his 
boaſted reſolution vaniſhed, and he ap- 
peared inſtantly before her. 


„ Here {ctied he, ſtriking his boſoiii 
with emotion) here is the ſympathy, Ma- 
dam, you demand; is it poſſible that Miſs 
Clarkſon can doubt the exiſtence of 4 
feeling friend, whilſt Mountford lives.” 

«& You 


| Mounrford, : and I thank you for” thei in- 
tereſt you ſeem to bear i in my uncaſineſs, but. 
at ng I believe you cannot aſſiſt ne. 


I dan at leaſt be afflicted while you 
are ſo Madam, and though I preſume not 
10 aſk the cauſe, this privilege at leaſt you 
cannot t deny me.” q # 
nei affected by the warmth with 
which he ſpoke, felt a ſtrong propenſity 
to make him the confident of her diſtreſs, 
but found herſelf reſtrained by recollection 
bf his former coolneſs, at length, however, - 
it occurred to her that by ſo doing, ſhe 
might at leaſt acquire ſome knowledge of 
the ſentiments he retained towards her, 
a point on which ſhe was at that inſtant 
particularly a anxious to be ſatisfied. Aſter 
Alittle Ou "Mountord ( By ſaid Os Jam 
ord 1 at 


ES 2 * 


a * ** * . 
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als — 4 
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| * 1 will make pag of the friendſhip 


you profeſs by frankly: aſking your N 
n of Lord nnn Wet 


£5 


ee in the leaſt ——_ ſuch 
A queſtion, was for a few ſeconds at a loſs 
For a reply, however, his candour ſoon 
got the better of all other conſiderations, 
and he declared he believed from the beſt 
Authorities, that Lord Davenport was one 
of the moſt ane and beſt gong | an 

« Do you os chink ſo, then perhaps 
you rather blame me for having rejected 
'his addrefles, my guardian is urgent on 

the point and, to ſay truth, it is the 
very reaſon of my preſent embarraſſment, 
hat would 4 . in ſo n an 
be ae 
Al Vol. I. 55 M 
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I Thiswas a trial almoſt too ſtrong for his 


-Philoſophy, the very embarraſſment expreſ- 
ſed by the lady, was at leaſt a tacit encou- 
ragement of his own hopes — fora moment 


the flattering object triumphed over every 
former reſolve, and he was juſt ready to fall 


at her feet and acknowledge the ſecret 
feelings of his ſoul; but honour once 
more revived, and checked the tranſport- 


ing idea, his lips were opened to ſpeak, 
again they cloſed, and left the reluctant 
ſentence unexpreſſed, at laſt ſummoning 
all his fortitude to the aid of that impor- 
tant moment he replied, 9285 

« My dear Miſs Clarkſon, I cannot be 
.. To unconcerned in whatever relates to your 
advantage, as not ſincerely to coincide 


with the opinion which all your friends 


ſeem to entertain of that matter. Yes, 
Madam, ſince you condeſcend to baren | 


me 


BENE DICOTA. 
me ſo far, as to aſk my poor advice, I 
muſt give it in favour of his min he 
only can merit that hand,? 
ff ̃ 400 9 00S M ee 
Here his voice ſeemed to faulter, and 
would infallibly have betrayed the ſecret 
he laboured to ſuppreſs, had he not abrupt- 
ly broken off, and pretending ſome particu- 
lar bufineſs in the houſe immediately diſap- 
peared. And now the poor lady fell i into a 
maid profound meditation—ſhehad indeed 
obtained the end ſhe aimed at in this con- 
| ference; but the reſult was not perfectly 


conſonant to her wiſhes, ſhe. would have 


been better pleaſed, had ſhe diſcovered 
Frederic more averſe to the propoſals of 


Lord Davenport; without being able to 


aſſign herſelf a ſatisfactory reaſon, ſhe fel, 
a fecret pain at the facility with which ſhe 


ſuppoſed he had given his opinion; hom 
ever, as it was evident from this, as vl | 
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98 the abrupt manner of paging her, that 
he had not exactly that intereſt in his breaſt, 
which ſhe would have preferred to the af. 
ſections of any man on earth, ſhe began 


to turn her thoughts to the ſubject her 


guardian had ſo warmly urged, and here 
| ſhe could not without wholly ſuppreſſing 


the office, of reaſon, avoid ſeeing a great 


deal of propriety in What he had ſuggeſted. 


The diſagrecable circumſtances of her own 


ſituation were ſenfibly felt, and as ma- 
turely weighed, againſt the probable ad- 
' vantages to be derived from an union with 
Jo deſerving a nobleman; the reſult in fine 
was that ſhe determined on giving ſuch an 


anſwer to Mr. Butler, as ſhe knew would be. 
ad bee his wiſhes. - . b 
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This reſolution had an as e 2 
on her temper, the cutting perplexities of 


which ſhe w_ lately ſuſtained We re | 
155 conliderbly © 
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_ conſiderably alleviated, her converſation, 
though not ſo lively as once it was, at leaſt 
was cheerful, and ſhe believed herſelf fo 
effectually to have conquered every feeling 
repugnant to the ſuit of Lord Davenport, 
that ſhe would often with much tran- 
quillity converſe with Mountford on the 
ſubject of his removal to the Univerſity, 
whither indeed Mr. Butler long before 
_ deſigned to have ſent him, but had hither- 
to been thwarted in that intention by the 
perverſenefs of His wife, who not being 
able entirely to fruſtate the ſcheme, re- 
ſolved to employ all poſſible means of re- 


| | R f g 5 4 # + 
Fe | p - % bs . ; d f YT . 7 e 
* 24 ; IF "of * 2 
75 ; } f by if i Cw 4-5 + a — 
X 3 CHAP- 
* 


% BENEDICTA 


2 3 
f G 
1 4 
SS 3 ; 
1 3 
1 
25 
4 
„ 
N 1 
1 | 
| 8 
1 19 
| * « 
1 | 
l 
1 : 
. 
FY 
1 
5 
21 — 
* 


= - -LTHOUGH the letter which Me. 
| Butler had diſpatched ' to Lord 
Davenport, was couched in very laconic | 

terms, and briefly intimated that he ſhould 
be glad to ſee him at his ſeat, that faithful 
lover drew enough from it to elevate his 
[ring even to tranſport: amidſt the ten- 


ft, warmeſt wi iſhes of a fond father, 
he 
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he immediately ſet off for Butler-place, 
and though the diſtance was not lefs than 
an hundred miles, at the clots of 'the' 
the next day Miſs Clarkſon, from her 
dreſſing- room window ſaw the arrival of 
his Lordſhip; an involuntary ſigh eſcaped 
her when ſhe beheld the man who was to- 
become the maſter: of her deſtiny, how-= 
ever, a little reflection was ſufficient 'to 
reduce her mind to a ſtate of compoſure, | | 
and determine her to receive him not only 
with the reſpect due to his character, but 
as the perſon to whom ſhe” intended ſoon 
to give her hand, in whoſe honour ſhe- 
could implicitly confide, in whoſe affec- 
tions her oppreſſed heart might ſafely 
depend for conſolation and refuge. Such 
being the ſentiments which reaſon and 
reflection had inſpired, Lord Davenport 
wes received by her in a manner the moſt 
flattering to the ſincerity and ardour of 
2h M4 15 his 
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aſſion, though even when her beha- 
viour manifeſted an entire complacency 
towards him, a ſudden gloom would now. 
and then dart acroſs her. mind, as often 
as ſhe reflected on the diſgraceful light in 
which ſhe now appeared in the public eye, 
and in one of their tetẽ· a- tetẽs, juſt as his 
Lordſhip had been uttering the warmeſt: 
proteſtations of eternal love and fidelity, 
the burſt; into tears, and replied, * Alas l. 
my Lord, I fear you know not how unde- 
ſerving I am now rendered of this eſteem, 
JL am fallen, — ſunk in er eye 
14. wine tr bertel ratte 


. 


Lis Lordſhip indeed, was far en 
being a ſtranger to the circumſtances the 
alluded to, he had heard them with pain, 

; and the love he before bore her, was there= 
| by mingled with a tender ſympathy, though, 


the: en. had . ac iccatrpanicl with 
no 
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no favourable extenuations, he too well 


knew the greatneſs and purity of her 


foul once to ſuſpect herof being culpable, Ho 
and certainly reſpected her the more in 


that he conſidered her as ſuffering an un- 
juſt obloquy, though he had delicately 
forborne an intimation of that ſubject till 
ſhe now touched on it herſelf —at that mo- 


ment, love, tenderneſs, compaſſion, ruſhed 
impetuouſly on his ſoul, and had he obeyed 


the dictates of his emotion he had cer- 
tainly claſped her to his | boſom, and 


ſoothed her feelings in the tender accents 


which thoſe unitẽd ſenſations would have 
inſpired. His action Was not preciſely 


that, but dropping on one knee before 
her, he took her hand, and preſſing it 


e to his lips, exclaimed JET 


A « What Words are theſe my e 
Benedictal— degraded Heavens! — no, 


M 5 1 


"$4.4 
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you are, if poſſible, more deſerving the 
eſteem of every honeſt mind than ever: 
vho would not pity, who would not adore 
à virtuous woman, calumniated by vice 
or folly. It is now I glory, I triumph 
Madam, in offering you a warm and 
faithful heart, demanding a ſhare in your 
 afixieties, and a hand 1 devoted to 

ge ow m ** 
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een ſo truly noble, muſt have 
had its due effect even on a mind leſs 
eapable of gratitude than was Miſs Clark 
ſon's, ve may then judge i in what light it 
was received by her, whoſe veneration of 
of the generous and great, really bordered - 


on enthuſiaſm; but though her eſteem for 


his Lordſhip improved every hour, it is 
. probable ſhe would for ſome time have 


| delayed the final proot of it, notwith- 
Randing the warmth' with which both 


-.. «4 
q * 
£3: 
a 
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Mr. and Mrs. Butler ſeconded his impor= 
tunities for her aſſent to the happy day 
which might bind him her's for ever, 
however, x circumſtance occurred which 
tended to facilitate their wiſhes more ef- 
fectually than any arguments —_ . 
have uſed on the occafion. | 
90 His Lordſhip's father, the Earl of 
| $—>, had long been ſuppoſed in a de- 
clining ſtate of health; ſymptoms had 
now been diſcerned, which ſeemed to 
threaten a ſpeedy diſſolution, an expreſs 
was therefore immediately diſpatched from 
the Caſtle with the alarming intelligence. 
The good Peer himſelf had written a ſhort 
letter to his ſon, in which after hinting 
the probability of his remaining but a 
ſhort time, and expreſſing his wiſh to ſee | 
him ec'er the laſt extremities ſhould render g 
him inſenſible of that felicity, he W ok 
5: 00S cc And 
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And now if I have any thing beſide at 
heart, it is to fold in theſe paternal arms, 
the worthy object of my Scipio's affec= 
tions, to embrace the wife of his choice. 
As ſoon as Lord Davenport had dried 
the tears, which plentifully flowed at the 
news of his father's danger, (for he was 
the moſt affectionate and dutiful of ſon's) 
he haſtened to Miſs Clarkſon, holding 
the letter yet open in his hand, which he 
believed would prove a more irreſiſtible 
advocate for the point he had at heart, 
than any thing which could have been 
urged by himſelf, in this opinion he cer- 
tainly was not miſtaken. Benedicta had 
ö no ſooner read the letter, than ſhe ſaid, 
with à benign, yet ſerious air — * It is 
impoſſible "for a difpoſition like mine to 
be unaffected by ſuch an argument, I am 
ready! my Lord to join. with you in 
ty" teſtimony of Filial love, to ſolicit 
ba. ” 9 N with 
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With e the — of n. e 
. 1 N 1 
As ſhe ſpoke the rears gltened" in 1 her 
Kiely eyes; Lord Davenport till that in- 
tereſting moment had never thoug ht them 


half fo brilliant, he attempted not to ſpeaks, 
his gratitude for ſo amiable a condeſcen= | 


Tion, looks alone expreſſed it, and their 
meaning was fully underſtood. In fine 
the following day was fixed for their nups 
tials, it was alſo the period defigned 1 for the 
departure of Mountford; but except a 
friendly wiſh, that now and then cjacu- 
lated a petition for his welfare, Frederic 
might be ſaid to have been forgotten by 


Benedicta, and as both reaſon and pro- 


priety pointed to the neceſſity of ſuch an {2 


effect; we e will not ee Jes reality. ated 


-— 


on the i \qirabeditig! the auen 
marriage, * Clarkſon having zuſt been 


a Dy giving 
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giving ſome orders to her woman, ſtepped 
into the muſic parlour for ſomething. ſhe 


wanted, the moon ſhone extremely bright 
at one of the windows, intenſely gazing 
by the filver light, on ſomething he held 
in his hand, the diſcovered young Mount- 
| ford; he ſtarted at. the interruption, her 
preſence. thus unexpected totally diſcon- 
certed him, and i in his confuſion the ob- 
ject of his attention droped on the floor, 
Benedicta haſtily glancing her eye on it, 
= perceived by the help of her candle, that 
it was a picture, and to her inexpreſſible | 
aſtoniſhment, the very picture which ſhe 
had, loſt ſo me. months before, as. hath 
been already related. ; « Hah! (cried ſhe 
overjoyed) have you found this fooliſh bau- 
ble Frederic ; where could i it poſſibly have 
lain concealed during the buſy ſearch I have 
made after it.” Reduced to a very diſ- 
ggrecable dilemma, the poor young man 


1 
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was convinced he muſt acknowledge the 
true motive of his conduct, or ſubject 
himſelf to the ſuſpicion of a very unwor- 
thy one, without making any reply, 
he dropped inſtantly on his knees. 
« What can this mean (reſumed the: lady: | 
ſurprized) I entreat 0 will relieve my 


Ec 


ſuſpence.”. 


« Reſolve then, Madam, to forgive me, 
and I will confeſs my fault; it was I wha 
committed the theft, yes Miſs Clarkſon, 
I ſtole your dear reſemblance, at a period 
when I expected to have been very ſhort] ly. 
deprived of your preſence. I know 1 
muſt appear the moſt audacious wretch 
in the univerſe, you cannot pardon me, 
therefore like one who is driven to the 
verge of def pair, I will augment my guilt 
by effrontery; 1 ſwear, yes, I ſwear you! 5 
Mall not wrelt it from me miſery,j 

. madneſs. 


. madneſs, death, may be my. portion, but 
Iwill die with that 1 . next * 
heart.“ ; 


Oh! mercy, (exclaimed ſhe trembling 
and amazed) what can this mean, you 
rave; my good. Frederic be calm, I give 
you the picture with all my ſoul. ? 


3 Do you, (eagerly ſnatching it from 
her) then be you bleſſed above all that 
ſuch an unworthy being as I can aſk, may 
Your approaching nuptials crown you with 
all the felicity earth can beſtow, and may 
your happy huſband be ever ſenfible of 
your worth; but ſurely, ſurely, (with a 
| eee; 0 ) he can never love like me. 


8 * - EY 
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What the I hear, (Baking half lifeleſs 
11 — * are theſe a 


2 can moon: this lapſe of prudence, , this 
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The effuſions ( reſumed he uildly hof a 
brain tortured even ta fremay. this hour is 

mine, to-morrow it will be criminal to 
utter che overflow ings of my Nl 


heart; hear me łhen fer: the ſirſt. the laſt 
time tell you, that 1 have dare d to love | 

you, that I have cheriſhed in my boſon 
the pureft paſſion that ever actuated 
human breaſt, yet a paſſion moſt Oiftiler 
tereſted, that never in its-moſt;;foguing 
height aſpired even to a diſtant view of 
kene. ente k eit a8. 7 


=, 


* "RY a e a ſeemed. 10 
have ſuppreſſed his voice, Benedi da fink4 
ing beneath. the moſt acute feel ings could 
only heave a deep, a piercing groan, ina. 
few. moments he ſeemed, ſomewhat- mere 
collected, and in calmer: accents thus re- 
ſumed, But durſt Þ hope, Madam, you 


Nn 3 unn 
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F Involuntary burſt of # Heart long bound by 
y che rigid ties of elf denial,” forgive my 
raſlineſs, it was the error of an unguarded 
5 moment, never more ſhall my temerity 
offend you, : within'a few hours 1 ſhall quit 
mis place, I ſhall not witneſs your bridal 
_ feſtivity, but I will pray for you, oh! 
'moſt amiiable'of woman kind, I will im- 
plore every bleſſing'c on your union, forget 
my ere ven no more. 


1 
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| Here he fprung from the floor and 
vaniſhed in an inſtant, « Stay Frederic,” 
cried Miſs Clarkſon; but the condeſcend- 
ing mandate was unheard, he had flown 
Vid the rapidity of lightening to his own 
xent, and ' faſtening carefully the 
door! threw himfelf on the bed in a | 
/ paroxym of unutterable anguiſh, neither 
was the ſituation of the lady very dif- 
1 Yiadttulor: 8 « My 


* 
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My miſery is then complete, {cried 
ſhe weeping bitterly) farewell to even the 
feeble proſpects I had formed of future 
happi neſs, this. confeſſion which but a 
fortnight ago would have made me the 
moſt bleſt of women, now renders' me the 
| completeſt wretch in nature,” 


— 


At that moment ſhe thought ſhe heard 
the voice of Lord Davenport, ſhe ſtarted 
at the apprehenſion, and eager to avoid 
his preſence! flew to her own chamber, 
the footman ſoon after came to ſummon 
her to ſupper, ſhe replied ſhe was indif- 
| poſed, and would be excuſed. The in- 
telligence being conveyed to the parlour 
excited a general alarm, Mrs. Butler i im- 
mediately haſtened up ſtairs, where ſhe 

ſound no difficulty in diſcovering the 
young lady's indiſpoſition to be rather of 
the a than corporeal kind, and 


knowing © 
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| 1 delicacy ſhe readily 
| _ imputed it to the ſolemnity of the ap- 
Proaching event, ſhe therefore with a 
goed. deal of tenderneſs. deſired her to be 
compoſed, and to that end adviſed her to 
xetire to reſt. In order to avoid further 
importunity, Benedicta complied with the 
motion, but ſhe was no ſooner alone than 
crow ing a night gown about her, ſhe 
auitted her bed, and walking up and 
down the, chamber began to. give full 
ſcope ta the agitation of her mind; ſome- 
times e would indulge a momentary 
exultation, in the reflection that her mar- 
 riage with Lord Davenport had not yet 
taken place, and reſolve to aſſert her 
liberty;. reſolutely refu ſing its ſolemniza- 
| tion: but then her honour was engaged, 
4 3 A ſhould. . caſe anſwer to his 

EU Lordſhip, her guardian, or herſelf. In 
mi manner ſhe pailed the remainder of 
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the night, ſhuddering at every ſound of 
the clock, as ata ſummons which warned 
her of ſome dreadful fate. At length ſhe 
ſaw the morning dawn without chaving 
been able to form one coherent reſolutions 
the family were ſoon ſtirring, buſtle and 
activity ſeemed to reſound in every part 
of the houſe; Mrs Butler, who an this 
extraordinary occaſion, had taken French 
leave of her pillow, © was ſobn at the 
chamber door, and without taking any 
apparent notice of her palid countenance, 
infiſted on helping her woman to Ureſs her 
in bridal ann 2: 3467 © HSI 00 
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A ſu he to breakfaſt now arrived, 
Benedicta, with a paſſive dejection, ſuf- 
fered Mrs. Butler to lead her to che par- 
Lor, at the door of which ſhe was met by 
Lord E Davenport, who- ſaluted her with 
an air of rapture} love, a e arfthie 
eil ſame 


* 
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fame G ae her by 


k the tendereſt whiſpers thateveranunfeigned 


paſſion ſuggeſted, to which, however, ſhe 
made no other return than that of an avert- 
ed and down caſt look. Dr. Curtis who was 
to perform the ſacred ceremony, was al- 
ready in the parlour, as was alſo Miſs 
Curtis, of whom Miſs Clarkſon had ſome 
time before extorted a promiſe of attend- 
ing as bride maid on this occaſion, though 
little did ſhe ſuſpect the diſtreſs which 
now agitated; the boſom of her friend, 


and that in ſo viſible a manner that every 


body preſent muſt have been ſurprized at 
it, had they not all chanced to aſeribe it 
wholly to the exuberance of female mo- 


deſty, which than herſelf, no woman more 


eminently poſſeſſed, and therefore to avoid 
coppreſling- the delicacy of her - feelings, 


a the converſation was ſtudiouſly turned to 


| ubje ts the, moſt e to the preſent 
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UNO len When, breakfaſt was over Ts 


his Lordſhip politely hinted his defire of 
ſetting out as ſoon as poſſible for his 

father” s; ſeat, on which Mr. Butler aroſe, 25 
and taking the hand of his ward, led her, 

with her eyes penſively fixed on the ground, 
to the coach, he. then handed Miſs Curtis 
and his Jady, into the ſame carriage; after 
which, he with the joyful | bridegroom, 
and Dr. Curtis, entered alſo, and they 
drove inſtantly towards the church; the 
avenues to. which they found. prodigiouſly 
crowded. The good Dr. Curtis began 
the awful ceremony in an energetic tonę 
of voice, on addreſſing that ſolemn de- 
mand of, wilt thou have this woman, Sec. 
his Lordſhip anſwered audibly, 1 will, 
but on putting the fail queſtion to the 
bride, ſhe became pale as death, and im- 
mediately ſunk -lifeleſs in the arms of 


Miſs Cres 3 A general conſternation 55 Ft 
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| Huceeeded, Lord Dayenport looked ſearce- 


1y leſs pale than herſelf; ſalts were applied 


but to no purpoſe, and they were obliged - 


cd convey her without the ſmalleſt ſymp- 


toms of life to the carriage. It was at 


leaſt two hours before the moſt aſſidious 


endeavours could procure the leaſt ſigns of 


Her recovery, during which the diſtreſs 


and confuſion of the whole family was not 


to be deſcribed; Lord Davenport ſeemed 


ON the verge of expiring with his beloved 
bride. At length the ſuſpended pulſe 
began once more to beat, ſhe opened her 
eyes, and throwing them wildly around 
exclaimed-in a voice ſcarcely audible — 
Stay, ſtay, my Frederic one moment, 
F* Will be wore 8, and only your 8 for 


Ever, To. 2. * ma J FI 


* * . 
"4 i * 
* k — 4 - >  < 44 5 9 3 K 
* _— 1 
* 


—— 
of *- A 


10 nb OF; THE Pe EE ; 1 


3 . 
10175 IIb IG 2. — 44+ J63 1 8 ai, 211 


bob J- 22354 


